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By Monsignor Harry G. Schlitt
“This is an engaging, sometimes a slyly humorous
book, sometimes a book illumined by lightning bolts
of religious insight. It is the real McCoy, expressive
of the contradictions and confluences of our era, and
it possesses a particularly American point of view:
not only in its depictions of a boyhood enlivened by
conversion and vocation almost simultaneously,
followed by a journey from simple beginnings to the
splendors of Rome, followed by a half-century of
priestly ministry orthodox in content but frequently
unorthodox in style: all this told matter-of-factly and
frequently with a playful irony downplaying selfabsorption.”

Kevin Starr
California State Librarian Emeritus
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I’ll Never Tell is filled with encounters – Paul
Lynde, James Brown, Joan Crawford,
assorted cardinals and a handful of popes,
including one emeritus, set against the
backdrop of world capitals. Schlitt’s book
becomes a social historic narrative depicting
the epic journey of a Catholic priest through
changing mores and contemporary life.

Broadcaster and priest for fifty years, Father Harry
has been telling stories most of his life. Precocious as a
child, Harry George Schlitt was the youngest in a blue
collar German Catholic family, raised in southern
Missouri along the Mississippi River. A natural athlete,
thespian and all around good guy, he lacked academic
prowess. In a remarkable twist of fate, he found
himself transported from rural America on a full
scholarship to study in Rome, where he was ordained
a priest in 1964. Short on theology but long on
charisma, he began a ministry that moved from the
high school classroom, to the pulpit, to the airwaves.
Launching his God Squad persona in 1968 on a rock
and roll radio station, he was a pioneer in the media
ministry frontier opened by Vatican II. At its apex,
Father Harry and the God Squad reached a global
audience of sixty million people.
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