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Desert Sands Pottery
By the Baileys

IN THIS ISSUE

Desert Sands
Pottery

1,2, 9

Upcoming
shows

3, 5

The
Landmark
Hotel

4,6

A Rare
Discovery

7

Alan
Calavano;
Don
Morgenwek
pass

8

TCPC Show

9

Programs

10

New
Members

10

Upcoming
Meetings

11

Mark Your
Calendar

They say “a picture is worth a
thousand words”, and of course
that is true, and in our case a
postcard is worth a thousand
memories. The standard that we
have always gone by is; one is
an oddity, two is an accumulation and three is a collection and
this card, although we have only
one and therefore is an oddity,
represents a collection (how’s
that for confusing). The Desert
Sands Gift Shop, in Boulder
City, Nevada was a regular stop for us anytime we went to Las Vegas. We stopped there
from the early 80’s until they closed in 1997. A favorite collection of ours is Desert Sands
pottery and that was the only place you could get it. The pottery is unique in the fact that
the color is not painted on the surface, but rather is the result of the color of the clay.
The Evans family of Boulder City, Nev., Arthur Evans and his son and daughter, Ferrell
and Dorothy, called their hand-turned variegated creations Desert Sands pottery. And each
piece reflected colors seen in desert scenes found throughout the Southwest. To make the
pottery, the Evanses used ordinary desert clay, which was found not far from Boulder City.
The clay was aged at least 30 days – the longer the better – and a chemical added so that
the clay would hold mineral colors. After it was properly aged, color pigments, made from
the minerals mined in
the Arizona- Nevada
hills – reds from iron
ore, grays from
manganese, greens
from copper and blues
from cobalt – were
added .

TCPC Show
May 7 & 8 at the
Bloomington
Armory

Sands continued on page 2

Ferrell, Arthur & Dorothy around 1951
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Sands continued from page 1
Then the lumps of different colored clays were
weighted to the desired sizes and squeezed or
wedged together. It was not possible to control
the color designs of the various pieces except
by the degree of the heat applied in the kiln, no
attempt was made when turning the pots on the
wheel. The pottery came from the wheel in
beautiful blends of reds, blues, browns, and
creams, each different, distinctive and
individual in itself, no two alike. As the wheel
revolved, the clay was coaxed into the desired
form by what is known as a series of drafts.
The hands of the potter moved with the speed
and dexterity of a violin virtuoso, as the clay
was shaped and smoothed. With a steel rib, the
muddy water and finger prints were removed
and a sponge soaked out all the surplus water.
Then it was cut loose from the wheel with a
thin wire. The pot was allowed to dry to a
leather-hard stage and was returned to the
wheel for a final smoothing-up. The clay pots
were then dried and glazed for waterproofing
and baked in the white heat (2000 degrees
Fahrenheit) of the kiln for ten to twelve
hours. After firing, they remained in
the kiln, slowly cooling for another
fifteen hours. Sanding, stamping (the
makers mark on the bottom) and
buffing finished the product for
marketing.
The Evanses started turning out
hand-made pottery in Boulder City in
1942 and in 1946 they moved from just
a crude work shack into the modern
building, shown on the postcard, on the
main highway that goes through
Boulder city to Hoover Dam. Arthur’s
wife, Alma Evans was usually on hand
to explain the process as one of the
pottery-turning Evanses took a turn at
the wheel to demonstrate. Dorothy’s
husband, Raymond Thurston, also
helped as did Ferrell’s wife, Marie. It
was really a family affair.
Sands continued on page 9
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nd

25 Annual

Cambridge Antique Fair
cambridgeantiquefair.com

August 6th and 7th

Saturday, August 6
Sunday, August 7

8 AM to 5 PM
9 AM to 4 PM

Isanti County Fairgrounds
CAMBRIDGE, MN
1 Mile East of Highway 65 on Highway 95
Just 40 Miles Due North of the Twin Cities.

12 miles west of I-35W and Tanger Outlet Mall on Highway 95
Questions, please call 763-434-6664



300 Dealer Booths Inside and Outdoors
All Kinds of Antiques and Collectables


Early Buyer Friday August 5th 9 AM to 6 PM
$20 Good for the weekend

August 6-7, 2016

Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission $6.00 Good Both Days
Children under 12 years old are free
Clip and bring this ad for a $1.00 discount off
each ticket purchased. (Coupon good for one
admission)
Metro Promotions, Inc.

Kermit & Jeanie Wellman Kerstin Quigley
PO Box 219 Cedar, MN 55011
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The Landmark Hotel and Casino
By the Baileys

One of our fond memories of
going to Las Vegas was to
finally see in the distance the
Landmark. Once we saw that,
we knew it wouldn’t be too
much longer, after a 5 hour trek
across the desert with only
Joshua trees to break the
monotony of the trip. After we
had started going there more
often, it got to be a challenge to
see who could see the Landmark
first, and come up with, “Look,
there’s a Landmark. We’ll be
there shortly.”
We used to go to Vegas with
some friends of ours, Harry and Caraleen. An annual trip we would take was for an antique
bottle show. We collected miniature bottles and at that time they were not legal to buy in
California so you had to go to Nevada if you wanted to buy them. One time, in the mid 70’s,
they were staying at the Landmark, which we found to be a different type of hotel/casino as
some of their rooms were complete with kitchenettes. These were their regular rooms, not the
suites as it is now, so that was quite novel.
One night Caraleen and Nancy were in the bathroom and Nancy came out of one of the stalls
wearing a toilet seat cover over her head. Caraleen said she would give her $5 if she walked
through the casino wearing it. Nancy took her up on it and paraded through the casino wearing
it. Caraleen said she couldn’t decide whether to walk ahead of Nancy to watch the people coming toward them or behind her to watch
the double-takes the people did.
Nancy doesn’t recall making eye
contact with anyone on her walk.
Harry and I were behind them wondering what was going on. When
we got outside, Nancy collected her
$5 after we all stopped laughing.
One of the easiest $5 she ever made.
The Landmark, inspired by the
Space Needle at the Seattle World’s
Fair, began construction in November of 1961, by the prime contractor
and half-owner Frank Carroll of Kansas City. Appliance Buyers Credit Corporation lent Carroll
and his group $3 million to build the hotel.
The original plan was to build a 15 story tower, the tallest in the state. This was increased to 31
stories, however, when The Mint Hotel downtown decided to add more floors onto its tower to
claim the height record. In the end, the title went to Landmark.
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Summer 2016
14th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 22th
9am to 6pm
th
Saturday, July 23 9am to 4pm
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway
Eagan, Minnesota

The Twin Cities’ Largest Show of its kind
Featuring Top Dealers from all over the U.S.A.
Presented by Mary Martin Postcards
Contact marymartinpostcards@gmail.com
410-939-0999
Plenty of Free Parking & On-site Food Available
Easy access from Interstates 35 & 94
Near Minneapolis/St. Paul Int’l Airport
$4 Admission --- Good for Both Days
Free Appraisals
(Show this ad and receive $1 off admission)

Don’t Miss the Upper Midwest’s
Most Exciting Summer Show
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In December 1962, Carroll ran
out of funding. His creditors
refused to loan him any
additional money to complete
the tower and work halted. The
tower sat 80% complete - an
empty shell.
In 1966, after four years of
dormancy, the Teamsters Union
Pension Fund gave Carroll a
$5.5 million loan to complete
the Landmark. Work resumed
and the tower was completed
by early 1967. The Landmark
announced the opening of its
main showroom and lounges on
New Year's Eve, 1967 but due
to lack of funding it did not
open on time.
The Carrolls expected to have the hotel open in April
1968; however a February edition of the Las Vegas
Review Journal noted that the hotel had yet to apply for a
gaming license.
On January 17, 1969, reclusive billionaire Howard
Hughes purchased the Landmark and agreed to pay off
the nearly three dozen creditors and contractors Frank
Carroll owed money to. Unlike Hughes' other Las Vegas
hotels, the Desert Inn, The Sands Hotel, The Frontier,
Castaways and Silver Slipper, the Landmark had yet to be
opened. This allowed Hughes to make all design
decisions from room decor to employee uniforms and he
turned all his attention to overseeing every detail. When
he discovered 36 inch beds had been ordered for the
smaller rooms, he was upset. Hughes viewed this as
cutting corners and angrily gave instructions that they
were to be replaced with beds of standard 42 inch width.
In all, Hughes reportedly spent an additional $3.5 million
finishing the hotel to his specifications.
As the opening of the Landmark drew near, Hughes became touchy about his dream, going over minor details
again and again, and impatient with delays which might
cause the announced opening to be postponed.
To be continued in a future issue
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A Rare Discovery
(A Real Photo Encounter)
By Chuck Donley
In the postcard hobby, both dealers and collectors know the
frustration that arises from having a real photo postcard that
has no identification as to date and place where the image
was photographed. Imagine our surprise when we met the
person shown on a card we found at a recent antique show.
My wife Margaret and I were shopping at a collectible show
in Coconut Creek, FL in January of this year and found a
small group of cards in a vendor’s booth. I picked out a
B&W real photo of a little girl outfitted in a wonderful
fancy dress. It is a posed view taken in an identified studio
in Philadelphia as listed on the back side. We could tell by
the dress that it must have been taken in the 1920’s or 30’s.
I went to ask the price ($1.00) and the nice elderly lady in
charge said, “Oh, by the way……...that’s me in the picture”.
I was speechless and immediately wanted more information.
She said it was taken in the 1930 in Philadelphia. I asked
how she could sell the copy and she said her friends keep
sending her some as they are found in circulation.

Her name is Rita Sher and I did the
math (silently) and figured she is
about 88 years of age.
We figured out later that this might be
our only “brush with fame” in
meeting a live person shown in a very
old photo postcard. What fun it was
and we had her autograph the back of
the postcard.

Mark Your Calendar

Upcoming meetings:

TCPC Show
May 7 & 8 at the
Bloomington Armory
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TCPC members Alan Calavano & Don Morgenweck Pass
Editor’s Note: Word was received that TCPC member and BOD member Alan Calavano passed recently in Rochester,
MN . Alan was active with the board and also with the postcard shows. On April 2nd, this editor received word that
Don Morgenwek, former TCPC BOD member had passed away in Eden Prairie, MN. Don had been active with TCPC
frequently participating in TCPC’s spring and fall postcard shows. He also attended many of the club meetings bringing
postcards to the meetings. About 2 years ago, Don decided to give up his BOD position.

On Friday, March 18th Alan Calavano passed away after a heroic battle with lymphoma.
Born June 18, 1945 in New Jersey, Alan graduated from MIT and accepted a position for
IBM as a systems analyst, eventually taking up residence in what was to become his
beloved, adopted home of Rochester. He spent his entire career at IBM, and upon
retirement, was able to devote his full attention to the passions of his life which included
collecting postcards.
Alan was “Mr. Rochester Historian”, the author of a book on Rochester history as told
through vintage postcards, and he donated every penny made through sales to the History
Center of Olmsted County. The History Center was Alan’s second home. When the
Post-Bulletin’s Answer Man needed the facts for an historical question, Alan was the go-to
guy. His Rochesterfest historical tours- both actual and virtual- were sell-outs because he
always found something old that was new to share. As a member of both the Greater
Rochester Arts and Cultural Trust’s public art master plan steering committee and the Historic Preservation Committee, he was an
incredible asset.
Alan, with his passion for history, he spent much of this time devoted to the Rochester history and even published an Arcadia book
about Rochester featuring is collection of Rochester postcards. Anyone that knew him knew that his interests went far beyond just
these postcards and he had expanded his interests.
Alan also had an artistic bent. Music and singing were two of his passions from youth, and he continued with the Rochester Male
Chorus. He might have been off to the side while singing, but as emcee for their performances, his unique wit was always front and
center.
Alan might have left us too soon, but if one’s life is measured by those left behind in love and friendship, his was truly a life well lived
and well loved.

On Friday, April 1st, Don Morgenweck passed away after a brief battle with cancer. Don’s funeral was held on April 8th
in Eden Prairie. He was 86 years of age.
Don was born on a farm in Ann Lake Township outside Mora, MN. Don has one
brother, Arnold. Don graduated from St. Cloud Teacher's College in 1953, served
in the U.S. Signal Corp. of the U.S. Army (1954-1955) and taught in the Edina
school system for 30 years,
Don married Irene in 1965 and his family grew with the addition of four children.
After retirement in 1987, Don enjoyed a ten year job at Avis Car Rental.
He is survived by his wife of 50 years (Irene), four children and 13
grandchildren.
His children said he loved buying and selling postcards. TCPC will miss Don who
frequently attended the meetings and regularly set up his booth at TCPC postcard
shows.
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The Evans were proud of the fact that their products are pottery, not painted clay. The patterns and tints
were only such as came from the blending on the potter’s wheel of the shades of clay. No two pieces were
alike as to coloring which makes them highly prized and sought as collectors’ items.
By the time we had discovered them Arthur had passed away (1966) and Ferrell and his son were making
the pottery but when Ferrell passed away around 1995 the handwriting was on the wall. His son had no
desire to continue the business and a beautiful piece of history faded away.
The pottery is beyond description – truly every piece is unique in coloring and the variety of ware is from
vases to cups and saucers to ashtrays to fruit bowls and salt & pepper shakers. They always put in every
purchase a small brochure with a broken piece of pottery attached so you could see that the color did indeed go all the way through.
We have about 150 pieces and could get more through eBay, but it just wouldn’t be the same.

TCPC Postcard Show
May 7,& 8
Location:
Bloomington Armory
3300 W 98th Street
Bloomington, MN 55431

Opens for Members
at 8 AM—6 PM Saturday
and 9 AM—3PM Sunday
Opens for non-members at 9 AM Saturday and Sunday
 See details on the TCPC Website
 Admission: $3 for members & $4 for non-members
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Advertising:

TCPC News

General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

TCPC Postcard Show
May 7,& 8

Location:
Bloomington Armory
3300 W 98th Street
Bloomington, MN 55431

Upcoming Programs
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details

Opens for Members
at 8 AM—6 PM Saturday
and 9 AM—3PM Sunday

New Members:
Joel Gardner
N. St. Paul, MN
collects: all postcards, especially churches,
rivers, landmarks, and historical

2016 marks a major anniversary for TCPC - Your editor
needs you to write an article (long or short) as to why
you are a member of the group, how long you are a
member and how you came to join TCPC. Maybe
recall your first card purchased at the TCPC show or
coming to the monthly meeting and what you purchased or
auctioned. This a time to recall your experience. Send
your article to Duane, your editor, or send an email with
your idea.

Please plan to attend the monthly meetings
where you’ll find frequent auctions and
dealers with postcards for sale but also you’ll
have opportunities to learn more about this
terrific hobby.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application

Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household

PAGE 10

T CPC – MAY/JUN 2016

Upcoming Meetings and Events

All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
May 18 , 2016 – May 21 is Armed Forces Day and the Red Cross started on this day in history. Bring us
your favorite card and tell us about it and why you collect it.
June 15, 2016 – June 14th is Flag Day and July 4 is Independence Day—bring your favorite patriotic card
to show and tell.

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2016

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2016
May 18 | Jun 15 | Jul 20 | Aug 17 | Sep 21
Oct 19| Nov 16 | Dec 21
Board Meeting Schedule for 2016
Jul 6 | Sep 7 | Nov 2

Wanted: Upcoming Programs

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst. Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Jane Lee, 952-567-3713
Member-at-Large: Vacant

Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long.
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.

Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.

Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the board
and consider providing articles to the editor. Don’t
expect a handful of members do all the work. Doing so
will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come to
the attention of the editor. It will be updated as mor e
information becomes available. We can’t guarantee that
postcards will be at the show but that’s part of the hunt
for that special postcard.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 15 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

