December 29, 2024            The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                  The Choir
Call to Worship                                         Deacon Nancy Morrison
L: Men and women, old and young, together: Praise God and exalt the Author of Life.
P: Praise God in the highest heavens. Praise God, all dwellers on the earth.
L: God commanded, and we were created. God sustains us and enables us to grow.
P: Praise God, all who seek to live in faithfulness. Glorify God’s name and join the loving community.
L: Know that we are chosen by God, holy and beloved. We are called into one body, the church of Jesus Christ.
P: Let us draw close to God and to one another. Let us join with all creation to worship God.
* Hymn                             “Like a Child”                             H No. 86
Lighting of the Christ Candle                    Deacon Nancy Morrison
Today we light the Christ candle, reminding us that Jesus is the light of the world, the shining beacon of hope for all the universe.
Time of Reconciliation - Choir
Invitation               “Create in Me a Clean Heart”               H No. 414
Scripture                               Ps 148:3–12                            H No. 731
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: Heavenly Parent, we have wandered away to pursue our own agenda. We sometimes neglect your will. We harbor grudges against people. There are some we neglect and some we disdain. We have viewed them neither as your beloved nor as our sisters and brothers. The peace of Christ does not always rule in our hearts. O God, turn us around, that what we do may be a genuine expression of your love, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”             H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests             “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  
Solo                        “A Christmas Song”          Pastor Steve Finlan

Scripture          Colossians 3:12–17           Deacon Nancy Morrison
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. . . 17Give thanks to God the Father through him.
Scripture                           Luke 2:42–52              Pastor Steve Finlan

42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the Passover festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

Sermon                  “My Father’s Business”       Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn                        “O Christ, Our Light”                       H No. 145
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                               Nancy Morrison, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                    Choir
*Doxology    





          H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn                     “In the Bleak Midwinter”                    H No. 115
* Benediction
                                                     Church President
L: Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly. Teach and admonish one another in all wisdom. 
P: We will spend time in study and prayer. We will listen and speak as God inspires us.
L: Put on – as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved – compassion, kindness, meekness, and patience. 

P: We will forgive as we have been forgiven. We will put on love that binds us in perfect harmony.
L: The peace of Christ will rule in your hearts. You will know God’s favor day after day. 

P: We will praise God’s name in all we do. We will join with faithful people to give daily thanks.
L: Amen.     P: Amen.

* Congregat. Response       “World Peace Prayer”         H No. 310, 
ver. 1–2
* Postlude                                            Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to 

sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support in order to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”

_______________________________________________________       

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                                    Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel, Gaza, Syria, and Ukraine.

	Pray for all those who are suffering with mental health issues.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Karen Finlan
	Member, pastor’s wife
	Torn ACL in knee

	Jason Furz
	Friend of Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Diane Leighton
	Friend of Karen Britton
	Cancer

	Bob Leonard
	Marion’s husband
	Circulatory issues

	Rodney Lewis & family
	Relative of Norma Anderson
	Terminal cancer

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Recovering from surgery

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	John McClare
	Janet Salvador’s brother
	Genetic liver disorder

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Diane Petrone
	Elaine’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Alta Pratt
	First Church Member
	Back issues

	Mike Pucillo
	Buddy’s Uncle
	Dementia

	Sofia
	Friend of Isabel Gutierrez
	Personal issues, needs comfort


Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________

                 THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH________
Today   

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 

  Deacon for Today: Nancy Morrison




  Ushers: 

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour



  Hostesses: Jane Hatch and Cindy Kwan
Mon., Dec. 30


Office closed 


 
Tue., Dec. 31
10:00 A.M.
Office open 


  

No Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Wed., January 1, 2025
  
New Year’s Day – Office closed

No Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Jan. 2
10:00 A.M.
Office open 


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 



  2:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve to Bay Pointe to do Service

Fri., Jan. 3
10:00 A.M.           Office open
                          LOOKING AHEAD____________________  

Sun., Jan. 5
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and Communion
  Deacon for the Month: Fran Deibel




  Ushers: 

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: Dawn Broderick and

   Janet Salvador 
Mon., Jan. 6


Office closed
Tues., Jan. 7
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  7:00 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., Jan. 8
 

Office closed 


  6:30 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., Jan. 9
10:00 A.M. 
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., Jan. 10
10:00 A.M.
Office open________________________

The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for December are Coffee, Cookies and Crackers.
Pease remember our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26th. All articles from committees are now due into the church office.

The Upper Room publications for January and February are now available and may be found on the table in Fellowship Hall. Be sure to pick up your copy before leaving church today.

A special Thank You from the office…”Thank you to all members and friends for your special Christmas wishes to me and my family during this Christmas season; for your thoughtful gifts and cards. You are always so good to me throughout the year, and it is appreciated. My wish for all of you is that the Spirit and Joy of Christmas remains in your heart all year.”  Love, Maria
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