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Because javelinas are not pigs, the babies cannot be called “piglets”. They are called “reds” due to their reddish color.
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The JAVELINA EXPERIENCE
by Kim Carr, Animal Care Manager and Kris Weaton, Animal Care Specialist
Southwest Wildlife Conservation Center

Each time we mention javelina there are lots of questions
about what a javelina is. Here’s a bit more information.
Javelina (pronounced have-a-LEEN-a) is the common
name for the collared peccary. Peccaries are included in
the Order Artiodactyla (even toed ungulates), where you
will also find pigs, hippopotamuses, camels, llamas, mouse
deer, deer, giraffes, pronghorn, antelopes, sheep, goats,
and cattle.
While peccaries resemble pigs, they are not pigs. Instead,
they are part of the Tayassuidae family, while pigs belong to
the family Suidae. Many physical characteristics distinguish
the two families of animals. Peccaries have small ears and
their tails are not easily seen from a distance. Pigs have
upright ears and long, hairy tails. Peccaries have three toes
on the hind food; pigs have four. Canine teeth (tusks) in
peccaries are straight, while they’re curved in pigs (like wart
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hogs). Another interesting difference is that pigs give birth
to large litters of helpless young, while peccaries generally
give birth to twins, who are up and running with the herd
shortly after birth.
The collared peccary (Pecari tajacu or Tayassu tajacu), our
javelina, is found in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and south
into Argentina. They can weigh 40 to 60 lbs. and stand
about 20” tall. Their coats are thick and bristly with saltand-pepper coloring and a lighter band of hair around the
neck and shoulders (which resembles a collar).
Javelina will eat shrubs, grass, mesquite beans, cacti and
various roots and tubers. The availability of food will often
determine a herd’s location. Javelina have poor eyesight,
but a good sense of smell. The scent gland on their back
near the rump has a strong musky smell.
Many people have said they can smell a herd of javelina
before they see them. Members of a herd will rub cheek to
hip (a javelina handshake!) to share this scent among the
herd members. These individual scents, when combined,
form a sort of herd perfume which they use to identify
members of the herd. If you don’t smell like family, you’re
not welcome in their territory. When they smell danger,
javelina will freeze, let off that musky odor, and clack their
tusks in warning. They may charge, but more likely, due to
their poor eyesight, they’re simply scattering in all directions
in an attempt to escape.
It’s a good idea to be careful with your dog if you live
near javelina. They are very alert for predators, especially
coyotes, so they may react defensively toward a dog,
especially if there are babies in the herd. Keeping your dog
on a leash is a good idea, and avoiding areas where there
are javelina herds will help to keep you and your dog safe.
Don’t feed javelina and encourage your neighbors not to
either, as this will draw them into your neighborhood and
can create conflicts.
Part of the job of an animal keeper at Southwest Wildlife
Conservation Center is to raise orphaned animals that
come to our center. Caring for newborns often requires
bottle or syringe feeding until they’re old enough to eat on
their own. The idea of bottle feeding a helpless little baby
conjures up certain images. You might envision a peaceful
experience as a baby quietly suckles from the bottle until
their belly is full and they’re ready for a nap. While this may
be an accurate portrayal of some species we care for, it
doesn’t come close to describing the “javelina experience.”
When javelina orphans arrive, we know they’re missing
their families and that’s why we do everything possible to
make them feel safe and secure; warm incubator, fuzzy
blanket and a stuffed animal to cuddle. Feeding time is
when the real challenge begins.
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DID YOU KNOW? JAVELINA
Javelinas can actually run pretty fast, having just three toes on
each hind foot. They have been known to run as fast as 35 MPH
and can leap 6 feet!
The ancient Mayas honored the Javelinas by naming a goddess
“The Great white Peccary” and a king “Precious Peccary”.
https://a-z-animals.com/animals/collared-peccary/
http://www.alpinemeadowswildliferehab.com/funfacts.htm
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Javelinas are herd animals with a social hierarchy.

Did you know javelina are born with teeth? So much for
the relaxing experience. Bottle feeding quickly becomes
a frustrating game of tug-o-war which the javelina always
wins. And don’t you dare try to rush them. They know when
you’re pressed for time and will make sure to be extra
uncooperative. Just for fun, they like to rip the nipple off the
bottle and toss it clear across the room, spraying formula
everywhere.
As an added bonus, we put canned pumpkin in their
special diet. This results in splattered orange mess all over
the walls, our clothes and usually our hair! It’s tough to
explain the dried pumpkin in your hair when you stop at
the grocery store on the way home from work. It’s best to
bring a double dose of patience and a hazmat suit for the
“javelina experience.”
Once they’re eating from a dish, it means less pumpkin on
us and more on them. We would love to bathe them, but
they’d never agree to it. We don’t mind spunky javelina. It’s
a positive sign that they’re doing well!
How do we stay sane with all the javelina we raise yearround? With a sense of humor and knowing they’ll
eventually be released back into the wild where they
belong!
Would you like to help us care for javelina? Join our Wild
Family to give a monthly donation:
https://www.southwestwildlife.org/donate/wildfamily/

The best way to show your support is to come see the
javelina at Southwest Wildlife Conservation Center in
Scottsdale, Arizona. Schedule yourself for a tour:
https://www.southwestwildlife.org/visit-us/

We look forward to seeing you!
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SAVING OUR WILDLIFE, ONE LIFE AT A TIME
Located in Scottsdale, Arizona, the Southwest Wildlife
Conservation Center rescues and rehabilitates wildlife
that has been injured, displaced, and orphaned. Once
rehabilitated, they are returned to the wild. Wildlife education
includes advice on living with wildlife and the importance
of native wildlife to healthy ecosystems. Educational and
humane scientific research opportunities are offered in the
field of conservation medicine. Sanctuary is provided to
animals that cannot be released back to the wild.
Southwest Wildlife has rehabilitated thousands of sick,
injured, orphaned or displaced wild animals, , including:
Black bear; Bobcat; Coati; Coyote; Deer; Jaguar; Javelina;
Mexican grey wolf; Mountain lion; Porcupine; and Raccoon.
More than 70 percent have been successfully released back
into the wild.
For more information: www.southwestwildlife.org
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