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Making a Difference.
When the home at 1108 NE 10th Ave. fell into disrepair, your LRCA
stepped in and worked with Code Enforcement and mobilized their

resources to find a solution. We are happy to report that it was recently

purchased by an investor who plans to restore this Mid-Century Gem to

its former glory. A great benefit not only for the neighborhood but for the
seller as well, a senior citizen who was the original owner and is thrilled
it will be restored. (From left to right: LRCA President Michael Albetta,
Treasurer– Juliette Rocque & Secretary– Chris Toomey)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Michael Albetta
Greetings Residents of Lake Ridge:

P.O. Box 4506
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33338

As we fall into the Autumn season, the Summer months are

President

Michael Albetta

Vice President

Erin Keenan

Secretary

Chris Toomey

Treasurer

Juliette Rocque

Board Members At Large

Ted Spiliotes
Joan Booz
Steve Jacobson

Central City CRA Rep
Treescape Chair
Infrastructure Chair
Hospitality Chair

Ted Spiliotes
Ruben Franco
Ted Spiliotes
Barbara Bennett

District II Representative to Michael Albetta
Council of Fort Lauderdale
Civic Associations
Please note: The views and opinions stated in this
newsletter are solely those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the views of the Board nor the
members of the Lake Ridge Civic Association.

behind us; we the residents of Lake Ridge have our set backs
as well as our triumphal moments. Last year, we did NOT

have an Autumn newsletter due to hurricane Irma that took
out major trees in the area and left many residents in the
dark for weeks without air conditioning or lights. As this
newsletter is going to print, Hurricane Michael is laying

catastrophic devastation on the Panhandle area of this State.
We are very, very blessed that we escaped this hurricane.

Now, we look upon the General Elections on November 6th
and early voting will be available from October. 22nd

November. 4th. Please see ads all over in this newsletter if

you need assistance or general information. PLEASE VOTE,
YOUR VOTE COUNTS.

Also please see the traffic calming message from the City

Department of Transportation. The map is clear with full

information. This is one of the major issues of Lake Ridge,

Traffic Calming. Besides walkways, stop signs, crosswalks;

we are working with Publix Corporation regarding multiple
The Lake Ridge News is published quarterly:
March, June, September and November
and is delivered to all residential and business
addresses in Lake Ridge.

Please contact us for advertising rates 
& deadlines for camera-ready art at

issues of the traffic entering and exiting the Store. We are
working with Fort Lauderdale Police Department and the
surrounding Civic Associations (Victoria Park, Poinsettia

Heights and Middle River Terrace) on the vagrant homeless
issue in the area.

954-560-8649

President’s Message ..... Continues on page 6
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Be The Force OF Unity,
In Our Community.
By Juliette Rocque
On August 22, 2018, the City Commission voted to allow
Villa Medici to submit an application to amend their Site
Plan, to allow motorized vehicular access to NE 11th

Street and NE 17th Terrace; a request that many Lake
Ridge residents oppose.

What many residents of Lake Ridge may not know is this
has been a long process. The LRCA Board has had

meetings with the Villa Medici Board President and
Residents, their Legal Counsel and District II

Commissioners since 2014 in an attempt to prevent this

very thing from happening. When Villa Medici decided to
move forward and bring their request to amend their site
plan to the City Commission, the meetings and attention
to this matter intensified culminating with the August

22nd Commission Meeting. All of which required a lot of
time and effort, quite the balancing act for a Board made

up of volunteers with full time jobs.

I am proud to stand up for my community and even more
proud of those residents that made the effort to be

involved and carved a moment of their busy lives to stand
up in solidarity at the commission meetings. From

sweat equity to improve our community because we

believe that we deserve to live in a clean, safe and fun

neighborhood. We sacrifice time and energy to better our
community. Over the past few years we resurrected the

newsletter, organized neighborhood clean ups, maintained
road closures and hosted events throughout the year. We
keep our ears to the ground, working with City Staff and

the Police and watching out for issues that affect all of us
in our community. If you want to see positive change in
the world, what better place to start than with our

community. Isn’t it about time that you stepped up to the
plate and participated?

Our Association’s motto is “Unity in the Community,

Because Unity is Strength”. A point that could not have

been illustrated better the by the outcome in this matter.
Who knows what could have been accomplished if the
Commissioners witnessed the size of the opposition to
having these gates opened to vehicular access.

In the event that Site Amendment is approved and the

gates are to be opened, our focus will be on identifying and
securing traffic calming measures to mitigate the effects of

additional cars on 11th street. This means working closely
and steadily with the Transportation and Mobility and
other City and County Departments.

personal experience, I know it isn’t an easy task. At the

I invite each and every one of you reading, to get involved,

disheartened. I cannot tell you how disappointed I was

values for all residents of Lake Ridge. Lend your voice, your

few Lake Ridge Residents in the audience as I expected to

and we want to achieve, serve and support even more

Villa Medici residents had galvanized and came ready to

your support and involvement.

last Commission Meeting however, I was truly

help us make our streets safer and help secure property

looking around the Commission Chambers to find just a

talents, your ideas, and your time. The LRCA is here for you

see Lake Ridge represented en masse. Instead I saw that

residents of our community, but it can only do so with

support their cause.

To those of you that attended, I truly thank you. But what
happened Lake Ridge? Where were you? We needed

We care about Lake Ridge. Do you? If the answer is yes,

can we count on you? Please join us. Be the force of Unity
in OUR community.

you. The Lake Ridge Civic Association Board works very

hard on your behalf. We volunteer many hours and invest
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Candidate's Night
On the evening of August 13th, The Judicial
Candidate's Night was held at the ArtServe
Auditorium with the attendance of over 125
residents.
The residents got a first hand view at those who were
seeking election during the primary election on
August 28th. Our moderator was Howard Finkelstein,
elected Public Defender of Broward County aka
"Help Me Howard" from Channel 7 WSVN News.
Thanks to the Council of Fort Lauderdale Civic
Associations, with the assistance of Lake Ridge Civic
Association, Middle River Terrace, Imperial Point ,
Poinsettia Heights, Victoria Park, South Middle River,
Lauderdale Beaches and all that attended, for making
this event a huge success.
L. to R. >> Robert Ayen; Yelka Mikolji; Betty Shelly; Barbara

Weinstein; Michael Albetta; Colleen Lockwood and The Honorable
Howard Finkelstein.
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President’s message ..... Continued from page 1

We welcome Gulf Stream Brewery to13th street. Please see
the front cover page. Lake Ridge Civic Association always

welcomes new businesses, as well as we greatly believe in
supporting the businesses that support LRCA.

In closing, it is the LRCA’s intention to inform the

Community of current neighborhood happenings, events,

and issues in the Lake Ridge area. Renters, homeowners and

Lake Ridge Traffic Calming CSLIP
Project.
Your Lake Ridge Civic Association has been working very
closely with the City of Fort Lauderdale Transportation &

Mobility Department for quite a while now, to come up with
a proposed plan for the Lake Ridge Traffic Calming CSLIP
project.

businesses are welcomed to our meetings ( see the schedule

The LRCA is pleased with how receptive and

Ridge Civic Association and become active in Lake Ridge.

can see a map and summary of the proposed plans on the

and have delicious Jet's Pizza, soft drinks and get informed.

stop signs, stop line painting and speed radar signs which do

of meetings, time and location on page one). Please join Lake

accommodating the City has been to our feedback and you

Simply fill out the membership form. Come to our meeting

next page. They are moving forward with already discussed

See you at the Holiday party at J. MARK’S Restaurant on

December.3rd 6pm. (see the ad on page 1), we gave away
free plants last year.

not appear on this map.

We are also thrilled to that Christine Fanchi, the City’s

Engineering Design Manager will be joining us to talk about
these initiatives at our next General Meeting on October
18th. Hope you can join us. (See map on pg. 7 )
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HELPFUL NUMBERS
EMERGENCY
POLICE & FIRE
NON-EMERGENCY

911
954-764-HELP
954-764-4357

CITY 24-HOUR
CUSTOMER SERVICE
954-828-8000
CODE COMPLIANCE

954-828-5207

MAYOR DEAN TRANTALIS 954-828-5314
dtrantalis@fortlauderdale.gov
CITY COMMISSIONER
STEVE GLASSMAN
954-828-5923
sglassman@fortlauderdale.gov
CITY HALL INFO

954.828.5000

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
TIM RYAN
954-357-7007
tryan@broward.org
VOTER REGISTRATION

954-357-7050

Graffiti Hotline
954-828-6402
City Hurricane Emergency 954- 828-8888
FPL Power Outages
800-OUTAGE
TECO/People’s Gas Co
1.877.832.6747
Broward County
Emergency Management
954.831.3900
County Hurricane Hotline 954.831.4000
TTY Hurricane Hotline
954.831.3940
Special Needs Registry
954.537.2888
TTY Special Needs Registry 954.537.2882
Mass Transit
954.357.8400
State of Florida
Emergency Management
850.413.9900
FEMA
800.621.3362
National Flood Insurance
888.379.9531
American Red Cross (So FL) 305.644.1200
Residential Garbage Pickup Monday & Thursday
Yard Waste and Recycling Pickup Thursday

Bulk Trash Pickup 3rd Thursday
of the month


Cut out and stick on your refrigerator for easy reference. Cut out and stick on your refrigerator for easy reference. Cut out and stick on your refrigerator for easy reference. Cut out and stick on your refrigerator for easy reference.
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To: All Lake Ridge Residents
Position: Lake Ridge “Green Your Routine” (G.Y.R) Representative

Duties: Volunteer a minimum of four hours per month to help earn funds
for our neighborhood (typically about $1000 annually). Volunteers may

work with City staff and local associations to promote recycling, environmental stewardship and resource conservation.

As a G.Y.R. volunteer, you work directly with the City Recycling
Program Coordinator & with other Neighborhood’s G.Y.R.

volunteers. GYR volunteers meet to receive information from the

City, share experiences, trade helpful materials and knowledge, and
just to get to know each other. Meetings are the SECOND Monday
of EVERY OTHER month at 7 p.m. at the City of Fort Lauderdale

Sanitation Administration Building, located at 220 SW 14th Avenue. The GYR volunteer also educates LRCA residents at our four

(4) general meetings each year. Additionally, you will volunteer at
various city events and recruiting other LRCA residents to assist

you. For example, working the Starlight Music Festival, the Sunday
Jazz Brunch, the Household Hazardous Waste Events or the
quarterly Tree Giveaways, to name a few.
**********************************************************************************************

If you are a cheerful, brilliant, courageous, optimistic, devoted,
energetic, open-minded, enthusiastic and

passionate about our community, WE NEED YOU!
Lend your time, creative energy and be an active LRCA Civic
Association Volunteer. Join and serve a community that believes in
“Unity in the Community”, because “Unity is Strength”.

Together, we are committed to enhancing the well-being of our
neighborhood. For more information
contact:

•
•

Michael Albetta: albettam@icloud.com or 954-560-8649
Juliette Rocque: luze052@gmail.com
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Save-a-Tree / Plant-a-Tree
This innovative program merges environmental
protection and resource savings by offering free trees

to Fort Lauderdale customers who switch to paper-free
utility billing, either through automatic bill payment
or e-billing. Customers can receive up to two
trees which can be picked up during our
Quarterly Tree Giveaways and can choose

from any of the tree species available at these
events. Trees provided are Florida-friendly.
This means the trees are adapted to Florida’s
climate, are not invasive, and require

minimal water, chemicals and fertilizers.
Save a Tree, Plant a Tree offers many benefits,
including:

1. It promotes and encourages sustainability

through paper-free services that save energy
and natural resources.

2. It increases the City’s tree canopy to cool,

shade, and beautify homes, neighborhoods, paths,

equally important to know how to properly plant the
new tree and where it can be planted. Planting a

Tree Instructions will also be provided on the tree
pickup days.

Please note that trees received through this
program are intended to be in-

stalled solely on private property, as they are too small to be

installed

within the right of way (ROW) swale are-

as.

If you would like to sign up, review a list
of available trees, or additional
information about this program, visit the
City of Ft. Lauderdale’s Green Your

Routine page at: www.fortlauderdale.gov/
greener-government/natural-resourcespreservation and click on the Save-a-

Tree / Plant-a-Tree logo on the bottom

right-hand corner.

parks, and roads.
3. It is a fiscally responsible alternative that helps

“green” Fort Lauderdale while reducing expenses.

Get a Tree by Going Paper-Free!
Getting a free tree is easy. Fort Lauderdale utility
customers just need to sign up for Automatic Bill

Payment and/or E-billing and then pick up their tree,
or two trees if signed up for both services, on the
prescheduled day set for the timeframe they signed up
in. (schedule posted on their site).

Before selecting a tree, it is very important to read the
descriptions for each type of tree available to select
the right one for the right place, and one that can be
easily trimmed and maintained. In addition, it is
Spring
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Help the police keep
OUR
neighborhood safe.
CALL

9-1-1
Lake Ridge News is the Official Publication of the
www.LakeRidgeCivic.org.

Advertising Rates and Information
The Lake Ridge News is published quarterly serving Lake Ridge
and its 3500 residents.
Black & White ad rates are :
Business Card $75
(2.25” high x 3.75” wide)
Quarter Page $125
(4.75” high x 3.75” wide)
Half Page
Horizontal
$225
(4.75” high x 7.75” wide)
Half Page
Vertical
$225
(9.25” high x 3.25” wide)
Full Page
$400
(9.25” high x 7.75” wide)
Color ad rates are:
Full Page
Inside Cover $600
Full Page
Back Cover
$775

(7.75” high x 9.25” wide)
(7.75” high x 9.75” wide)

Half-page inside cover (color) may be available. Please con-tact
us for availability.
We offer discounts for advertisers that make an Annual
Commitment or those who have placed ads on a regular basis,
please contact us for further details.
Deadlines for camera ready art and prepayment for upcoming
editions are posted at www.LakeRidgeCivic.org
Please email camera-ready art work in High Resolution JPEG or
PDF format to LakeRigdgeNews@gmail.com
For more information please call 954-560-8649
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Did you know? It is a common misconception that the City of Fort Lauderdale maintains our street closures. The lake Ridge Civic
Association is100% responsible for the clean up, maintenance and beautification of all our street closures.
On the pictures above: LRCA Board Members and their families, Residents & Volunteers on our last street beautification project. We
could use your help. Please consider joining us at our next event, see the details below.
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City of Fort Lauderdale August 21, 2018 Summery regarding
Villa Medici Association, Inc Site Plan Amendment
As Lake Ridge neighbors may be aware, there was a request by one of the lake Ridge communities, Villa
Medici to open up vehicular driveways at the north end of the community onto NE 11th Street. This was
presented to the Fort Lauderdale City Commission as “a request for an expression of no objection by
the on August 21, 2018.”
At that hearing, the Lake Ridge Civic Association expressed to the Commission that the neighbors
expected certain review and changes to the proposed application.
Villa Medici agreed to modify its application, subject to City staff approval, to:
1. Include an opening at its Southwest gate onto Sunrise Blvd.
2. Ask to make the proposed north entrances two way versus the proposed one way.
3. Comply with the applicable zoning and building code requirements
4. Support Lake Ridge in its desire to ensure the existing road closures were maintained.
5. Join Lakeridge in supporting traffic calming measures in the neighborhood.
Also discussed at the meeting were pedestrian and nonmotorized easements running north and south in
the vacated ROW’s: NE 17th Way and NE 17th Terrace. The City attorney advised the City Commission
that the easements were retained in the Ordinance vacating those rights-of-way.
Following that discussion and statements from Villa Medici and Lake Ridge, the City Commission voted
that it did not object to the Villa Medici’s pending site plan application. The site plan is not approved,
but the City Commission has formally expressed that it has no objection to the proposal.
The next step is likely that Villa Medici will amend its site plan application and submit it to the City for
review consistent with the discussion of new gate openings above.
The Lake Ridge Board will update the neighborhood when Villa Medici resubmits its site plan
amendment application to the City regarding opening the gates. We will share the application and make
sure the proposed plan with new gate openings are consistent with the discussion in front of the City
Commission.

