What assurances do I have?  SLIDE

It is a question that we are always asking 



in one way or another?  

When we put money in the bank, 


we are told the Federal Government will guarantee it up to $250,000.  

Seinfeld had a whole episode 


where Jerry discusses with the rental car agency doesn't have a car for him, 



he thought he was assured a car when he made a reservation.  

We are not wrong to want assurances either.  

Last week, 


we explored how 



as the Lambs reign comes against the world's reign, 



that there is going to be conflict and pushback.  

So we want to know, 


how do I know it is worth undergoing the suffering that is going to come?  

What assurances do I have 


that it will be worth it?

Chapter 7 provides such assurances, 


if we can hear them 



and see them as John did.  

To do that, 


we have to remember the basics of reading Revelation.  SLIDE


One. Just because John sees something next, 




does not mean it happens chronologically next in history. 



Two. Numbers are either used symbolically or literally,




not intermixed.  





We are approaching numbers symbolically.  3.  



Three. Things are not as they seem.

7:1 tells us the next thing John sees 


is the angels holding back the four winds that will do harm.  

Chapter 6 just told us about all the harm that the angels will unleash.  

But remember, SLIDE

“then I saw” 



is different than, 


“What happened next.”  

We are experiencing all of the things of the breaking of the seals right now, 


but before that happens, 

this sealing of the foreheads of the servants of God has happened.

Why sealing?  SLIDE
We know from all the technology we have to seal things that sealing is important.  


We have a vacuum sealer, 


our ziploc bags are up to double color coded seals 



that make noise 




to let you know they are sealed, 


and sealing mason jars is important.  

Why?  


Because we know the elements are going to come.  

For the salmon, 


it is the cold of the freezer.  

The sealing keeps the moisture in, 


the frost out, 


and prevents bacteria from growing.  

Without it, SLIDE

no one wants the salmon that you caught 6 months later, 



because it is dry, moldy, 



and has the flavors of everything else in the freezer.  

Being sealed 


allows it to take on whatever comes at it.

That is why Jesus tells John 


that the people of God are also sealed.  

We don't get out of the great tribulation, 


we are enduring it now.  

But we have the protective seal around us 


to prevent us from being spoiled 


and instead, 



we are preserved.  

The world is going to push back against us as we follow the lamb SLIDE

and will try to turn us into lions 



who feed the machine of evil, 


but we have a protective barrier to prevent that from happening.

Now I have said that we have a protective barrier.  


I have met most of you 


and most of you have met me.  

If the number of those sealed SLIDE

was a literal mathematical number of 144,000, 



we are being awfully presumptuous.   

No offense, 


but in the history of the world, 



neither all of you or I 




are in the top 144,000 people.  



We need a few more zeros in there.  

But if we hear this as a symbolic number, 


as Jesus intended it, 



what are we being told? 

Earlier, SLIDE

we had 24 thrones representing the 12 tribes of Israel 


plus the 12 apostles.  

Now we have the 12 tribes 


times the 12 apostles, 



that equals 144.  


We have multiplying growth.  

Next, 


we need to understand numbers.  

In our house number comprehension is taking root, SLIDE

so I hear things like 100 thousand million billion gazillion.  


The word Google-Plex is also dropped frequently. 

These words are thrown out 


to say really really big in our house.  

2000 years ago, 


the same idea was at play, 



but much more concise.  

We hear Jesus use metaphorical numbers when Peter asks, SLIDE

“How often should I forgive?  



Seven times?”  




Peter was being generous.  


Jesus replies, 



“Seven times seventy.”  


We hear Jesus say continually, 



without end, 



even though he said 490 times.  

Which is good, 


because I have left my socks on the floor at least 492 times 



in the last 11 years of marriage.  


Lisa is not off the hook for forgiving me.  

So if 490 is a large number, 


what is 4,900?  



A really large number. SLIDE
144,000 is saying 


a really, really big number.  

When we jump to 7:9, SLIDE

John tells us that there is “a great multitude 



that no one could count.”  


I believe John is saying the same thing in both places.

When he goes to list out the 12,000 from each tribe, 


Jesus is also telling us something.  

Originally 


it was one person from each, 

now there is 12 to the third power, 


exponential growth.  



How?  

The list of names shows us how.  SLIDE
Esme has already commented how she tends to be listed last 


when people name our family members 



and asked why?  

Usually it is ageism plain and simple.  

But Jesus' list of the twelve tribes SLIDE

does not match up with any other list in the Bible.  

Judah is listed first 


instead of Reuben.  



Every other list in scripture has Reuben first.  

So why is Jesus switching now?  


Because the Messiah was to come from the tribe of Judah.  

Now that the Messiah has come, 


Judah is at the top of the list.  

Another change noted by the blue ovals


is that Dan is off the team 


and replaced by Manasseh.  

Manasseh is an unusual choice 


as Dan's line gave us people like Samson.  

Manasseh is a son of Joseph SLIDE

from his Egyptian wife Asenath.  

This choice starts to make sense 


when we see that verse 9 is also inverted from its usual reading.  

Normally SLIDE

the list works from smaller 


to bigger people groups.  

Here, the list starts out with the biggest group 


and gets smaller.  

This is because 


Jesus is trying to make clear 



that the world has changed 



because the Messiah has come.  

Israel is no longer the focus, 


the world is how the call is finally being fulfilled.  

So the Egyptian born son 


has a place amongst the brothers.  

As God shows us time and time again in scripture, 


the first born is not necessarily the chosen one of God.  


It is those who respond the the call of God.

Now we need to be clear about who is being sealed 


and how.  

God is good at providing the right texts 


for the right days.  

This is a Pentecost text.  


The seal on the foreheads of the servants of God 



is the mark of the Holy Spirit.  

Those who have the Holy Spirit on their foreheads 


will be able to stand, 



to answer the question of the 6th seal.  

In John's time, SLIDE

a common practice was to put a seal 


or brand on a slave 



so that everyone could see who they belonged to.  


Much like we do with cattle today.  

So Jesus is telling John 


that all of the people who are protected, 



but still going through the fire, 


will have a seal.  

If we jump ahead to chapter 14, SLIDE

we hear that the seal will be the name of Jesus 


and the name of Jesus' father on their forehead.  

Before you worry that you hairline is not receding as fast as mine 


and you won't have room for Jeshua 


and Yahweh on your forehead, 



remember how “name” is used in scripture.  SLIDE


Name is a synonym for character.  


This is why we give children Biblical names, 



in the hope they will have some of the character of Noah, 




Abraham, Peter, or John.  

Those who are sealed, 


will have the character of Jesus visible through their actions.  

What is the clearest characteristic we know so far?  SLIDE

That they come as a slain lamb, 



not a roaring lion.  

How can you 

or I possibly do this SLIDE

when the world comes at us with all the false prophets, 


brokenness, 


injustice, 


and the death of the four horsemen?  

We can't on our own, 


but Jesus is assuring us 



we aren't doing it on our own.  


We are sealed with the Holy Spirit.

With the Spirit sealing us, SLIDE

we are ready to continue to face the great tribulation, 


the mega thilipsis 



or crushing pressure 




if we remember our previous greek study.  

Notice I did not say, 


will be ready for, 



as if it is some coming event.  

Since Jesus came on that night in Bethlehem, 


God's inbreaking Kingdom has met a world 



that did not want to conform to his ways.  SLIDE



That is why Herod had every 2 year old male killed, 




that is why the temptation in the desert happened, 




that is why evil thought it finally had the upper hand on the cross.  



It was trying to push back on Jesus' Kingdom coming.

When the Kingdom of this world 


collides with the Kingdom of God, SLIDE


it is like tectonic plates colliding.  

They push against each other, 


trying to grind each other down, 



until one prevails.  

When that happens, 


we experience an earthquake from the Mega Thilipsis.  

How are we going to stand 


when the whole earth is moving?  

Only through being sealed by the Holy Spirit.  


By God's grace alone.  

The great mystery of the great pressure is, 


it not only protects us, 



but makes us more faithful in the process.  


It purifies us 



and helps us keep the faith.  

How can it do this?  SLIDE

The Holy Spirit protects us, 



or secures us, 


but it does not keep us safe.  

We wear helmets, SLIDE

not because they have a force field 



that keeps anything from hitting our heads.  

We wear helmets, 


because when a rock falls 


or a head slams the ground, 



we will be more secure from the rock or ground.  


They can't harm us 



like they would 



if we were not wearing the helmet.  

So we can do things that have danger to them, 


we can stand up to the pressure of the mega thilipsis 


or great tribulation that we are currently in 



and have been in since Jesus came.  

When the pressure comes onto our head, 


that which would cause damage without a helmet, 



leaves a mark on our helmet, 


but not head.  

We endure all of the trials, 


but are not finished or overcome by them.

It is a reality worthy to endure, 


putting on the Holy Spirit, 


being sealed 



and taking on the character of the lamb.  

Look at the assurances 


or promises given to those who follow the character 


or way of the lamb, 



culminating in the eternal promises of, SLIDE

“Never again will they hunger; 

never again will they thirst. 

The sun will not beat upon them, 

nor any scorching heat. 
17
For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; 

he will lead them to springs of living water. 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

On this Pentecotst


let us realize we are already sealed by the Holy Spirit 



as we follow the ways of the lamb.
After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 4 Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 
5
From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, 

from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, 

from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 
6
from the tribe of Asher 12,000, 

from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, 

from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 
7
from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, 

from the tribe of Levi 12,000, 

from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 
8
from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, 

from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, 

from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. 
The Great Multitude in White Robes
9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 

who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.” 
11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

“Amen! 

Praise and glory 

and wisdom and thanks and honor 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!” 
13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” 
14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, 

“they are before the throne of God 

and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 
16
Never again will they hunger; 

never again will they thirst. 

The sun will not beat upon them, 

nor any scorching heat. 
17
For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; 

he will lead them to springs of living water. 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
