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Students

UFO class
separates fad
from fiction

Sarah Sole

While Reuters: reported. Now.
12 that 24 former government
officials and pilots we calling for:
the LS. government to rosime
VO investigations. students at
Youngstown State Unnvorsity: widl
be rescarchimg right dlong with
them.

As i psychalagy special topies
course. ETS and UTFOS  teaches
students how 1o distinguish myth
[rony fact, Temple University
Penmsvivamia is the only other
uvenity besides YSU e s

spae dliens as a reauli part of the

Trith

Forbidden Knowledae™ s com-

ext. - Hidden

prised  of “over 400 testimonies

author Steven  Greer obtamed

from’ various govermment. mili-
tary and corporate  personnel.
Steve Gralt emeritus proféssor of
pavehoiogy, said. The mdividuals

wene torbidden by thet work-

plices o wiko o anvont about

knowlkedee of UROS, s most of

the informmaton came from “death
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Broadening horizons
onder life beyond Earth

af teaclies e EFsand UEOs gourse weith el frous

Yot
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veantribirted by Graf

bed testimonials’ whene peaple
thoueht they shotld set the record
straight,

Much
dealt wath. “black budgeting ™ a

process wherespowertul govem-

undercoyer ﬂ}\‘?'&\(i(“‘;\\

ent aoehits were able (o reeeive
tunding  for  projects ayvhich
Congross had no knowledge of
Gral said, Only small cells within
aeencies were responsibic for this
Kind of rescarch.

Students: e encouraged: 1o
find their ownaosearch on UFOS
online. where they then cansepa-
rate the reahty from the mvth. or
as Giral calls it the spin.

Gl has experienced  first-
had the difficainy in separiting
the two. He sind he rescarched
UHCs: during: the lat 80 gl
findfIy Retoming tiscomided s
the miormation.

“Twiis soconfised by trying (o

distinguish what was fadt and
what wis fiction.” he suid.

A discrepancey: exists betweon
the reality off extraterrestrials and
what te media perpetuates about
thems Grat saidh. While movies
like: “War of the Worlds™

“Independence

anl
Day”
depict extraterrestrialy as brotal
monsters. reality pomsts o peuace-
ful visitors that ‘do not aim 1o
abduct  carthlings  or steal
IESOWTES,

Graf' said hie admits that the
class will be challenged by skepti-
CIs.

The climate of false thinking

that surrounds the subjeet of

LHON olten prevents  educated

mdividudls — from - beconiing

mtobved: G said. They don't

WS Thiear CREUibAN T 1o qlies

tioned !

“Acadeniics are not about 16

-broach the topic in i@ seriots fash-

on e said.

Giraf said he wants students 1o
come Lo thicir own conclusions.

“This s not something  that
we're pushing,” Graf said. ol stu-
dentbelielin UFOS.“Out job is to
expose them o the best quality
ermaton Ve can.”

Students who took the cliss
fast spring-at the YSU Mewo
College  m Boardman  have
lormed:-theit own-opinions.

Privr 1o taking the ¢liss. for-
mer student Tina Funfer didn’
think about life bevond carth.

“lewas g question Fdidn 't want
o answer or spend e on,” she
Sail.

During the class. she and other
stpdents feamned  aboul people
who experienced comtact with
otherworldly: beines . Fanler said,
Students also found events that
the press didn’teover,

“Itjust kind of swaved me into
believing that this wis really a
possibility.” Fanfer said. of the
cliass. It keeps ieminding me
there’s mare out there than micets
the Y [y

SO
refuctant 1o share their owntesti-
monies. Fanier.said.

Hred residenis swere

“hey don't Wimt o be seen as
being Kind of aoofy.”" she swd.
After tealizing thitt oxtateries-
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trials could have done away with
our entire planet, Fanfer said she
decided that they meant ne harm.

“They're just existing the way
we'te existing,” she said.

Senior Tatia Hollobaugh said the
class has shown her how misinfor-
mative the media is.

Students often debated ways to
make public aware without sound-
ing crazy, she said.

“People are so closeminded.”
she said. Hollabaugh, for her part.

hasn’t been discouraged by the pop-

ular media. 1 know there is life
beyond earth,” she said.

Hollobaugh said students also
leamned about harvesting energy
from vacuums in space. “There’s
energy all around us that we are not
using,” she said.

Grat said the class will again

focus on the need for alternative
sources of energy and higher con*
sciousness, but we won’t get any
help from friendly green aliens.

“We’re on the brink of destruc-

tion because our technology is way,
way ahead of our social develop-

ment.” Graf said.

Quarantines are placed on soci-
eties or planets like ours that
haven’t fully developed socially. As

asociety, we are not mature enough

to deal with extraterrestrials, Graf

~ said.

“They’re sort of waiting for us to
get it.” he said. )

Ideally, instead of being separate
beings, humans would be able to
share one another’s thoughts, he
said. “Higher consciousness is the
common denominator in all of us,
extraterrestrial and earthling alike,”
Graf said. “In the largest sense,
we're all one.”

Society’s separation between
affluence and poverty keeps the
world from sharing resonrces, he
said. Poverty, international water |
shortage, and healthcare are all
issues that should not exist.

“As a planet, we need to devel-
op an approach and an ability to use
higher consciousness and our own |
resources 8o that we are no longer §
threatening our planet,” he said.
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