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Tryout Drills for Soccer: Preparing for Trials and 

Evaluations! 
ByBeech Mont Soccer ClubJuly 18, 2024 

Are you gearing up for soccer tryouts and looking to impress the coaches? With the right preparation and 

practice, you can showcase your skills and stand out on the field. In this article, we’ll explore some essential 

tryout drills to help you feel confident and ready for trials and evaluations. Get ready to elevate your game and 

make a lasting impression! 
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1. Importance of Preparing for Soccer Trials and 

Evaluations 
When it comes to soccer trials and evaluations, preparation is key. By honing your skills and understanding 

what coaches are looking for, you can increase your chances of making a strong impression and securing a spot 

on the team. Here are some essential tips and drills to help you prepare for soccer tryouts: 

• Focus on Fitness: Make sure you are in top physical condition by incorporating drills that work on 

stamina, agility, and speed. Running sprints, practicing cone drills, and working on quick footwork can 

all help improve your overall fitness level. 

• Master Ball Control: Show off your soccer skills by practicing dribbling, passing, and shooting drills. 

Work on your accuracy and technique to demonstrate your ball control abilities during tryouts. 

• Understand the Game: Familiarize yourself with soccer strategies and tactics by studying game 

footage, attending matches, and analyzing professional players. Having a good understanding of the 

game can set you apart from other potential players. 

Drill Description 

Shuttle Runs 
Improve your speed and agility by running back and forth between cones placed at 

varying distances. 

Passing Accuracy 

Drill 

Practice passing the ball to a target with precision and control to showcase your passing 

skills. 

2v2 Small-Sided 

Game 

Work on decision-making and teamwork by playing in a small-sided game to 

demonstrate your ability to play under pressure. 

2. Dynamic Warm-up Exercises for Optimal Performance 
Before heading to soccer trials or evaluations, it’s crucial to ensure your body is properly warmed up and ready 

for optimal performance. Dynamic warm-up exercises are a key component of preparing your body for the 

physical demands of a tryout. 

Here are some dynamic warm-up exercises to incorporate into your pre-tryout routine: 

• **High Knees:** Drive your knees up towards your chest while jogging in place, focusing on quick and 

controlled movements. 

• **Lateral Lunges:** Step to the side and bend one knee while keeping the other leg straight, alternating 

sides to improve hip mobility. 

• **Leg Swings:** Stand on one leg and swing the other leg back and forth in a controlled motion to 

loosen up the hip flexors and hamstrings. 

• **Butt Kicks:** Jog in place while kicking your heels up towards your glutes, engaging the hamstrings 

and preparing them for explosive movements. 

These dynamic warm-up exercises will help increase blood flow, raise your body temperature, improve range of 

motion, and activate the muscles needed for optimal performance during soccer tryouts. Incorporate these drills 

into your routine to give yourself the best chance of success on the field! 

 



3. Agility Drills to Showcase Speed and Quickness 
When it comes to soccer tryouts, agility drills are essential for showcasing your speed and quickness on the 

field. These drills not only help improve your performance but also demonstrate to coaches and evaluators that 

you have what it takes to stand out among the competition. Here are some agility drills to incorporate into your 

tryout preparation: 

• Ladder Drills: Set up a speed ladder and focus on quick feet and precise movements through the rungs. 

This drill helps improve footwork and coordination, essential for changing direction quickly during a 

game. 

• Cone Drills: Create a course with cones and practice weaving in and out, mimicking the movements 

needed during a match to outmaneuver opponents. This drill enhances agility, balance, and reaction 

time. 

• Shuttle Runs: Set markers at varying distances and sprint back and forth between them, focusing on 

acceleration and deceleration. This drill improves your ability to change speed and direction rapidly on 

the field. 

Drill Benefits 

Ladder Drills Improves footwork and agility 

Cone Drills Enhances agility and balance 

Shuttle Runs Increases speed and reaction time 

 

4. Technical Skills Training for Precision and Control 
When preparing for soccer trials and evaluations, it is essential to focus on developing your technical skills to 

demonstrate precision and control on the field. To excel in these areas, incorporating specific tryout drills into 

your training regimen can help you showcase your abilities effectively. 

One effective drill to improve precision and control is the cone dribbling drill. Set up a series of cones in a 

straight line or zig-zag formation and practice dribbling the ball through them while maintaining close control. 

This drill helps enhance your agility, footwork, and ball handling skills. 

Another beneficial drill is the passing accuracy challenge. Set up targets or markers at various distances and 

angles and practice passing the ball to hit these targets consistently. Focus on improving your passing technique, 

power, and accuracy to showcase your ability to deliver precise passes during trials. 

In addition to these drills, incorporating 1v1 attacking and defending exercises can help you showcase your 

ability to maintain control under pressure. Practice taking on defenders and executing quick changes of 

direction to create scoring opportunities, while also working on your defensive skills to demonstrate your ability 

to maintain control and protect the ball. 
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5. Tactical Drills to Demonstrate Game Intelligence 
One key aspect of soccer tryouts is demonstrating game intelligence through tactical drills. These drills not only 

showcase a player’s technical skills but also their ability to think strategically on the field. Here are some drills 

to help you prepare for your next soccer trial: 

• Small-Sided Games: Set up small-sided games where players are forced to make quick decisions in 

tight spaces. This will test their ability to read the game, anticipate movements, and make effective 

passes. 

• Positional Play: Focus on specific positions and their roles within the team. Players should understand 

their responsibilities on both offense and defense, showcasing their understanding of the game and their 

ability to adapt to different situations. 

• Game Scenarios: Create scenarios that mimic real-game situations, such as being down a goal with 

limited time left or playing against a tough defensive team. This will test a player’s composure, 

decision-making, and tactical awareness. 

Drill Description 

3v3+1 Possession 
Players work on maintaining possession and creating scoring opportunities in a small-

sided game. 

Overload 

Defending 

Players practice defending with a numerical disadvantage to improve their decision-

making and positioning. 

By incorporating these tactical drills into your training, you can better prepare yourself for soccer tryouts and 

showcase your game intelligence to impress coaches and evaluators. Remember to stay focused, communicate 

effectively with your teammates, and demonstrate your understanding of the game to stand out during tryouts! 

 

6. Fitness Workouts to Enhance Endurance and Stamina 
When preparing for soccer trials and evaluations, it’s crucial to focus on enhancing your endurance and stamina 

to showcase your best performance on the field. Incorporating fitness workouts specifically tailored to improve 

these areas can give you a competitive edge and help you stand out during tryouts. 

Here are some effective drills to help you boost your endurance and stamina: 

• Interval Training: Incorporate high-intensity interval training (HIIT) into your routine to improve 

cardiovascular endurance and stamina. 

• Circuit Training: Create a circuit of exercises that target different muscle groups to build overall 

endurance and stamina. 

• Agility Drills: Include agility drills that require quick movements and directional changes to enhance 

your stamina and endurance on the field. 

• Long-Distance Running: Incorporate long-distance runs into your training to build up your endurance 

for the full duration of a soccer match. 
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•  

Drill Description 

Shuttle Runs 
Run back and forth between two points at increasing speeds to improve speed and 

endurance. 

Box Jumps Jump onto and off a platform to enhance lower body strength and stamina. 

Mountain 

Climbers 

Perform quick, alternating knee drives while in a plank position to boost cardiovascular 

endurance. 

By incorporating these fitness workouts into your training regimen, you’ll be better prepared to excel during 

soccer trials and evaluations. Focus on consistency, proper form, and pushing yourself to the limit to see 

significant improvements in your endurance and stamina levels. 

 

7. Scrimmage Games to Simulate Real Match Situations 
In order to prepare for soccer tryouts and evaluations, it is crucial to participate in scrimmage games 

that simulate real match situations. These drills will help players showcase their skills and abilities in a 

competitive setting, allowing coaches to assess their potential for the team. 

One effective scrimmage game to try out is a small-sided match, such as 5v5 or 7v7. This setup encourages 

quick decision-making, sharp passing, and dynamic movement on the field. It also helps players improve their 

teamwork and communication skills, which are essential in a real game scenario. 

Another useful scrimmage game is the possession drill, where one team aims to keep the ball away from the 

other team. This exercise focuses on ball control, movement off the ball, and maintaining possession under 

pressure. It is a great way to evaluate a player’s composure and technical skills in tight spaces. 

Lastly, incorporating a goal-scoring scrimmage game can be beneficial for assessing a player’s finishing ability 

and creativity in the final third. This type of drill allows forwards to showcase their shooting accuracy, 

positioning, and decision-making in front of the goal, while defenders can demonstrate their ability to shut 

down scoring opportunities. 

Overall, by including scrimmage games in your soccer tryout preparations, you will be better equipped to 

demonstrate your skills and impress the coaches during evaluations. Keep practicing and refining your game to 

increase your chances of making the team! 
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8. Mental Preparation Strategies for Confidence and Focus 
When preparing for soccer tryouts, mental preparation is just as crucial as physical training. Confidence and 

focus are key elements that can make a significant difference in your performance during trials and evaluations. 

Here are some strategies to help you boost your mental game: 

• Visualization: Imagine yourself succeeding on the field. Visualize making successful passes, scoring 

goals, and showcasing your skills confidently to the coaches. 

• Positive Self-Talk: Use affirmations to build your confidence. Remind yourself of your strengths, skills, 

and past successes to stay motivated and focused during tryouts. 

• Mindfulness and Relaxation Techniques: Practice deep breathing, meditation, or other relaxation 

techniques to calm your nerves and stay present in the moment. This can help you stay focused and 

perform at your best. 

• Setting Goals: Establish clear, achievable goals for yourself during tryouts. Focus on specific skills or 

aspects of your game that you want to showcase and improve upon. 

9. Recovery Tips for Maintaining Peak Physical Condition 
One key aspect of preparing for soccer trials and evaluations is ensuring that you are in peak physical condition. 

This not only involves regular training and practice, but also proper recovery techniques to keep your body in 

top shape. Here are some tips to help you maintain your physical condition and perform at your best during 

tryouts: 

• Get enough rest: Make sure you are getting adequate sleep each night to allow your body to recover 

and repair from training sessions. 

• Hydrate properly: Drink plenty of water throughout the day to stay hydrated and help your muscles 

function optimally. 

• Stretch and foam roll: Incorporate stretching and foam rolling into your post-training routine to 

prevent injury and improve flexibility. 

• Eat a balanced diet: Fuel your body with nutritious foods that will help you recover faster and perform 

better on the field. 

In addition to these recovery tips, it’s important to listen to your body and give yourself time to rest and recover 

when needed. By taking care of your physical well-being, you will be better prepared to showcase your skills 

during soccer tryouts and evaluations. 

 

10. Reflecting on Performance and Areas for Improvement 
After completing the tryout drills for soccer, it is essential to reflect on your performance and identify areas for 

improvement. This self-reflection process will help you prepare for upcoming trials and evaluations, allowing 

you to showcase your skills effectively. 

One way to reflect on your performance is to review the feedback given by coaches and evaluators during the 

tryout drills. Take note of any areas they highlighted for improvement, such as passing accuracy, dribbling 

skills, or positional awareness. Use this feedback as a guide for your training sessions leading up to the trials. 

Additionally, consider recording yourself during practice sessions or scrimmages to observe your performance 

objectively. Analyze your movements, decision-making, and overall execution of drills. Identify patterns or 

weaknesses that you can work on to enhance your performance. 



Lastly, set specific goals for improvement based on your reflections. Focus on one or two key areas that you 

want to enhance before the trials, such as improving your speed, agility, or shooting accuracy. Create a training 

plan that includes drills and exercises specifically designed to address these areas, ensuring that you are well-

prepared for the upcoming evaluations. 

Key Takeaways 
In conclusion, proper preparation before a soccer tryout is key to showcasing your skills and impressing 

coaches or scouts. By incorporating these tryout drills into your training routine, you can improve your 

performance and increase your chances of making the team. Remember to stay focused, stay positive, and give 

it your all during the evaluation process. Good luck at your next soccer tryout! 

 


