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An Interview with the “Postcard Lady” Morgan Rogan
By Duane Stabler (with help from Morgan)
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This past July, I had the opportunity to once again attend the Land of Lakes Postcard
& Paper Show. I had the opportunity to talk to Morgan Rogan who hosts the show
and makes sure everything it done as it has to be for such an
event. In that process, I thought that many of my fellow TCPC
members perhaps don’t realize that Morgan was once just a
collector as we are but she’s moved on to host this very successful
show as well as moving back to her native state, Connecticut. In
spite of that, she continues to host the show here in Minnesota.
This discussion leads to further email communication where I
interviewed Morgan. What you see here is the result of that most
interesting dialog.
Q. How long have you been collecting postcards?
A. I've been collecting postcards for 49 years --- since I was seven years
old. Some TCPC members may be familiar with the story. Back in 1958, my
parents purchased an old upright piano from the woman who was to become
my piano teacher. When we brought it home we discovered hundreds of old
postcards inside the piano bench. When my mother called to let the woman
know of these unclaimed treasures, she said, "Let the children keep
them". My brother didn't want them so they
became mine and for
many years I kept them
in an old shoebox. They were all
from France --- many
from Paris ---and I fell
in love with those early
images of ladies in long
dresses and hats, the
horse drawn wagons and the wonderful
old buildings.
See PC Lady page 3
From left to right Lynette Beavers, TX, Tom Garnhart, Milwaukee WI, Danny Danielson. St.
Louis MO, Morgan Rogan, and Wilma & Dave Torretta, WA - All have been to the Land of
Lakes Postcard Show
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Meet Louise Carpentier
TCPC Librarian
Louise was born in Montevideo and spent all of her childhood in Boyd in western
Minnesota. She graduated from Concordia College at Moorhead, Minnesota and went
on for a graduate degree in library science and education from the U. of M.
Louise was a librarian at the elementary schools in Moorhead and finished her career in
the St. Louis Park school district. Her brother, Fred Eckhardt, got Gary (Louise’s
husband) and her interested in postcards when they followed him around at antique
shows, flea markets, etc. Louise says “The colorful images on the topical cards caught
our eyes and before we realized what we were getting into, we were heavily into
Halloween. We been collecting for about thirty years and have enjoyed our membership
in the club throughout those years.”
Louise has served as the club’s librarian for more years than she can recall.
“The fellowship with others collectors at the meetings has been fun and has provided a great source of information for the hobby. The
club's library has up-to date materials too. Look for its bibliography at the beginning of the annual roster. I bring three or four titles to
every meeting, if a particular title is desired call me and I'll bring it to the following meeting.” (editors note: Louise’s telephone number
is located on page 11)
Louise belongs to several other organizations and volunteers to read to kindergarten children at a Minneapolis school once a week.
She says “I love to travel and have had many great trips including Africa and the far east.”
Thank you Louise for volunteering your time and talent to TCPC! ▲

TCPC Elects 2008 Officers
During the December 19th TCPC meeting, an election was held for the 2008 Officers. Below, you’ll find the
new board including newly elected. Note that the office of president is vacant. We do need to fill this
position soon. Please seriously consider volunteering for the office of President.
•

President: OPEN

•

Vice President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

•

Show Chair:
Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573 (spring show)

•

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587 (acting
until a permanent coordinator is identified)

•

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

•

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

•

Webmaster: Shawn Hewitt, 651-735-0113

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•
•
•

Director at Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344
Director at Large: Dave Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Director at Large: Alan Calvano, 507-282-4389
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PC Lady continued from page 1

Q. When did you consider becoming a dealer?
A. Throughout the early 1990's, I entertained the idea of becoming a postcard dealer because it
looked like so much fun and because of the opportunities to travel seemed endless. I became a
dealer about 11 years ago --- at first doing old fashioned mail approvals (it was before everyone was
on the Internet). Gradually I began doing shows and I started with those that were close by and/or
small. Our club show was my first (back in the spring of 1996) when I shared a table with another
club member (Joe Shirk) and set up with only 7 boxes. That show was followed by the one in the
Quad Cities (Rock Island, Illinois) and then Cedar Rapids, Iowa. By 1998 I was doing shows in
Florida, Chicago, Brimfield (Massachusetts), Cincinnati, and Indianapolis. Within a year I had
added Texas and Wichita to the mix and ended up doing 25 shows that year. I would say my
traveling peaked in 2002 when I set up at or attended about 35 shows all over the U.S. and
Europe. (That year I ended up driving nearly 50,000 miles and flying another 14,000).
Q. The Land of Lakes Postcard & Paper show has been very successful. I’ve tried to attend every
year because you do a great job bringing in dealers who might not be at the TCPC show. Your
decision process seems to make sure the show is strategically placed on the calendar far enough
away from the TCPC shows.
A. The Land of Lakes Postcard & Paper Show began in 2003. Since the late '90's I had become
friendly with lots of dealers and there were frequently conversations about shows in various parts of
the country and the club show in the Twin Cities always came up, always with positive
comments. Two dealers in particular, Mike Carberry from Iowa and Ron Millard from Michigan,
mentioned how they'd been trying to get into our fall club show for years to no avail. They claimed
to be on the waiting list for years. Over a period of a couple of years, we toyed around with the idea
of starting our own show. However, I impressed upon them how important it was to me not to
infringe on the club's territory, so to speak. The first year I put on the show, I made sure all my
dealers (with the exception of Dick & Nina Rudolf) were dealers who were not regulars at either of
the club's regular shows. I figured this way, we could actually have three very distinct shows in the
Twin Cities. That first year the show was at the Bloomington Armory which turned out to be a big
mistake in July because that facility is not air conditioned. I still remember John Cole jokingly
saying it was "the hottest show in town".
Yes, the show is set up for that time so as to not conflict with the TCPC shows. I’m not trying to
impact the TCPC shows that are also well run and very successful but it’s not my intent to draw
dealers or customers from the TCPC show. After all, I’m still a TCPC member too.
Q. You moved the show as a result of the heat out to Rosemount. Tell me more about that move
and the success you’ve enjoyed since then. How many people attend, etc? Do you have the 2008
show booked already?
PC Lady continued from page 5
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Unusual Postcards
By John L. Cole
My wife likes to read the back of cards I get. Me, well I
look at the back to see the postmark but rarely read the
message. Every so often a special cards shows up.
The first one is of the Natural Bridge, Natural Bridge Virginia. It was postmarked in Washington DC in 1929. The
message reads as follows, “We have had a wonderful 3
days in Virginia. Visited Richmond, Williamsburg,
charming Jamestown and Yorktown too. Have had 3 days
also in this lovely Washington of ours, with cherry trees in
bloom! We saw a drill at Annapolis, a military funeral at
Arlington and went to Mount Vernon.” Then, written on
the front of the postcard, it says “Have seen 3 plays, and
will tea in the White House tomorrow with Mrs. Hoover!
Then Arrive home Thursday P.M., Love Mother”
This woman did a lot in six days. She must be an important person to have tea with the president’s wife. The card
was sent to Mr. Hugh Moran, Hayward House, Phillips
Academy, Andover, Massachusetts.
The second card is of a street scene at spectacular
Adirondack Mountains NY. The post mark is not clear but
the card was sent to Mr. John B. Cox, 68 Spring Street,
White Plains NY. It Reads “Tuesday,
the house on other side is where Gene
Tunney is staying while in training here.
We are having a fine time and fine
weather. First rain we have had. Will
see you soon. Oak and Lula.”
On the picture side of the card is an arrow over a two story house just behind
the Socony Gas Station. From the look
of the cars, it was taken in the 1920’s.
Having a boxer in town was great local
news. I bet you that the locals told
every tourist that he was in town.
Postcard sales were probably up, too.
One never knows what they will find on the back of a postcard! ▲
PAGE 4
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PC Lady from page 3 continued

A. We moved to the Rosemount Community Center in 2004 and have been pleased with that location
ever since. The show usually averages about 35 dealers and attendance is always over 400. Every
year there's been a waiting list to get in and each year we've been able to welcome a few new dealers
to keep the mix exciting and fresh. There seems to be an excitement about the show that lingers
throughout the calendar year. The dealers are usually pleased with how they've done and likewise,
the collectors are happy, too. (I've been told repeatedly that it's one of the best shopping shows in the
country). I try to promote the show as a vacation destination since it takes place in the summer when
many have more relaxed schedules. That strategy has helped bring in dealers from far and wide and
even collectors who fly in to enjoy Minnesota --- and go to a postcard show too. This past year,
several of my dealers (who have been with the show since its inception) said this past summer was
their best show yet. I appreciate the support the club members have given the show these past five
years and I intend to keep doing the show despite the fact that I live in Connecticut
now. (Remember, my daughter, Tara, still lives in Eagan). I've already booked the building for next
year's show which will be Friday, July 25th and Saturday, July 26th, 2008.
Q. Do you host other postcard shows where you live?
A. The Minnesota show is the only one I promote right now, however, I am considering starting a
smaller Connecticut show in my hometown maybe about 2 years from now --- if I think the market is
there and if I can get enough dealers. Time will tell.......One thing I've always wanted is to be a part
of an annual national convention --- something on the idea of what was attempted in Milwaukee
about 10 years ago. I've been asked to be an officer for the IFPD (International Federation of
Postcard Dealers) and one of the ideas the new officers are planning on considering is sponsoring a
national convention with a different location each year. (It would be done with representatives from
all over the country to make it a truly national experience). It would be great if we could pull it off,
but it would definitely take a lot of brainstorming and coordinating of ideas, time, etc. We welcome
suggestions along those lines. ▲

Thank You Fred Schiffman
For Your Years of Dedicated Service to TCPC
December 2008 TCPC meeting was the last meeting that Fred Schiffman presided
over the club as president. Fred elected not to run for office this year and we will
miss him. Fred encourages others to step up and volunteer.
Thank You Fred, for all you’ve done for the organization and what you’ve done to
promote the hobby. Fred will most certainly continue to attend the meetings and
serve as a resource.
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Marked-up Postcards
By Dave Norman
One sometimes encounters postcards which have been marked up by the sender. In view
cards, it's often just a simple message, such as "X marks my hotel room (or office)."
Here are two cards from my collection (in this case, both with the same basic image) that have
been marked up. Note that one of them is marked with pen and ink, but the other has
a commercial message added with a printing press. Both show Broadway at 39th St. in New
York City. They aren't dated as to when they were published, but the blank space at the
bottom for a message from the sender indicates that the image side dates back to before the
March 1907 liberalization of postal regulations that permitted a message to be written on the
same side of the card as the address.
The one marked in ink is labeled to identify some of
the landmarks visible in the picture. At the left is the
Metropolitan Opera House and down the next block
is Martin's and the Broadway Theatre [sic]. Towering over the scene a few blocks north is the New
York Times building and in the distance is the Hotel
Astor, both famous Times Square landmarks.
The one with the printed markings is notifying a customer that the company has a new address. They've
moved from Newark NJ to larger quarters in New
York City. The Wright Formette Co. has two major
products for women with one of two very opposite
fashion problems. Their "stylish Wright Bust Form
for slender women" sounds like an early ancestor of
today's padded bra. For women with the opposite
problem, they offer "our latest C.Y.C. CORSET for
reducing the stout figure." (On close examination, it
seems to actually say "GORSET," but I'm guessing
that's just a typographical error rather than a made-up
name designed to be unique.) The corset has been
gone from the mainstream of American fashion for a
very long time, although there have been occasional
attempts to reintroduce a version of it. Modern
women can still buy other undergarments especially
designed to improve their figure.
See Mark-up - continued on page 7
PAGE 6
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Mark-Up - continued from page 6

Although the two cards have the same basic image, there are some visible differences between them. They date back to long before color photography was in widespread
use, so they were colored by an artist, probably one who had never been to the scene in
person. The card with the printed message has more intense and more elaborate coloring
than the one with the hand-written markings.
For example, in the card with the printed message, the simulated clouds in the sky are clearly
visible and the canopy over the entrance
to the Metropolitan Opera House is colored, whereas in the other card there are
only slight variations in the sky area and
the canopy is in black and white. The
streetcars (which are the main reason I
added these cards to my collection) are
orange in one and yellow in the
other. Also, the cards are "cropped"
differently. At the bottom of the image,
a man driving a horse-drawn vehicle
(probably a freight wagon) in the card
with the hand-written markings is almost entirely gone from the card with the
printed markings. At the top, the card
with the printed markings has the entire
flagpole on the New York Times
building, plus a little sky above it,
conveniently leaving more space for the
message there.
The card with the printed markings has a
divided back, leaving room for the
message alongside the address. The card
with the hand-written markings has the
earlier format, the undivided
back.
Although cards with divided
backs had been legal since 1907, it is
postmarked December 1912.
continued -see Trolley on page 8
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Trolley - continued from page 7
Perhaps someone found some
old cards in the basement of a
retail store or on the shelf of a
warehouse and sold them to
customers who weren't
bothered by the obsolete format.
I found that I had another
view of the same area in my
collection. It dates from some
years later. When long skirts
tight around the ankles
became fashionable (the
so-called "hobble skirt")
women found it almost
impossible to climb the high
steps of conventional
streetcars, so in 1914 the
streetcar company introduced
these cars with a doorway
only 6 inches above the
street. I noticed that the
name on the sign of the
business on the right is
blacked out. This puzzled
me until I compared this card
with a 1981 Dover
Publications reprint of a
similar card. The business on the right was a Hof-Brau. Once the US entered World War I,
all German-sounding names became the object of great suspicion and hostility, so that's
probably why the name was deleted.
Do you have one or more interesting marked-up cards in your collection? If you can, scan
them and submit them to the editor electronically. If you don't have that capability, contact
the editor and work out alternate arrangements for submitting them. We'll feature some of
them in a future issue.▲
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Mystery Postcard ==>
Chuck Donley handed this postcard to the editor at
one of the monthly club meetings and said “what
do you think this card is about?”
Well, I’m stumped but wonder if it could possibly
be from a college or university such as the U of M,
Duluth.
If anyone of you has a better idea, we’d love to
hear from you.
Write the editor at
destabler@integra.net

<==== Alan Calvano writes “The picture was
taken in 1918. It is 18,000 men prepared for war
in a training camp at Camp Dodge , Iowa.
A gift from our grandfathers.
If you like the Statue of Liberty image here are
some others ... courtesy of a friend of mine.”
Try the website below to getr a better look at this
unusual card.
http://www.iowanationalguard.com/Museum/
CDStory/CDstory/LibertyStatuepage.htm

Editor’s Challenge:
I’ve seen various sports postcards but I don’t think I’ve ever seen an early
Hockey Postcard. Can anyone provide a scan and a bit about the card to me
for a future newsletter?
Duane Stabler
destabler@integra.net
PAGE 9
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Classifieds
POST CARDS WANTED

Granit Falls MN PC Wanted
Paul Benson
521 11th Ave.
Granite Falls MN 56241
Telephone: 1-320-564-3743
expires: March 2008

POST CARDS FOR SALE

Autos to Zebras; Annandale to Zumbrota;
Alabama to Wyoming
Call for an appointment.
We’d really love for you to take a look!
Call John at 612-377-2162
expires: March 2008

Expires Mar 2008

PAGE 10
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Monthly Meeting Schedule

February 20 , 2008 6:15—9 PM

January 16, 2008 6:15—9 PM

Show & Tell us what you collect
other than postcards.

Tom Cross, a TCPC member and
enthusiast of postcards pertaining to Bring one item of that collectable
Kites will be the featured speaker. and tell us a bit. All that is required
is perhaps 3 minutes per person
Tom will tell us how his hobby of
with an item to show.
Kites and Kite flying evolved into a
postcard collection.

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2008 and
we hope to offer programs
at least once per quarter
again this year. Do you
have a suggestion for something you’d like to see? Or,
perhaps you’d like to offer a
program yourself (don’t be
shy)? Programs should be
about 15 minutes in length
and can be about anything
from your favorite card topic
or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651426-3573 for further details.
PAGE 11

2008 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President:

•

Vice President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

OPEN—We need you

•

Show Chair:
Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573 (spring show)

•

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587 (acting
until a permanent coordinator is identified)

•

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

•

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

•

Webmaster: Shawn Hewitt, 651-735-0113

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•
•
•

Director at Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344
Director at Large: Dave Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Director at Large: Alan Calvano, 507-282-4389

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Advertising:
General advertising will appear in newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the
newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
SPRING TCPC POSTCARD
SHOW & SALE
Date: April 12-13, 2008
KELLY INN, ST. PAUL MN

Got something you want to contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1
for each additional name at the same
address.

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

