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a word from PASTOR AMY 

Usually in the month before Christmas, our world is busy. 
We are hustling from event to event, we are shopping, 
baking, decorating, and so much more.  We are expected to 
be busy and stressed.  The church usually feels very 
different from the world during Advent.  As we are 
bombarded with messages to hurry and be busy, the church 
tells us to slow down, to reflect, to wonder, and to wait.   

This year my Christmas preparations feel very 
different.  Those concerts, recitals, and gatherings that 
usually fill my calendar are not happening.  There is less to 
do and so much more to mourn this Advent season.  This 
year it is not just the church, but the whole world that is 
waiting.  We are waiting for it to be safe to gather, we are 
waiting for a vaccine, and we are waiting for an end to this 
terrible pandemic.  We are waiting and we are so tired of 
waiting. 

But we know waiting is so important.  Our waiting and our 
refraining from our usual gatherings and celebrations is 
saving lives.  And in the church we know how to wait.  As 
Christians we live waiting for the return of Jesus 
Christ.  Every Advent we remember we do not just wait for 
Christmas.  We wait for the return of Jesus 
and the coming of Godôs kingdom.  And as 
we wait God calls us to do Godôs work.  As 
we wait, we work for justice, we spread 
Godôs love, we worship and pray, and we 
wash our hands, wear our masks and do all 
we can to keep our neighbors safe.   

                                                    Cont. . . 
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a word from PASTOR AMY, Cont. 

Join us during Advent worship-online or in person-as we wait with hope, peace, joy, and faith for the 
coming of our King. 

In Christ, 

                                   
 

a word from The Church Council 
Hi, this is Brian.  I havenôt written for a while, and as usual, our church has ben staying busy.  What 
with online worship, Zoom worship, and in person worship!  A special thank you to Pastor Amy for 
all her hard work keeping things going.  I tested positive for Covid 19 and trust me, you do not want 
it!  I am on the mend and hopefully will be 100% shortly.  This is why, I always emphasize, if you 
donôt feel good, STAY HOME!  Be careful and hopefully the vaccine will be available soon and life 
can get back to normal. Godôs Work, Our Hands, Peace. 

Advent Activities 2020 

Rather than just counting off the days until Christmas, fill them with service, ritual, and 

prayer.  Here is an Advent calendar full of ideas of what to do as we wait.  Whether you 

do all of them or just a few, we wish you a blessed Advent! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 

First Sunday 

of    Advent 

Set up an Ad-

vent wreath in 

your home 

30 

Watch a Christ-

mas movie 

1   

Pray for 

Healthcare 

workers 

2 

Pay for some-

one behind you 

in the drive-

thru 

3 

Prayer for the 

hungry 

4 

 Count your 

blessings! 

5 

   Make Christ-

mas cards for a 

nursing home 

6 

Pray for teach-

ers and all 

school staff 

7 

Sing your favor-

ite Christmas 

carols 

8 

 Pray for peace 

9 

    Pick out a gift  

for the angel 

tree 

10 

     Drink hot 

Cocoa 

 

11 

  Sort through 

toys, books & 

clothes to do-

nate 

12 

Bake Christmas 

cookies and 

share some 

13        

Help pack or 

deliver cookies 

at church             

14 

Pray for all 

those who are 

sick 

15 

Make thank you 

cards for 

healthcare and 

other essential 

workers               

16 

Read the 

Christmas story 

(Luke 2:1-20) 

17 

         Help at 

Food to You at 

church            

18 

 Drive around 

and look at 

Christmas 

lights 

19 

Make Christ-

mas ornaments     

20 

Write a thank 

you note for 

your postal 

worker 

21         

Pray for those 

who are in  

prison  

22 

Make and do-

nate masks 

23 

Call or zoom 

with a friend 

you have been 

missing 

24 

Christmas Eve 

service at 5:30  

25 

Merry  

Christmas 

26 
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TRUNK OR TREAT - SATURDAY OCTOBER 24 

ALC hosted a Truck or Treat from 2 - 4 p.m.  It was a cold day, but we had over 300 Trick or 

Treaters! 


