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The correct method for algae removal depends on many different factors (pool
surface, type of algae, severity of algae growth, etc). If you aren’t sure of how
to get rid of the algae in your pool, ask one of our employees and they will be
able to recommend the correct products for you and your pool.
In general, there are a few basic rules you can follow, depending on the surface
of your pool.

CHEMICAL TREATMENT:

Green Algae
Yellow Algae

Shock or Liquid Chlorine
Yellow Out or Mustard Knock-Out
+ Shock or Liquid Chlorine

Black Algae

Tri-Chlor (Chlorine Concentrate)
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ALGAE TYPE:

CHEMICAL TREATMENT:

Green Algae

Shock or Liquid Chlorine

Yellow Algae

Yellow Out or Mustard Knock-Out
+ Shock or Liquid Chlorine

Black Algae

Di-Chlor (Chlorine Concentrate)
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ALGAE TYPE:
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LITCHFIELD PARK POOL SERVICE, LLC. (2012)
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Test your pool water on a regular basis and periodically bring in a water sample
to us where we can test it for free. It’s important to keep your water chemistry
properly balanced!

By maintaining the recommended chlorine level of 3.0 - 5.0 ppm, you
shouldn’t have to worry about algae growth in your pool. However, algae
growth can still occur from time to time and you should be aware of the
different types of algae and different forms of treatment.

Chemical Readings:
Chlorine
pH
Alkalinity
Stabilizer
Hardness

Ideal Level:
3.0 - 5.0 ppm
7.2 - 7.4
80 – 120 ppm
30-100 (or 45-100 with a salt system)
Less than 800 ppm

The three main types of pool algae are:
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o Green Algae is the most common type of algae and is also usually
the easiest type to prevent and eliminate. It is usually found freefloating in the water, but it can also cling to the walls. Green algae
can also appear as spots on the pool surface – especially in areas
with low circulation – or they can cover whole wall sections or even
the entire pool surface if left untreated.
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! Maintaining a chlorine level of 3.0 – 5.0 ppm will keep your pool clear
and sanitized, and it will also reduce the likelihood of algae growth.
! The county recommends super chlorinating (shocking) your pool once
every two weeks during the summer months. In winter, super chlorinating
is required less frequently.
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o Yellow algae, also known as mustard algae, is typically found on the
shady side of the pool. This type of algae is usually easy to brush
off, but difficult to eliminate. Yellow algae can be resistant to
normal chlorine levels and sometimes requires additional chemical
treatments.
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! The recommended pH for pool water is between 7.2 and 7.4.
! When pH is below 7.0, the water is considered acidic. A low pH level
can cause etching in pool plaster and can corrode metal pool
equipment. You can increase the pH level by adding soda ash or
baking soda to the water.
! When the pH is 7.8 or above, scaling, water cloudiness and eye
irritation are more likely to occur. You can lower the pH by adding
muriatic acid to the pool water.
! High pH reduces the effectiveness of chlorine.
o At pH 7.0 - 75% of your chlorine is sanitizing the pool water.
o At pH 7.5 - 50% of your chlorine is sanitizing the pool water.
o At pH 8.0 - 23% of your chlorine is sanitizing the pool water.
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o Black algae will appear as slippery dark black spots in the pool – the
spots are often small and spaced apart from one another. Black algae
is difficult to completely remove from your pool because of its
strong roots and it’s protective outer coating.
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! DE (Diatomaceous Earth) filters consist of 8 grids covered in a mesh
fabric. DE is a fine white powder made up of the skeletal remains of
microscopic organisms that lived millions of years ago. These skeletons
are mined from the Earth’s surface and cleaned. The DE powder is
applied to the mesh grids in the DE filter, and it traps the dirt as the pool
water passes through the filter. DE filters are said to be the most effective
at trapping dirt, but the removal and recoating of the grids can be quite
laborious.
! You should backwash a DE filter about once a month, and the grids
should be taken out and cleaned once every 6 months. You will notice
when the DE filter needs to be backwashed because the PSI reading on
the pressure gauge will increase and there will be a reduction in flow
through the filter. Each time after you backwash, you should add the
proper amount of DE through the skimmer so that the grids can be
recoated with the fresh powder.
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! Sand filters, as the name implies, use sand as the filtering media. Sand
grains are placed inside the filter tank and when the system is running, the
dirt in the water becomes trapped between the grains of sand inside the
filter. Sand is considered a good filtering media because it doesn’t react to
most chemicals and the sand particles are often irregular in shape so they
tend to interlock, which creates a fine filtering material.
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! In general, sand filters should typically be backwashed about once a
week. The sand in your pool filter doesn’t need be to changed very often –
usually about every 7 to 10 years.
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! Alkalinity refers to the ability of the water to resist changes in the pH.
! The alkalinity level goes hand-in-hand with the pH level. By adjusting the
pH level with muriatic acid or baking soda, you will also adjust the
alkalinity level.
! When the alkalinity level is below 80 ppm, the pH level becomes hard to
maintain and can easily swing up and down.
! When the alkalinity level is above 120 ppm, the water can become cloudy,
scaling can form and the pH level tends to increase.
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! Stabilizer, also known as Cyanuric Acid, is a chemical added to the pool
water to help keep the chlorine level from being used up too quickly.
! A regular chlorine pool requires a minimum stabilizer level of 30 ppm,
whereas pools with salt systems require a minimum stabilizer level of 45
ppm.
! When the stabilizer level is too low, the chlorine will be rapidly lost from
the water in sunlight.
! When necessary, stabilizer should be added through the skimmer very
slowly (or you can dissolve the stabilizer in a bucket of water before
pouring into the skimmer). After adding stabilizer into the skimmer, run the
pump for 24 hours.
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! Over time, the hardness level in your water will naturally increase. The only
way to reduce the hardness level in pool water is by draining the pool and
refilling it with fresh water.
! We recommend draining the pool and refilling it with fresh water once the
hardness level has reached 800 ppm.
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! What are phosphates?
o Phosphates are plant nutrients that, in the presence of pool water, can
cause accelerated algae growth. High phosphate levels (above 1000
ppb) usually make algae control more difficult and tend to increase
the amount of chlorine/sanitizer used to keep the pool clean. If you
feel that you are adding more chlorine than usual and you can’t seem
to maintain a minimum chlorine residual, it could be that you have a
high phosphate level.

There are three main types of filtration systems: cartridge filters, DE filters
and sand filters. While each can be effective in keeping your pool water
clean and clear, each filter requires proper maintenance in order to perform
to it’s maximum capacity and to maintain a long service life.

o Phosphates feed on chlorine and contribute to algae growth in pools.
They can enter the water from such sources as: decaying plant matter,
fertilizer, mineral treatment chemicals, contamination with soil,
ground water runoff, bird droppings and stain and scale products.
o If your phosphate level is above 1000 ppb, you must treat the water
with a phosphate remover.

Cartridge Filter
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DE Filter

Sand Filter
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! Cartridge filters usually contain 1 - 4 pleated cartridges inside the tank
body. The polyester fibers on the cartridge trap the dirt and oils that pass
through the filter. Although it is said that the cartridge filter isn’t as
effective as a DE or Sand filter, they are often installed in residential
pools because they are easy to operate and require little maintenance.
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! The cartridges within the filter should be cleaned at least once every six
months. If you rinse the cartridges off with a hose, you will be able to
remove large pieces of debris. If necessary, you can also deep clean the
cartridges by using a specially formulated filter cleaner. These filter
cleaners are capable of removing oily and greasy buildup on the cartridges
as well as other minerals, such as calcium, that might have settled on the
cartridges over time.
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