PAsSCHAL (EWSTER) HOMILY OF ST. JoHN CHRYSOSTOM
(c. 1.9. 403)

If angong is dgvout and a lover of God, Igt them gnjoy this beautiful and
radiant festival.

If anyong is a grateful sgrvant, Igt them, rgjoicing, gnter into the joy of his
lsord.

If anyong has wearigd themsglves in fasting, 1gt them now reegive
rgecompense.

If anyong has labored from the first hour, 1gt them today reegive the just
reward.

If anyong has comg at the third hoar, with thanksgiving Igt them feast.

If angong has arrived at the sixth hour, Igt them have no misgivings; for they
shall suffer no loss.

If angong has delaged until the ninth hoar, Igt them draw near without
hesitation.

If anyong has arrived gven at the glgventh houar, Igt them not fear on account
of tardingss.

For the Master is gracious and recegives the last gven as the first; He gives
rest to him that comgs at the ¢lgventh hour, just as to him who has
labored from the first.

e has merey upon the last and cargs for the first; to the ong te gives, and
to the other tig is gracious.

He both honors thg work and praisgs the integntion.

€nter all of you, thergfore, into the joy of our lsord, and, whether first or last,
regegive gour reward.

O rich and poor, ong with anothgr, dancg for joy!
O you ascetics and you nggligent, eglgbrate the dagy!
Jou that have fasted and you that have disrggarded the fast, rejoicg today!
The tablg is rich-laden: feast rogally, all of youl!
The calf is fatted: gt no ong go forth hungry!

logt all partake of the feast of faith. logt all recgive the richgs of goodngss.
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logt no ong lament their poverty, for the universal Ringdom has begen
revealed.

logt no ong mourn their transgregssions, for pardon has dawngd from the
graveg.

lsgt no ong fear death, for thg daviour's dgath has set us free.
tig that was taken by death has annihilated it!
He degseegnded into tladegs and took tHladgs captive!

He embittered it when it tasted His flesh! {Ind anticipating
this, Isaiah gxclaimed: "ades was gmbitfered when it gncounitered
Thee in the lower regions’.

It was gmbittered, for it was abolished!
[t was gmbittered, for it was mocked!
[t was gmbittered, for it was purged!
[t was gmbittered, for it was degspoiled!
It was gmbittered, for it was bound in chains!
[t took a body and came upon God!
[t took garth and gnecountered Heaven!
[t took what it saw, but crumbled beforg what it had not segen!
O death, wherg is thy sting?
O tladgs, where is thy victory?
Christ is risgn, and you arg overthrown!
Christ is risgn, and the dgmons arg fallgn!
Christ is risgn, and theg anggls regjoice!
Christ is risgn, and life reigns!
Christ is risgn, and not ong dead rgmains in a tomb!
Por Christ, being raised from thg dgad, has become the first-fraits of them
that have slgpt.

To Hlim be glory and might unto the ages of ages.
Wmen.
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