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As-salaamu-alaikum. Indeed, all praise is for Al-
laah; we praise Him, and we seek His help and we
seek His forgiveness.

And we seek refuge in Allaah(Azza wa Jal) from
the wickedness of ourselves and from our evil
deeds.

Whoever Allaah guides, none can misguide him
and whoever He misguides (leaves to go astray)
none can guide him.

And I testify that there is no deity who has the right
to be worshipped except Allaah alone, and there are

no partners for Him.

And I testify that Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
is His slave and Messenger.

O you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that
He has ordered and by abstaining from all that
He has forbidden) as He should be feared. [Obey
Him, be thankful to Him, and remember Him al-
ways], and die not except in a state of Islam [as
Muslims (with complete submission to Alldh)].
(Aal ‘Imraan 3:102)

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created
you from a single person (Adam), and from him
(Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and
Jfrom them both He created many men and wom-
en; and fear Allah through Whom you demand
(your mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations
of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Alldh is Ever an
All=Watcher over you. (An-Nisaa’ 4:1)

O you who believe! Keep your duty to Alldh and
fear Him and speak (always) the truth. He will
direct you to do righteous charitable deeds and
will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys
Allah and His Messenger (SAW) he has indeed

achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be saved

from the Hell-fire and will be admitted to Para-
dise). (Al-Ahzaab 33:70-71)

To proceed: Indeed, the most truthful Speech is the
Book of Allaah,
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And the best guidance is the guidance of Muham-
mad (Peace be upon him).

And the worst affairs are the newly invented mat-
ters (in Deen).

Every newly invented matter is a religious innova-
tion,
And every religious innovation is misguidance,

And every misguidance is in the Hellfire.

We are near the middle of Ramadhan 2021 and the
pandemic. We pray that everyone is well. If you
don’t already know, Allah said:

“Fasting is Mine and it is [ who give reward for it”
in the Forty Hadith Qudsi (hadith 10). An extensive
explanation can be found at:

https://alchishti.wordpress.com/2006/09/30/fasting
-1s-for-me-the-meaning-of-the-hadith-qudsi/

I hope everyone fasted an extended number of days
in Shabaan, and will do many good deeds including
reading the Qur’aan during Ramadhan. Also,
please don’t forget to make up any days missed and
to do an additional 6 days during Shawwal, to cor-
rect any mistakes we make inside of Ramadhaan.

Also, remember that Ramadhaan is not just abstain-
ing from food, but to abstain from looking at things
we should not see (like movies), hearing things that
we should not hear (like music), walking to places
that we should not walk (like strip joints and drug
houses) and etc..

May Allaah (The Almighty) bless everyone’s fast-
ing. Please know that we are working constantly to
improve our website and magazine, and to also pro-
vide Muslims and non-Muslims a means to learn
about Allaah and His Messengers. I pray that Allah
(The Mighty and Majestic) uses my work to spread
the Word of Allaah, and blesses all of those who
read and support the Los Angeles Special Bulletin
magazine and websites to enter Paradise. Ameen.

Thank You for reading!
In the future the LASB will only be available online at:
www.lasb.org
and our blog is at: www.salaficity.org and
www.abubakrstore.com




Support the Da’wah

By Shafeeq A. Qaasim

In the name of Allah(s) the Most Gracious, the Most

Merciful. We should all try to increase our knowledge
of the Almighty Creator—Allah (). We get some
knowledge/information about our deen from our parents
and friends. We get most of our knowledge/information
from the Imam and Muslim teachers at the Masjid we
attend. However, unfortunately, there is a lot of misin-
formation that we get from the educational system, me-
dia and social media. Da’wah is important because we
have to disseminate the truth to “eliminate the false-
hood”. Da’wah is how we do it.

According to many scholars in this field the term
Da’wah applies to conveying the message of Islam to
non-Muslims and Muslims, and inviting them to Allah.
Non-practicing and lost Muslims need to be reeducated
and motivated to become better Muslims; they believe
they already know Allah (=) and have been given the
concept of TAWHEED. Some objectives of Da’wah are
as follows:

(a) Conveying the message of Islam to non-Muslims
and inviting them to Allah («)

(b) Making efforts to remove misinformation about Is-
lam and Muslims from textbooks, reference material and
media.

(c) Making efforts for the integration of new Muslims
into the Muslim community.

(d) Developing material resources, recruiting manpower
(volunteers) and providing training for Da'wah workers.

One must realize that the goal of Da’wah to non-
Muslims is not to convert them, in fact do not expect it,
but the goal is to inform them and educate them. That is
our only duty. Da’wah with the intention of conversion
might make you too aggressive and might make you
come on too strong, hence scaring them away.

Is Da’wah a duty on every Muslim?

Yes, it is a duty assigned by Allah.

In the Qur'an Allah() has placed the responsibility
on the Muslim Ummah to convey the message of
Islam to mankind. Allah (») says in Surah Al-
Bagarah: "Thus We have appointed you a just
nation (model community and Ummah), that
you may be witnesses against mankind, and that
the Messenger may be a witness over you'. (Al-
Qur'an 2:143)

We find numerous verses in the Qur'an on the same
topic. Here, “witnessing” means to convey the
message of Islam, i.e. to call people towards Allah
(da'aa ilallah as in the Qur'an 41:33). “And who is
better in speech than he who says My Lord is
Allah () and then stands firm and invites men
to Allah’s religion, and does righteous deeds,
and says: “I am one of the Muslims”.

Prophet Muhammad (peace be wonnim) completed his as-
signment in his lifetime by conveying the message
to the entire Arabian Peninsula and sending letters
to the heads of surrounding countries. In his Khut-
bah of his farewell hajj he passed on the responsi-
bility to every Muslim when he said, "Those who
are present should convey (my message) to those
who are not'". (Bukhari).

He did not allow us to wait until we are a perfect
Islamic society before beginning to convey the
message. Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon nim) did not
wait until a few converts grew up to develop an
Islamic society nor did he want us to wait. He said
as given in Bukhari, "Convey for me (to the peo-
ple) even it be single ayah (verse)".

No one as an individual or as a community can de-
lay until perfection is achieved; as soon as you
have some knowledge of Islam you have a duty to
convey it to those unfortunate people who know
little or nothing about Islam and invite them to it.

The emphasis is on the transmission of the message

of Islam to other human beings. We, the Muslims,
(Continued on page 11)
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Al Qawaaid al-‘Arbaa’ (Part 4):
The Four Foundations of Shirk

By Sheikh Abdul Wahhab who died in 1206 AH (after Hijrah)

Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem

As-salaamu-alaikum. Indeed all praise is due to Allaah, we praise
Him and we seek His help and we seek His forgiveness. And, we
seek refuge in Allaah from the wickedness and evil in ourselves
and from our evil deeds. Amaa ba’d;

Allah the Almighty said, “And I (Allah) created not the jinn and
mankind except that they should worship Me (alone)” (Qur’an
51:56).

We continue with part 4 and the “Third Foundation” from the
treatise called “The Four Foundations of Shirk” by Shaikh Mu-
hammad ibn Abdul Wahhab. Allah's Messenger came to a people
who differed in their object of worship; some worshiped the An-
gels while others worshiped the Prophets and pious, also there
were those who worshiped stones and trees and some worshiped
the sun and the moon, but the Prophet did not differentiate be-
tween them.

He said, 'Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar! By the One is whose
Hand is my soul, these are the ways. The like of what you have
said is like what Bani Israeel said to Moosa, 'Make for us a god
as they have gods.' He said, 'Verily, you are an ignorant peo-
ple.' [Soorah al-A'raaf (7): 138] [at-Tirmidhee]

The Fourth Foundation: The mushrikeen (those who commit
shirk) of our time are worse in Shirk than the previous genera-
tions because the former generations committed Shirk during
times of ease but they would become sincere during difficult
times unlike the mushrikeen of today, whose Shirk is continuous
at times of ease and hardship. Proof is the Saying of Allah,
“When they embark on a ship they invoke Allah making their
faith pure for Him only, but when He brings them safely to land,
behold, they give a share of their worship to others” [Soorah al-
Ankaboot (29): 65] (End of the treatise)

(Please refer to previous issues posted for parts 1-3)
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Say (O Muhammad (SAW)): "He is Allah, (the) One. (1) "Allah-us-Samad [Allah
the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, (He neither eats nor
drinks)]. (2) "He begets not, nor was He begotten;(3) "And there is none co-
equal or comparable unto Him." (4) (Surah Ikhlas 112:1-4)
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Sheithh Dn. cdullah Dublihanti:

vn.l..ty. & Com;.n.g. g.trg.eth.eh.

Transcribed by Abdul-Majeed Qaasim

From the principles of Ahlus-Sunnabh,

Abu Maryam Tariq, Salafi Publications

Telelink at Birmingham Annual Conference 2004

*Graduate of the Islaamic University of Madeenah

He began this talk on one of the fundamental princi-

ples of the Ahlus-Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah. That funda-
mental principle being A/ — [jtimaa’, their coming to-
gether and being together in harmony.

He began by saying, “In the Name of Allaah. All
Praise is for Allaah and that we seek Allaah’s for-
giveness, and we ask Allaah’s refuge from the evils of
ourselves and our evil deeds. I mention that whomev-
er Allaah guides, then none can misguide that person,
and whoever Allaah misguides, then none can guide
that person. And mentioning that none has a right to
be worshiped except Allaah (alone). And that Mu-
hammad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) is the Mes-
senger of Allaah bearing witness to that. And he said
indeed the truest of speech is the speech of Allaah,
and that the best guidance is the guidance of Muham-
mad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and that the worst
of all affairs, are the affairs that are newly introduced
into the religion, and that every affair newly intro-
duced into the religion is an innovation, and that eve-
ry innovation is misguidance.

And he said, “Oh brothers, I praise Allaah, the one
other than whom there is no lord. And other than
whom none has the right to be worshipped. That he
has granted us this gathering and this lecture. And I
ask Allaah that he causes us to be from those people
who are guided and those who are guides for others,

and that we are not people who are misguided
(Ameen).

This issue we begin part 4 from where we left off in
part 3 of the previous January 2019 issue “By the
Pen” issue. (See archives at www.lasb.org)

If the Muslims apply the understanding of the Salaf
and Companions they will be in harmony. So gather-
ing together can only be upon the truth and in accord-
ance with the truth. This unity is an obligation, how-
ever we can only be united upon the truth ( the two
parts of revelation being the Book and the Sunnah).

v[).on the “nuth ( Pant 4 )

Whoever accomplishes that will be upon the true reli-
gion. "Whoever clings to what Allah has commanded
then he has been guided to the straight path." We
make dua' every prayer to guide us upon the straight
path. With regard to this ayat in Fatihah where the
straight path is mentioned Ibn Abi Haathim mentions,
"Guide us upon the straight path, it is Allah's Messen-
ger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) and after him Abu
Bakr and Omar. That is the straight path." The narra-
tor said he took this saying to Hasan Al-Basari and
told him what Ibn Al-Aaliyah said about the straight
path. and Hasan Al-Basari said, "He has spoken the
truth and he has sincerely advised you."

In the name of Allah, All praise is for Allah. Different
sayings have been mentioned about what is meant by
the Straight Path. Some have said the straight path
means the religion of Islam, some have said the Book.
Some have said the straight path means following Al-
lah and his Messenger. All of these sayings are cor-
rect, because they are all in conformity with each oth-
er. Because whoever follows the Messenger
(sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) and along with that fol-
lows Abu Bakr and Omar, then he has no doubt fol-
lowed the truth. Whoever has followed the truth has
followed Islaam. And whoever has followed Islaam
has followed the Book and the Sunnah. So therefore
all of these sayings are correct. From the fundamental
principles of the people of the Sunnah is unity upon
the truth and harmony upon the truth and leaving sep-
aration.

The people of knowledge from the earliest times have
stated that from the distinguishing signs of the people
of innovation is separation and the forming of sects.
And the opposite of that are the ones that have re-
mained upon the Sunnah. Some people were asking
the great scholar Ibnu Batta, as he mentioned in his
book Al-Ibaana Al-Kubra with regard to the people
splitting apart and the sects that have split away from
the main body of the Muslims. Someone asked him,
"These sects that have split away.. how can we recog-
nize and avoid them?" In response Ibu Batta said,
"These sects that have split away have 4 innovated
principles. All of their principles revolve around devi-

(Continued on page 16)
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place (the Paradise), then whenever
there comes to you Guidance from Me,
and whoever follows My Guidance, there
shall be no fear on them, nor shall they
grieve (38) But those who disbelieve
and belie Our Ayat (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)-
such are the dwellers of the Fire, They
shall abide therein forever.

| We said: "Get down all of you from this
| (Al Qur'aan 2:38-39)
]
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Los Angeles Islamic Chamber of Commerce

By Shafeeq A. Qaasim

B ismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem. As-salaamu-

alaikum to all the Muslim businesses, organiza-
tions, and readers. The Los Angeles Islamic Cham-
ber of Commerce (LAICOC) is new to Los Angeles
and is engaging in organizing and bringing together
Muslim Businesses and Muslim Organizations in
the Los Angeles and Southern California area dur-
ing 2021, insha Allah. What better time of the year
to launch a new professional Muslim organization
than now? Allah(swt) and His Messenger(peace be upon
nim) Wants us to engage in halal and successful busi-
nesses. There are many narrations describing
Prophet Muhammad (pezce be wpon him) and his Compan-
ions doing business all around the world, even
over1400 years ago.

The Qur’an speaks about trade in Surah Fatir
Ayahs 19-30. Allah says “Not alike are the blind
(disbelievers in Islimic Monotheism) and the see-
ing (believers in Islamic Monotheism). (19) Nor
are (alike) the darkness (disbelief) and the light
(Belief in Islamic Monotheism). (20) Nor are
(alike) the shade and the sun's heat. (21) Nor are
(alike) the living (i.e. the believers) and the dead
(i.e. the disbelievers). Verily, Allih makes whom
He wills to hear, but you cannot make hear those
who are in the graves. (22) You (O Muhammad
peace be wpon him) AF€ only a warner (i.e. your duty is to
convey Alldh's Message to mankind, but the guid-
ance is in Allah's hands). (23) Verily! We have
sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad tidings,
and a warner. And there never was a nation but a
warner had passed among them. (24) And if they
belie you, those before them also belied. Their
Messengers came to them with clear signs, and
with the Scriptures, and the book giving light. (25)
Then I took hold of those who disbelieved, and
how terrible was My denial (punishment)! (26)
See you not that Allih sends down water (rain)
firom the sky, and We produce therewith fruits of

varying colours, and among the mountains are
streaks white and red, of varying colours and
(others) very black (27) And likewise of men and
Ad—Dawabb (moving (living) creatures, beasts),
and cattle, of various colours. It is only those who
have knowledge among His slaves that fear Alldh.
Verily, Alldh is All-Mighty, Oft—~Forgiving. (28)
Verily, those who recite the Book of Alldh (this
Qur'an), and perform As—Salit
(Igdmat—as—Salat), and spend (in charity) out of
what We have provided for them, secretly and
openly, they hope for a (sure) trade—gain that will
never perish. (29) That He may pay them their
wages in full, and give them (even) more, out of
His Grace. Verily! He is Oft—~Forgiving, Most
Ready to appreciate (good deeds and to recom-
pense).”’(30)

All wealth belongs to Allah. The word Tijaarah
mentioned in ayah 29 is referring to trade, transac-
tions, and commerce, and appears about 9 times in
the Qur’an. Allah(swt) wants us to be successful
and gives us guidance and commandments to fol-
low. We are trading what we desire in this world
for the gains of the Jannah(hereafter), a place that
will never perish. He also says, “Alldh wishes to
make clear (what is lawful and what is unlawful)
to you, and to show you the ways of those before
you, and accept your repentance, and Allih is
All-Knower, All-Wise. (26) Allah wishes to ac-
cept your repentance, but those who follow their
lusts, wish that you (believers) should deviate tre-
mendously away (from the Right Path). (27) Allah
wishes to lighten (the burden) for you; and man
was created weak (cannot be patient to leave sexu-
al intercourse with woman). (28) O you who be-
lieve! Eat not up your property among yourselves
unjustly except it be a trade amongst you, by mu-
tual consent. And do not kill yourselves (nor kill
one another). Surely, Allidh is Most Merciful to
you. (29) And whoever commits that through ag-
gression and injustice, We shall cast him into the

(Continued on page 16)
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A Few Fasting Tips in Ramadhan

By Shaikh Ahson Syed

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful
All Praise is due to Allah, and may His Peace and Bless-
ings be upon His Messenger. The month of Ramadhan is
an annually recurring opportunity to gain countless bless-
ings from Allah. One of the prescribed acts of worship
during this great month is the obligation of fasting during
the day. It is important for every Muslim to be aware of
the rules and regulations of this great act of worship, to
ensure that it is being performed correctly. With this
objective in mind, what follows is a brief explanation of
the rulings regarding fasting during the month of Rama-
dhan.

The beginning of the month of Ramadhan can be es-

tablished in three ways:

1. Sighting of the crescent of Ramadhan

2. Testimony of the crescent being sighted from a relia-
ble Muslim, who is of sound man and postpubescent

3. Completion of 30 days of Shabaan

Once the beginning of the month has been established,
fasting from Fajr to Maghrib is obligatory upon every
postpubescent Muslim of sound mind, who is physically
able to handle the fast.

Whose fasting is invalid?

Fasting of a non-Muslim is invalid

Fasting of a “‘majnoon’ (person not of sound mind) is
invalid

Fasting of a woman on her menstrual cycle is invalid

Fasting of a woman during postpartum bleeding (up to
40 days) is invalid

The fasting of a prepubescent child who is able to under-
stand what he or she is doing is valid, although not oblig-
atory. A person who is ill or travelling is not obliged to
fast during his sickness or travel, but he must make up
the missed fasts later. However, if he chooses to fast
during his illness or travel, the fast is valid. Women who
are on their menstrual cycles or postpartum bleeding (up
to 40 days) are forbidden from fasting, and they must
make up the fasts they missed later.

Suhoor (pre-fast meal)

It is from the Sunnah to have a meal before Fajr, before
starting the fast. The Messenger of Allah (may peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) informed us that
there is blessing in the pre-fast meal. The pre-fast meal
should not be taken too early, rather it should be delayed
as much as possible. Suhoor time ends when the time for
Fajr begins.

Iftar (breaking the fast)
The fast should be broken immediately after the sun sets.

It is from the Sunnah to hasten to break the fast, and not
to delay it. If possible, one should break his fast with

fresh dates. If no fresh dates are available, then one
should break his fast with dry dates. If no dry dates are
available, one should break his fast with water.

Actions which invalidate the fast:

Sexual intercourse

This is the most serious of the actions which invalidate
the fast. If a person whose fasting is obligatory, engages
in sexual intercourse during the day of Ramadan, he or
she must make up that day of fasting, and in addition
must offer an expiation for this action.

The expiation is to free a slave, and if that is not possible,
then to fast 60 consecutive days, and if that is not possi-
ble, then to feed 60 poor people each, half a saa’ of food.

1. If one breaks his fast in ways other than sexual inter-
course, this necessitates making up the day, but there is
no expiation.

2. Ejaculation while awake

If someone kisses his spouse, or touches her in an inti-
mate way, or looks at her with desire to the point of ejac-
ulation, this breaks the fast and necessitates making up
the day. There is no expiation in this case. Ejaculation
during sleep (nocturnal emission) does not break the fast.

3. Eating and drinking

Eating food or drinking liquid invalidates the fast and
necessitates making the day up. However, if someone
ate or drank out of forgetfulness, then he must immedi-
ately stop when he remembers, and the fast is valid and
does not need to be made up.

4. Injections that provide nutrition

Injections that provide nourishment to the body invali-
date the fast. However, not nourishing injections, such
as vaccinations, do not break the fast.

5. Hijamah (cupping)

Hijamabh, or cupping, is the practice of removing non-
efficient blood from the body. This is an action that in-
validates the fast. By analogy, donating blood also
breaks the fast, because a large amount of blood is re-
moved. However, removing a small amount of blood for
a blood test does not invalidate the fast, because the
amount of blood loss is minor. Also, unintentional
bleeding, from an injury, tooth loss, or nosebleed, does
not invalidate the fast.

6. Intentional vomiting

If a person intentionally induces vomiting, this invali-
dates the fast and necessitates making up the day. How-
ever, if a person is overcome by nausea and vomits in-
voluntarily, then his fast is valid and he does not need to
make the day up.

Making up fasts

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 5) Support the Da’wah

are not responsible to convert people by force or co-
ercion, as Allah () has clearly forbidden such tac-
tics (The Qur'an 2:256). All human beings on earth
have an Allah(s) given freedom to submit to Him
(Allah alone) or submit to taghut (the worship of
idols).

Remember, da’wah has great rewards. Whoever
guides someone towards good, will receive the re-
ward of the one who acts upon it. (Muslim). This
means, if a person is converted through the da’wah
you give him/her, you get rewards for all the prayers
he/she does or all the fasts that he/she does, etc.

Allah(«) says “And those who disbelieve are allies
of one another, and if you (Muslims of the whole
world collectively) do not do so [i.e become allies,
as one united block] to make victorious Allah’s
religion, there will be fitnah and oppression on
the earth, and a great mischief and corruption
(appearance of polytheism)”. (Surah Anfal 8:73)

This is serious business. Allah(«) then says, “And a
declaration from Allah and His Messenger to
Mankind on the Greatest Day (the 10th of Dhul
Hijjah—the 12th month of the Islamic calendar)
that Allah is free from all obligations to the dis-
believers and so is His Messenger. So, if you
(disbelievers) repent, it is better for you, but if
you turn away, then know that you cannot escape
(from the punishment of Allah((-). And give tid-
ings (O Muhammad) of a painful torment to
those who disbelieve”. (Surat at-Taubah 9:3)

Allah(s) warns us not to take our parents as support-
ers and helpers if they disbelieve. He says, “O you
who believe! Take not as Auliya (supporters and
helpers) your fathers and brothers if they prefer
disbelief to Belief. And, whoever of you who does
so, then he is one of the Zalimun (wrong do-
ers).” (Surah At-Taubah v. 23)

Allah((r) goes on to say “Fight against those who
(1) believe not in Allah, (2) nor in the Last Day,
(3) nor forbid that which has been forbidden by
Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him), (4) and
those who acknowledge not the religion of Truth
(Islam) among the people of the Scriptures (Jews

and Christians), until they pay the Jizyah
(Islamic tax) with willing submission, and feel
themselves subdued”. (Surah at-Taubah 9:29).

In conclusion, it is incumbent on each of you to sup-
port the Da’wah. A good place to start is right here
with the Los Angeles Special Bulletin and the sub-
sidiaries (i.e. www.lasb.org, abubakrstore.com,
www.laicoc.org) insha Allah.

As-salaamu-alaikum.

I I I I BN N e
(Continued from page 10) A Few Fasting Tips

If a person needs to make up fasts, it is better to make
them up as soon as possible, but it is permissible to de-
lay them as long as the next Ramadan has not yet come.
It is sinful to delay making up fasts past the next Rama-
dan, unless a person has a valid excuse (like a difficult
pregnancy, breastfeeding with fear that fasting would
deplete milk, etc..).

Permanent illness

A person who suffers from a permanent illness that pre-
vents him from fasting is exempted from the obligation
of fasting. Instead of fasting, this person must feed a
poor person for each day of fasting he misses.

We ask Allah to make us from the people who worship

Him in the manner that He has prescribed, and we ask
Allah to grant us sincerity and accept our deeds.

+ Build a New Masjid in Los Angeles area,

+ with Islamic school from preschool
thru Junior College

+ And with Medical Center for Muslims

+ And Residences

Show your support by going to:

gf.me/u/kva2gb
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Foundations of Islamic Finance—Ribaa (Part 1)

Islamic Finance Series: Volume 1, Issue 1
By Dr. Mace Abdullah

Introduction. Islamic Finance (“IF”) is a theoretical outgrowth of Islamic Economics. The later has
emerged from the Islamic worldview and its axioms (self-evident truths). Among those axioms are the be-
liefs that Almighty Allah, 55 4 (Subhaanahu wa Ta’alaa, i.e. Most Glorified and Most High,
hereafter ) g created the universe for the benefit of humanity; and He has filled it with inexhaustible re-
sources that must be nurtured, managed and developed to meet the ever changing needs of humanity. Fur-
ther, among the Islamic axioms is that A/lGh %% has appointed vicegerents or khald’ifa ((<5A plural
for khalifah, to efficiently and equitably allocate those resources (Khan, 1994), (Chapra, 1992). That re-
sponsibility is one of shared stewardship or wakalah ( (ij\s}i‘ and trust or amanah ( (5\3\-;\1:" that seek the
wellbeing ((4#4) of humanity and its dealings among the people, mu’amulat ((<=3&\=s Thus, Allah
declares:

RPEE VPR PRSP IS SEFURE

“Then, We made you their successors in the land, so that We may observe how you act” (Al Qur’an 10:14).

Further, Allah L informs those entrusted with the amanah of its challenges:

¥ sia Ualls H8 iy las 5 e (15 \eilads 31 Gl Jaall s (s W15 et e &) G e )
“Indeed, We did offer the amanah to the heavens and the earth, and the mountains, but they declined to bear
it and were afraid of it. But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant” (Al Qur’an 33:72).

It was reported by Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman 4& &) ;.= y(radi Allahu anhu, may Allah be pleased with him,

hereinafter ﬁ:}) that the Messenger of Allah, Sall Allahu alayhi wa Salam or Blessings of Allah be upon
him and Peace, hereinafter (% said:

G Vsale 5 AN 153 5 G 0555 Ja ol ool e o o) (e S5 Y als e A L 0 05 6 06 das e
“Amanah descended in the innermost
hearts of men. Then the Qur'an was re-
vealed and they learned from the Qur’an
and they learned from the Sunnah™ Mut-
tafaqun alayhi (authenticity agreed upon) in the
two Sahih.
Islamic financial institutions (“IFI”)
3403 W 43rd Street Lo f ITSETWILE Ol have collective religious obligations
Angeles, CA 90008 SRRSO (/i.11.d kifayyah) imposed on them by the
Www.youthnmotion.org Classes: MTh & Sat. Shari’ah, as a result of their use of the
Shari’ah as their purported basis for ex-
istence, their “brand” and their represen-
tations to consumers, who expect that
their products, services and praxis are

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)(Foundations of Islamic Finance-Ribaa)

Shari’ah-based (Farook, 2007). They are obligated to provide financial services in accordance with the
Shari’ah, its rules or ahkam (383Y¥\derived from the Sources of the Shari’ah, and the Magasid al-Shari’ah or
Higher Objectives of the Shari’ah. Today, IF encompasses capital markets, Islamic banking, takaful (the
Shari’ah-compliant replacement of insurance) and other transfer units (e.g. money changing, digital wallets,
and even moving towards cryptocurrency).

IFIs act as intermediators and allocate financial resources between “excess” units, e.g. the savings and in-
vestments of households and firms, to “deficit” units (consumers and businesses) that need financing to pur-
chase, produce and improve assets. Through intermediation, IFIs seek to avoid adverse selection, moral haz-
ard and to efficiently allocate financial resources to competing individuals and firms.

Debt or dayn is permissible in Is/lam. But, there are conditions placed on it in order that it will be halal, not
haram and not exploitative. Allah Ly says:
5 13 1 5580 54 SR ik Jal ) iy s 1) 15l Gl el

“O you who have believed, when you contract a debt for a specified term, write it down...And take witness-
es when you conclude a contract... (Al Qur’an 2:282).

Today, Islamic banking (“IB”) constitutes roughly 72% of IF’s worldwide assets of approximately $2.4 tril-
lion. IB is systemically important in 13 jurisdictions worldwide (Islamic Financial Services Board, 2020).
Approximately 1,400 IFI operate in 80 countries worldwide. IB has outperformed conventional banking
(“CB”) over the past decade according to the IMF (World Finance, 2019). Sukiik (pl. for sakk), or Shari’ah-
compliant securities, comprise roughly 22% of worldwide IF assets (ibid, Islamic Financial Services Board,
2020).

Like all areas in the Shari’ah, 1B includes prohibitions/commands (taklifi), declarations (wad i), conditions
(shart) and concessions (ruksah). Among the more widely known taklifi in IF are riba (a pre-agreed usuri-
ous exchange), gharar (an exchange imbued with uncertainty, ambiguity and excessive risk), maysir
(gambling) and zu/m (oppression and wrongdoing). The focus of this article is riba, its definition, its adillah
(proofs/evidence), and its epistemology. Part I (of series) covers those areas. Part II (of series) as a follow-
up article will look at the concessions (ruksah) to the ahkam governing riba, modern IB’s legal
“tricks” (heelah) to circumvent riba, and criticisms of the ahkam governing riba, bi idhni Allah. (Part 2 of
this LASB article will continued in next issue)

FOOTNOTES: The Sources of the Shari’ah include both revelatory and non-relevatory texts or nusus. Although Shari’ah schol-
ars may differ in their taxonomy of the Sources, the indisputable revelatory Sources are Qur’an and Sunnah. Iljma’a is often in-
cluded in the former classification and the majority (jumhur) of Shari’ah scholars assert that ijma’a applies to the consensus

sl
S

among the Sahabah S of the Prophet % Other Sources include, but are not limited to: Qawal al-Sahabi (an opinion of a
Sahabal o of the Prophet %e g. an athar), al-Qiyas (legal analogy), al-Istihsan (juristic peference), al-Istishab (presumption
of continuity), al-Istislah or Maslahah Mursalah (consideration of public interests), al- ‘Adah or ‘Urf (general customary practices
among people that do not conflict a Shari’ah hukm), and Saad al-Dhari’a (blocking the lawful means to an unlawful act). In all
cases, there are rules that govern their application.

Chapra, M. U. (1992). Islam and the Economic Challenge. Herndonm, VA: The International Institute of Islamic Thought.
Farook, S. (2007). On Corporate Social Responsibility of Islamic Financial Institutions. Islamic Economic Studies, Vol. 15, No. 1.

Khan, M., & Mirakhor, A. (1992). Islam and the Economic System. Review of Islamic Economics, 1- 29
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Muslim Business Directory

Of Southern California 2021

Qaasim Consulting
815 N La Brea Ave #262
Inglewood, CA 90302

(310) 946-2269

Charles W.P. Construction
Construction Maintenance & Tile Installations
Abdul-Hakeem ibn Abdush-Shakoor
661-492-3050

Sameer Plush Cuts (Oakleys Barber Shop)
Call for Appointment

Los Angeles, CA 90024
(323) 898-2011

Gages of Metal
HVAC Install & Services
Commercial & Residential

Abdul Haqq (323) 369-1499

Youth ‘N Motion Academy, Inc (karate)
3403 W. 43rd Street
Los Angeles, CA 90008

(323) 445-3529 & www.youthnmotion.org

SalafiCity Inc.
Www.salaficity.org
(310) 946-2269

Kalifa Productions
Audio & Video Tape Transfer
One-Stop Productions

Bilal Morris (323) 326-9077

Get Your Listing
4 lines For
S25

Be sure to get your listing in the Southern California Muslim Business Directory
Call Shafeeq at (310) 946-2269 and/or www.lasb.org for more info.
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Muslim Business Directory

Of Southern California 2021

Dr. Khadijah Lang MD
Family Medical Practice
4361 S. Western Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90062
(323) 292-3900

Download-Healing
Dr. Artis Tawheed
Chiropractor
Www.download-healing.live

(310) 644-4119

Treatment for:
Diabetic Issues, Neuropathy,

Chronic Pain, Blood Flow
Call Now for Relief

(323) 868-6626
*Treatment rendered
by World Renown Physicians

Get Your Listing
5 special lines For
S40

Professional

Jeddah Ranch

9155 E. Avenue S8
Sun Village, CA 93543
(661) 666-0587

Horseback Riding lessons, Boarding and more

Abu Bakr Marketplace
Halal Online shopping only
Abubakrstore.com

(323) 944-1496

@ > 8 .//‘/,9"’; > r2,
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By Al-'Asr (the time). (1) Verily, man is in loss, (2) Except those who
believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds, and
recommend one another to the truth (i.e. order one another to perform
all kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma'ruf) which Alldh has ordained, and
abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar) which Allah
has forbidden), and recommend one another to patience (for the suffer-
ings, harms, and injuries which one may encounter in Allah's Cause
during preaching His religion of Islamic Monotheism or Jihad).

(Surah Al-Asr 103:1-3)




(Continued from page 9)
Los Angeles Islamic Chamber of Commerce

Fire, and that is easy for Alldah. (30) If you avoid
the great sins which you are forbidden to do, We
shall expiate from you your (small) sins, and ad-
mit you to a Noble Entrance (i.e. Paradise). (31)
And wish not for the things in which Alldh has
made some of you to excel over others. For men
there is reward for what they have earned, (and
likewise) for women there is reward for what they
have earned, and ask Alldh of His Bounty. Surely,
Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything. (Surah
An-Nisa 32)

So Allah(swt) also wanted us to have the Chamber
of Commerce. According to the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce “The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the
world’s largest business organization representing
the interests of more than 3 million businesses of all
sizes, sectors, and regions. Our members range
from mom-and-pop shops and local chambers to
leading industry associations and large corpora-
tions. They all share one thing—they count on the
Chamber to be their voice in Washington,

D.C” (https://www.uschamber.com/about/about-the
-us-chamber).

The problem is we as Muslims cannot count on
them to speak for the Muslims, because we count
on Allah(swt) only. We have so many differences.
We don’t want to celebrate the holidays of the dis-
believers (ie. Christmas, Easter, Valentine’s Day
etc.). We don’t want to fornicate, drink alcohol,
smoke cigarettes, and dance to the music as they do
when celebrating. If we are true Muslims we only
celebrate two holidays per year. They are Eidul Fitr
after Ramadhan, and Eidul Adhaa after Hajj. We
should not be celebrating anything else, because
Allah says, “O you who believe! Eat not up your
property among yourselves unjustly except it be a
trade amongst you, by mutual consent. And do not
kill yourselves (nor kill one another). Surely,
Alldh is Most Merciful to you.” (Surah Nisa’
4:29)

This is the reason we need the Chamber of Com-
merce. With the Los Angeles Islamic Chamber of
Commerce (LAICOC), we can network with each
other, recruit and hire other Muslims, have our
businesses and organizations featured in the South-
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ern California Muslim Business Directory (see in
this issue) and the LAICOC Business Journal
(coming). We can have workshops, seminars, and
discounts on products and services within the
LAICOC network. Islamic financing, medical care,
and education. Insha Allah, we can do it all in a hal-
al and Islamic manner.

These features and benefits are important because
Los Angeles city is a booming city. In the next few
years we have 2 basketball teams, 2 football teams,
the Olympics, and many other events and venues
making Los Angeles one of the best cities in the
world for business. We will have rapid transit trains
connecting and moving people all over Los Ange-
les. Working together, we can be “One Ummah”
and hold on to the rope of Allah(swt) and take ad-
vantage of the Bounties of Allah(swt). For more
information on how to become a member call broth-
er Shafeeq at (310) 946-2269 or go to the LAICOC
website at www.laicoc.org.

(Continued from page 7) Sheikh ‘Abdullah Bukhari

ating away from the truth. Deviating away from the
Book and the Sunnah." He then mentioned a number
of the statements of the people of knowledge in criti-
cism of the people of innovation. The people of the
Sunnah are the people who are united upon free will
and gathered upon the truth. The people of the Sun-
nah will always be people who come together upon
the Book and the Sunnah. And with regard to uniting
upon the truth and a warning against the separation of
the people of innovation, we find a great saying from
Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullaah) before he died, "I
warn against the people of innovated sects. And |
warn you against being like them and falling into
what they fell into. All the sects that have split apart
are all gathered by one thing. That is the departing of
the Sunnah." This goes in conformity with the saying
of Ibnu Batta. Imaam Ash-Shaadibi mentions in his
books Al-Muwaafaqaat and Al-I'tisaam as chapter

headings "From the signs of the Sunnah is Al
Ijtimaa' (gathering together upon the Sunnah)".
(End of lecture)
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Community Services

Jobs

Obituaries

Los Angeles Special Bulletin

is in need of Muslims to help with the

Dawah:
e volunteers

o Writers

e Managers
e Salespeople (commissions)
Call Shafeeq at (310) 946-2269

Condolences to the family of
Brother AbdurRahim (Chili)
Sister Shaheed

Marriages

Earn Extra Cash

S10% Referral Fee S

Los Angeles Special Bulletin
Call Shafeeq at (310) 946-2269

Congratulations to
Brother AbdurRahman ibn Zaid and
Sister Khadijah Ali

Upcoming Events

Appreciation

Islamic conference in Southern CA
Coming!

Thanks to all of the readers, writers,
advertisers, and supporters of LASB.
Ramadhan Mubarak!

LASB Radio

Podcasts

Call Shafeeq at (310) 946-2269
for Community services listings. 3 lines S10
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The Prophet (3)said one statement and | said
another. The Prophet (3&£)said "Whoever dies
while still invoking anything other than Allah as a ri-
val to Allah, will enter Hell (Fire)." And | said,
"Whoever dies without invoking anything as a rival

to Allah, will enter Paradise." (sanih Bukhari vol. 6, Book 60, Hadith 24)

N———————I




Abu Bakr

Marketplace

An online marketplace and weekly blog

where the whole family can only buy
Halal Products and Services and
learn about Islam
Go online to:
abubakrstore.com
A subsidiary of gaasim.com




