It’s hard to believe that spring is almost over and that summer will soon be
here. While summer doesn’t officially start until mid-June, at Charlton
Church it begins on Sunday, May 26, when we start our summer worship
schedule of one service at 9:30 am. This schedule runs from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day weekend.
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God, there’s a reason the Bible and the hymnals call You shepherd
and us sheep. We get lost easily. We wander away
without thinking. We follow the path with the greener
grass, even if it take us away from You. Sheep are born followers. What one
does, they all do. We follow the ones with the most money or the loudest
voices or coolest toys, and we think we’re on the path to happiness. You are the
shepherd. You bring us back to the path even though we know it isn’t the
easiest way to go. We get lost, and You will leave the flock and come and find

us again and again. You know us better than anyone. We know that all we must
do is listen for Your voice and follow Your call. Watch over us, God. Keep us on
the path. Amen.
~ Steven L Case
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From the Pastor ...
There was a man away at war who would send deep and moving love letters
from the front line to his fiancé. She waited expectantly for the mailman every
day in the great hopes he would deliver a love letter to her. As time passed, the

letters continued to come. The mailman soon grew excited to deliver the love
letters to the woman. Then one day the war was over, and the mailman married
the woman.
Not how you expected the story to go? The woman was not to fall in love with
the man who delivered the love letters, she was to fall in love with her fiancé.

Did this story upset you, make you feel angry? I hope it did.
There is nothing more enjoyable than summer. The warm weather, vacations, fun activities, and so much more.
God has made the seasons for us to enjoy and summer brings us rest, relaxation, and excitement. However, we are
not to fall in love with summer; we are to fall in love with God! Summer delivers us so many good things, but it is
God who sent those things to us.

In the midst of our summer frolicking and fun, our soul can suffer. We can walk away from God and look to the
sand and surf to meet our needs. The good things of summer can’t truly satisfy; only God can. Paul wrote in
Colossians 3:1-2, “If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.”
In the months to come, don’t fall in love with summer. Your soul will suffer. Summer just delivers the goodness of

God to us. Look above to God, who can truly offer you peace and rest.

Pastor Les

“Every Christian would agree that a man's spiritual health
is exactly proportional to his love for God.”
C. S. Lewis

3

Sunday, May 26
Join us on this Memorial Day weekend, as the Charlton family gathers to worship together at one service at 9:30
am. With the Towsey family away, Pastor Dann Caldwell will bring the morning message, and we will share in the
sacrament of holy communion.
Sunday, June 2 :: Learning from Jesus’ Goodbye :: Luke 24:50-53 / Acts 1:1-11
Last goodbyes are always difficult. When Jesus said goodbye to the disciples, no doubt there were lots of tears.
Jesus’ words of goodbye and the ascension of Jesus are the last, vitally important parts of Jesus’ earthly ministry.
Pentecost Sunday, June 9 :: Waiting for the Fire :: Acts 2 / Joel 2:28-32
The disciples had what seemed like a long wait waiting for the fire of the Holy Spirit to come. I am sure as they
gathered many doubted, again, what Jesus had told them. When the fire finally fell the disciples were filled with
the Holy Spirit and faith. Today it seems we are still waiting for the fire to fall; but the Holy Spirit has
already been poured upon us. Instead of waiting we should be witnessing.

“Won’t You Be My Neighbor”
The children from our Arts Camp kicks off a 5 week series based on the simple, yet
profound, faith of Mr. Rogers.
Sunday, June 16 :: “Let’s Start at the Very Beginning” :: Psalm 139
Mr. Rogers’ theology boiled down to “love your neighbor as yourself”. We
often hear about loving your neighbor, but what does it mean to love oneself?
The sermon series begins as we consider how beloved we are by God and that
if we are to love others, we must first learn to love ourselves.
Sunday, June 23 :: “Toast Sticks for the Heart” :: 1 Kings 19: 11-13a
Mr. Rogers was known for having the speed of the tortoise. He spoke and
moved deliberately slow. Mr. Rogers believed that through our slowing down,
spending time in prayer and meditation, that it becomes easier to accept
ourselves, and when we accept ourselves, we are better equipped to accept our
neighbors.
Sunday, June 30 :: “Toast Sticks for the Eyes” :: Luke 10: 25-37
The parable of the Good Samarian is less about answering who our neighbor is and
more about establishing yourself as a good neighbor. Jesus transformed the question
“who is my neighbor” into the directive “be the good neighbor”.
Sunday, July 7 :: “Toast Sticks for the Hands” :: Matthew 25: 35-40
As we begin to become a good neighbor and see others as God sees them, it requires a change of perspective from
us. How we see others affects how we treat others. We respond with compassion, as the gospel calls us to serve
others.

Sunday, July 14 :: “Preach Without Words” :: Matthew 5: 13-16
Through his show, Mr. Rogers taught the basics of our faith without even mentioning the Bible. His efforts were
successful because he was his authentic self, both on and off camera. Like Mr. Rogers, we should let our actions
show the gospel. How can we be our authentic selves and be a witness that we are a follower of Jesus?

4

Sunday, July 21 :: History Lessons from Notre Dame Cathedral :: Ephesians 1:11 / Matthew 16:13-19
The story of Notre Dame Cathedral is very amazing. We will learn some history and look at ways we can apply our
learnings to our lives today. We will share in the sacrament of holy communion.
Sunday, July 28 :: Dangerous Prayers :: Luke 11:2–4 / Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, 23-24
Warning!!! The prayers you will be encouraged to pray will be dangerous. They will call for deeper devotion to God
and open your heart to be more faithful to God’s calling in your life. For example, any time we pray “Thy will be
done” and mean what we pray; we open our lives to God using us for our good and His glory.
Sunday, August 4 :: Legend of the Sand Dollar :: Psalm 19:1-4 / Psalm 96
Throughout nature there are many symbols of spiritual concepts. God has worked many messages into
his creation for us to ‘hear’ Him. The message of the sand dollar is a powerful illustration of
God’s great love for us.
Sunday, August 11 :: Shell Seekers :: Jeremiah 29:13 / Matthew 7:7-12
Seeking sea shells are in many ways like seeking God. We will be challenged to find
more effective ways to find God in our daily lives.

Sunday, August 18 :: Footprints in the Sand :: Philippians 4:19 / Isaiah 43:1-7
Footprints in the Sand is an awesome poem. We will dive deeper into this poem
to discover truly what it means for God to be carrying us in hard times. We will
be encouraged to open our eyes to God in difficult days.
Sunday, August 25 :: Be a Lighthouse :: John 8:12 / Matthew 5:14-16
People love lighthouses. They serve as a powerful reminder of God’s guidance
for us and challenge us to shine the light of Christ for the world to see.
Sunday, September 1 :: Weary :: Galatians 6:9 / Matthew 25:25-30
We all grow weary. Yet, Paul encourages us to not grow weary in doing good works. We
will look to ways to be energized to serve God and others for a lifetime, not just on
occasion. As our joint summer services come to a close, we will share in the sacrament of holy
communion.

Looking Ahead to the Fall Worship Sermon Series ….
September series: Christians and Conflict
We experience conflict on a regular basis in all areas of our lives. Sometimes the conflict is light and easy while
other times it is deep and painful. The bible gives us plenty of insight into handling conflict in our lives. We will
spend the month of September discovering ways to handle conflict in a Christian manner.
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So … how is it with your soul?
As Pastor Les shared in his Soul Care series, this is a question that John
Wesley encouraged Methodists to ask themselves often.
In a previous newsletter, I shared with you that I have recently completed a
course in Spiritual Direction. The role of a Spiritual Director is to help a
person sense the presence of God and the stirring of the Holy Spirit in their
life. Most spiritual direction sessions start with a time of quiet centering,
and then the director asks: “How is it with your soul?”
People often don’t know how to respond to this question. But, in time, this
question takes on great depth as the person begins to use a variety of disciplines, techniques and exercises to explore how
their spiritual life is integrated in their daily living.
One of the things that often arises in spiritual direction is when a person begins to recognize the ‘nudging’ or ‘prodding’ of
the Holy Spirit in their life. These are those moments in a person’s life that often point to a particular area of concern.
These moments often seem quite random. They can be insignificant moments, or they can be major events in a person’s
life. But, after a period of time, the person may begin to sense that these ‘random’ moments may actually be inter-related,
and might just be the movement of the Holy Spirit in their life.
I’d like to share one of those moments in my own life with you. If you ever ask me what my favorite hymn or scripture is,
you’re likely to get a different answer each time. It depends on what is going on in my life at that moment. But over the
past several months, the scripture that has been continually on my mind has been Philippians 4:8. “Whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”
This was reinforced in one of Pastor Les’ recent sermons when he compared caring for your soul with Velcro. He reminded
us that, just like everything sticks to Velcro, whatever is going on in your life is going to ‘stick’ to your soul. This is a
reminder that we should surround ourselves and focus on ‘whatever is true, whatever is honorable …’

As I was recently gathering resources for our upcoming sermon series based on the faith of Mr. Rogers, I came across the
story of how he was upset with the violence that children were witnessing on TV. In has calm and reassuring voice, he
encouraged children to turn off the TV if they were uncomfortable with what they were seeing.
Reading that reminded me of my own life. You probably would not be surprised to learn that I can be a couch potato. I
love to watch TV. I like sit-coms, dramas, comedies, game shows, and yes … even reality shows. But over the past several
months I have noticed that some of the ‘reality’ shows I was watching were making me a bit uncomfortable. Some of
these shows seem to feed on the misfortune of others. And I know many of you are watching these same shows, because
I hear you talking about them at church.
Looking back, I now see the Holy Spirit was planting a seed in my life with those words … “whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” And it was like the Holy Spirit hit me upside the head
through the words of Mr. Rogers when he said “turn off the TV when you see things that make you uncomfortable.”
I no longer watch those shows. And I’d like to encourage you as well to be aware of the TV shows that you are watching,
or the books that you are reading, or how you are spending your time. If your entertainment helps you relax and perhaps
even uplifts you, then enjoy it. But if your entertainment feeds off of the misfortunes of other people, or makes fun of
those that are different than you, then I would suggest you open yourself to how the Spirit might lead you to focus on
better things in your life.
Perhaps this might help you to say ever more confidently: “It is well with my soul”.
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BACKYARD BIBLE STUDY
Cathy and Mark Malone invite you to join them in their
backyard for a summer Bible Study and discussion.

Walking
Thru a
Desert

A study of
Jesus’ time
in the desert
as found in
the gospels of
Matthew
and Luke

HOT

TOPIX
Join us for a meal in a
local restaurant as we share
how the hot topics in the news
interacts with our faith.

Second Tuesday of month
Thursdays in June, starting June 6
6:30 to 8 pm

@ Noon

Second Thursday of month
@ 6 pm

273 North Mill Road, Harrisburg, PA 17112

Women’s Rest Retreat
Reflections on the Proverbs 31 Woman

Saturday, June 8

At the home of Heidi Stanalonis

9am to 2pm

5537 General Knipe Circle, Mechanicsburg

Rest in the Lord, rest in scripture, rest in your thoughts,
rest in prayer, rest in praise and devotion, rest in fellowship.
Treat yourself to a self-guided day,
with informational helps and materials,
to rest in these areas
and enrich your faith.

We will also offer a time
of guided simple stretch/yoga
and biblically-based mindful meditation.
A free-will offering will be collected.

In addition, 15 minute chair massage by Tina’s Turning Leaf Massage, LLC.
There is a cost of $10; reservations required no later than May 25.
Light refreshments and lunch will be served. Reservations are limited; on a first come, first served basis.
Sign up through the Connection Card, church office, or by calling Debbie Livingston 717-798-4171.
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CHARLTON HAS A
FOR MISSIONS
Whether it’s our monthly mission, Giving

Grace, Helping Hands, God’s Hands @ Work,

or a last minute appeal, Charlton Church always
comes through to support ministries that are making a
difference in the lives of those in need. Many of our church
family can often be found here at the church or in the community offering assistance in whatever way they can.

But there are many people who are looking to “go the extra mile” and participate in a mission trip. If that might
sound interesting to you, Pastor Les can help. There are local and international mission trips that Methodist groups
are hosting all year round. Calvary UMC in Harrisburg always welcomes local Methodists to join them on their
regular trips. If you need more information, please contact the church office.

Be a part of Charlton’s Community Outreach
GIVING GRACE

HELPING HANDS

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month from 4:45 to 6
pm, as we assist individuals
and families from our
community who are
experiencing financial
difficulties. Through the
generosity of our church
family, we are able to provide
basic household items that are
not available from local food
banks.

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month as we provide a
free meal to about 150 people
from our community and
church family. A variety of
jobs are available throughout
the day, from preparation
around 2pm, to serving the
meal at 5pm. We also provide
a meal for the homeless of
Harrisburg on the third Friday
of the month.

Dear children, let us not merely say that we love one another;
let us show the truth in our actions.
I John 3:18
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FOOD DRIVE

BACKPACK MINISTRY

We are having a Food

Last year, our Ministry
Council decided to expand
our Giving Grace backpack
ministry. We have been
collecting the names,
addresses, and children in
each household that will be
in school - K thru 12th
grade. We have a total of 85
children (40 families) as of May 1. We will be
adding the stragglers to this list on June 5. We
currently have 28 backpacks. We will need the
additional backpacks, as well as school supplies,
such as binders, pens, pencils, erasers, crayons,
colored pencils, glue sticks, tablets, and notebook
paper. We plan to pack them on
Tuesday, July 30.

Drive to benefit Central
PA Food Bank from July
1st thru July 15th.

There will be 2 barrels
in the church lobby
during that time. The
items requested are
canned tuna or
chicken, canned soups or stews, peanut butter,
canned fruits or vegetables, plus other items. Fliers
will be available at the Welcome Desk for you to
take along to the store. At this time the most
needed items are canned chicken
or tuna and peanut butter.

911 OUTREACH

PRAYER
SHAWL
MINISTRY
The women of God’s Hands @ Work are always
We need your help collecting items to fill baskets

hard at work making prayer shawls for you to share

for our outreach to our area 911 responders.

with your family or friends who need to know

Help is also needed assembling and distributing gift

others are praying for them.

baskets to the first responders of our community as

You can pick up a prayer shawl at the display in the

a way of saying thanks for their hard work and

hall, or you may choose one in the Conference

commitment to keeping us all safe.

Room. If you would prefer a specific style or color,
you may fill out a request card, which is located

Monday, July 1 @ 10 am

next to the display.
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Introducing the new

C harltonAcademy

Each month, a new small group will be held where a Charlton family member
can share and teach something they enjoy or have knowledge about.
Wednesday, June 26
6:30 pm

Sunday, July 7
11:30 am

Saturday, August 3
10:00 am

CARD MAKING

MAKING CHOCOLATE

MAKING PIEROGY

Join Carol Henry as she
leads a time of stamping
and card making.

Join Mark Holmgren as he
shares how to make, mold,
and “enrobe” chocolate.

Join Chuck Kaufmann as he
shares his family’s recipe
for making pierogis.

What can you offer to share with your Charlton family? Let us know!

COMMUNITY
ICE CREAM NIGHT

Friday, July 12
6:00 pm

Friday, July 26

Hot dogs, popcorn and soda
will be provided.

Starts at 7pm
Charlton Church has contracted
with Hall’s Ice Cream to host
their ice cream truck in our parking lot.

Movies to be shown:
“I Can Only Imagine”
“The Secret Life of Pets”
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SUMMER FELLOWSHIP
FIRST SUNDAY BRUNCH

Tired of eating lunch alone?
Then come to church …

Join us for brunch after worship
on the first Sunday of each month this summer.

LUNCH with the STAFF

June 2 — Hot Dogs and Macaroni Salad

Bring a bagged lunch with you
and join the church staff on Wednesdays
at noon this summer.

hosted by The Journey Class

July 7 — Lunch Meat and Potato Salad
hosted by The JOY Class

August 4 — Baked Potato and Salad Bar
hosted by The Founation Class

Let’s get to know each other better
and share our hopes and dreams for our church.

September 1 — BBQ and Mac’n’Cheese
hosted by The Gathering

Be sure to join us for our monthly

Men … you did an awesome job
with the women’s banquet,
so now it’s your turn to enjoy!

MEET ‘n’ EAT
This lunch fellowship is held at a restaurant on
the fourth Thursday of each month. It is simply
a time to share fellowship with other church
friends. If you would like to attend, but need a
ride, please call the church office.

Prepared and served by the women of Charlton

June 27 — Olive Garden
July 25 — Blue Ridge Family Restaurant
August 22 — Red Lobster

Saturday, June 29
8:00 am

MEN’S BREAKFAST

The Faith and Fellowship Class
invite you to their annual

Sometimes it’s nice to share lunch and
conversation with others just like you. We
invite you to join us for our monthly ...

PIE and ICE CREAM
SOCIAL

MEN’s and WOMEN’s
LUNCHEONS

Sunday, June 30

These are held in a local restaurant on the
second Thursday of the month at Noon. Please
sign up on your Connection Card.

Following the 9:30 am Worship Service
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FINDING OUR WAY FORWARD

As we reported in the last newsletter, the special called session of the General Conference of The United
Methodist Church adopted The Traditional Plan, which restricts churches from holding same sex marriages and

bans LGTBQ persons from being ordained.
Since that time, this ‘Traditional Plan’ was reviewed by the Judicial Council of the church. After careful review,
many parts of the plan were ruled in compliance with our Book of Discipline, while many other parts were
ruled as unconstitutional and out of compliance with our church’s Book of Discipline.
Efforts will be made at the next regularly scheduled General Conference, which will be held in the spring of
2020, to amend and correct those areas of the plan that were ruled unconstitutional. It is to be expected that
other legislation will be proposed to replace the Traditional Plan, which doesn’t go info effect until January 1,
2020.

This should not surprise anyone, as this has been a very difficult and complex issue for our denomination to
navigate. People on all sides of the issues have struggled to find ways to remain true to their convictions and
beliefs, and find ways to work with persons who feel differently than themselves.
As the United Methodist Church continues to wrestle with our understanding of human sexuality, Charlton
Church’s Administrative Council will meet this summer for a series of group discussions. Our hope will be to
offer small group meetings this Fall for all of Charlton’s family share in the discussion.
In the meantime, we highly encourage you to keep The United Methodist Church in your prayers.
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GET SOME EXERCISE
CHILDREN’S
OPEN GYM

SUNDAY RECREATION
Pastor Les invites you to join him for a time of
fun, fellowship, and exercise each month. We
will meet at 3 pm in the gym.

Pastor Les invites children
age 5 and older to join
him in the gym for games.

BASKETBALL
Sunday, June 30
Sunday, July 21
Sunday, August 18

Tuesday, June 25
Tuesday, July 23
Tuesday, August 20

VOLLEYBALL
Sunday, June 2
Sunday, July 7
Sunday, August 4

(The July 21 date might wind up being dodgeball!)

10 to 11 am

One Sunday morning, a mother went in to wake her son and tell him it was time to get ready for
church, to which he replied, "I'm not going." "Why not?" she asked. "I'll give you two good
reasons," he said. "(1), they don't like me, and (2), I don't like them." His mother replied, "I'll give
you two good reasons why you SHOULD go to church: (1) You're 59 years old, and (2) you're the
pastor!"

The young couple invited their elderly pastor for Sunday dinner. While they were in the kitchen
preparing the meal, the minister asked their son what they were having. "Goat," the little boy
replied. "Goat?" replied the startled man of the cloth, "Are you sure about that?" "Yep," said the
youngster. "I heard Dad say to Mom, 'Today is just as good as any to have the old goat for
dinner.”
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World travelers may seek out pyramids, cathedrals and safari parks, but United Methodists have destinations
across the globe that hold their own allure. Here are suggestions for seven fascinating places to visit.
Where Wesley Walked
England is the cradle of Methodism, where John Wesley started the worldwide evangelical
movement in the 18th century, and where travelers today can visit three main sites that trace the
steps of the socially minded Anglican minister. In Bristol, where Wesley preached his first outdoor
sermon, the New Room stands as Methodism’s first building, used by Wesley and other early
Methodists as a meeting and preaching place and a center for helping and educating people in
need. “[The New Room] is soaked in prayer. It’s a great thrill to stand in the pulpit,” says Jo
Hibbard, heritage officer for the Methodist Church in Britain. London is home to Wesley’s Chapel
and House, the hub for Wesley’s later work and considered the Mother Church of World
Methodism. To explore where Wesley grew up, take the three-hour train ride from London to
Epworth to tour the childhood home of John and his hymn-writing brother Charles. Here, their
revered mother, Susanna, instilled in her large brood of children the methodical manner that later
would characterize her sons’ approach to religion.

Cathedral Church of American Methodism

Methodism’s first building,
“the New Room,” was used by
John and Charles Wesley, and
others, as a meeting and
preaching place, and a center
for educating people in need. It
is located in Bristol, England.
Photo by Victoria Rebeck.

The oldest house of Methodist worship in continuous use in America,
St. George’s United Methodist Church of Philadelphia houses an active
congregation that began as a Methodist society in 1767 and has occupied the historic church
building since 1769. The congregation went to court during the 1920s to save the structure from
being razed to make room for the Ben Franklin Bridge. The site of many firsts, St. George’s is
where missionary Joseph Pilmore made the first public statement on Methodist principles and
beliefs and held the nation’s first Methodist prayer meeting. Francis Asbury, the pioneering bishop
St. George’s United Methodist Church,
constructed in 1763 in Philadelphia, PA, is of American Methodism, preached his first American sermon at St. George’s in 1771 and called the
the oldest house of Methodist worship in
place The Cathedral Church of American Methodism. Want to learn more about those early days?
continuous use in America. Photo courtesy St. George’s offers a Time Traveler’s tour on certain dates.
of Historic St. George’s UMC.

God’s Square Mile at the Jersey Shore
The embodiment of Methodist camp meetings and the Holiness Movement of the late 19th
century, Ocean Grove, N.J., was founded in 1869 during a prayer meeting on land set aside for the
perpetual worship of Jesus Christ. Today, the seaside community still offers residents and visitors
opportunities for spiritual birth, growth and renewal in a Christian recreational setting. Ocean
Grove (pop. 3,342) holds a camp meeting revival every Sunday, closes its beaches to the public on
Sunday mornings, features streets with Biblical names, sells no alcohol, and maintains a
commercial-free boardwalk along one of the most pristine beaches in America. At its center is the
6,000-seat Great Auditorium, used for regular worship services and family-friendly concerts and
featuring an 11,000-pipe organ. Each spring, 114 canvas tents are erected around the auditorium
and rented to tenants, many of whom are fourth- and fifth-generation summer residents. “There’s
a peaceful spirit here. It’s like stepping back in time,” says J.P. Gradone, executive director of the
Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association, the United Methodist-related group overseeing the
grounds.
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Each spring, 114 tents are erected and
leased to summer residents of Ocean
Grove, N.J., a seaside community founded
by Methodists in 1869 as a camp meeting
site. Photo by Tracey James.

Witness to the World
Dedicated in 1924 in the heart of Washington, D.C., the United Methodist Building is the only nongovernmental building on Capitol Hill — giving public witness at the seat of U.S. government that
The United Methodist Church is an advocate for justice and peace throughout the world. Located
across from the Capitol and next to the Supreme Court, the Italian Renaissance-style building
houses offices for several United Methodist agencies and numerous other church and ecumenical
groups. Filled with rich history, the structure was dedicated amid the Temperance Movement and
the Labor Reform/Social Gospel Movement. Weekday visitors can take a self-guided tour (or
arrange in advance for guided tours) and attend noon worship services each Wednesday in
Simpson Memorial Chapel.

Dedicated in 1924, the United Methodist
Building (left) is the only nongovernmental building on Capitol Hill in
Washington D.C. Photo courtesy of
the Board of Church and Society.

Quiet Space
A gem of tranquility in a bustling district of Nashville, Tenn., Upper Room Chapel is a place of
prayer and reflection, as well as the anchor of a spiritual formation ministry that since 1935 has
distributed millions of copies of its flagship devotional guide to 100 countries in 35 languages. The
campus includes a prayer room, a Christian art museum and the home of global United Methodist
ministries focused on spiritual development. It has become a pilgrimage destination for thousands
A woodcarving of da Vinci’s The Last Supof
people who have learned about God and grown their faith through the quarterly grassrootsper is the focal point of The Upper Room
Chapel in Nashville, Tenn. Photo courtesy written publication called The Upper Room. The chapel holds a worship service each Wednesday
of The Upper Room.
morning, and the art museum features rotating exhibits. Admission is free, although donations are
welcome.

Beacon of Hope
In the midst of a United Methodist evangelistic movement on the world’s second most populous
continent, Africa University stands as a beacon of hope to the people of Africa’s underdeveloped
nations. The United Methodist-related school opened in 1992 in Mutare, Zimbabwe, near a mission
site established a century earlier by the Methodist Episcopal Church, where a founding bishop
envisioned that youths holding books one day would walk in the valley. Today, the vision at Old
Mutare Mission is being fulfilled as the university molds thousands of students from dozens of
African nations into educated, principled Christian leaders.

Repository for Relief

Africa University is a United Methodistrelated school which opened in 1992 in
Mutare, Zimbabwe. Photo.by Mike
DuBose, UMNS.

If you want to see where ministry and mission converge, the
bayou country of Louisiana is the home of the primary U.S. depot for the United Methodist
Committee on Relief, where 2,600 volunteers pass through annually to process and ship $7 million
worth of supplies and relief kits distributed throughout the world. Located in Baldwin, 90 miles
from New Orleans’ strategic seaport, Sager Brown Depot has been a hub of UMCOR missions since
Hurricane Andrew hit the Gulf Coast in 1992. For more than a century prior, however, the campus
served as a Methodist school and home for black children orphaned by the Civil War. Tours of a
This pier on Bayou Teche in Louisiana is
part of the Sager Brown Depot. Located in small museum and the depot are available by appointment. “We’re a hands-on place,” explains
Baldwin, the depot ships $7 million worth executive director Kathy Kraiza. “A lot of hands touch these relief kits by the time they end up in
of supplies and relief kits throughout the
the hands of somebody in a Third World country or in the midst of disaster.” Kraiza suggests
world for the United Methodist Committee visiting between November and April when sticky bayou temperatures subside.
on Relief. Photo by United Methodist
News Service.

This was reprinted by permission by UM News. Marta Aldrich is freelance writer from Franklin,TN.
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Once again, we want to thank our entire Charlton family for their part
in another successful year of egg-making. Whether you volunteered to
help make the eggs, sold them or delivered them, or simply bought
them to eat, your efforts helped us to have a record breaking year.

In 2018, we made a total of 20,500 eggs, which allowed us to make a
$15,000 payment toward our mortgage debt.
This year, it was extremely difficult to keep up with the demand. In addition to our thirteen (13) scheduled
weeks of production, we had to add three (3) Friday sessions in order for us to have eggs available on a Sunday
morning. As a result, we made a total of 31,648 eggs. which allowed us to make a payment of $24,230 toward
the debt reduction.
An additional $770 was also paid toward debt reduction from the sales of the sweet pickles made by Barb Goss
and Leoniece Swangren.
This brings us to $25,000 that was recently paid to reduce our mortgage debt. Thanks be to God!

Bits

Pieces

COMPUTER ISSUES
In this day and age, everything needs to be done online. Unfortunately, many people, especially
senior citizens, either don’t have a computer or have no clue how to use one. If you have a need for
something to be done online and need help, please contact the church office. We have several
church members who would be willing to meet with you at the church and provide some assistance.

4th ANNUAL MISSION CLASSIC
Save the date for the 4th Annual Mission Classic Golf Tournament on Friday, September 6.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
Save the date for the 2nd annual Christmas Craft Fair, which will be Saturday, November 16.

SPIRITFEST
We recently publicized the upcoming SpiritFest concert for Sunday, June 9. However, due to some
scheduling issues, we are postponing the event and will make it part of our summer worship services.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
IN

SIIIIIYMPATHY

The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to the
family of Irene Williams, who died
on March 30, 2019.

“Whenever I think of you, I give God thanks.”
Philippians 1:3

CIIIIIONGRATS
Congratulations to Danielle Judd,

daughter of Chris and Paula Judd,
who graduated from Central
Dauphin. She will be attending

Lebanon Valley College in the fall.
The Charlton family also offers
congratulations to the following:
Carlen Corcoran from University of
Pheonix

Eric Dietrich from Southern New
Hampshire University
Courtney Leaidicker from Wilkes
University.
Evan Martz from HACC

Allison Pribanich from Bright
Horizons Preschool
Grace Sheetz from West Chester
East High School
Drew Strange from Central Dauphin
High School
Justin Whitman from York College
Brian Petricone from Lehighton High
School
Alex Yost in Allentown

Many, many thank you's for all the cards,
visits and prayers I received during the last
three months while I was in the hospital
and rehab. It was such a 'blessing' to be
remembered by so many.
~ Phoebe Chubb
Thank you for your prayers, cards, visits
and calls following my surgery. I am so
blessed to be part of such a wonderful
church family.
~ Cathy Schminky
Thank you to Pastor Les, Chuck Kaufmann,
luncheon preparers, and all of you who
visited or sent cards to mom during her
stay at Ecumenical. It was a difficult
transition for her and you brightened her
days. Thank you all for your support,
caring, and kindness in helping us before,
during and after the services.
~ Cindy Bolt/Gayle Cowdright
Irene Williams’ daughters
Thanks for the beautiful prayer shawl and
your prayers. Dale's condition hasn't
improved as well as we hoped, but God
has a plan. ~ Dale and Barbara Shearer
Thank you for your recent gift to Bethesda
Mission and for remembering those in
need during this season of renewed hope
and resurrection.
~ Scott Dunwoody, Ex. Dir.
Dear Charlton church family and friends,
Thanks for your cards, prayers, and loving
messages! We felt God's comfort and
peace and know Dad is rejoicing in heaven!
~ Chaplain Joe, Marianne, Geoff
Carl and Irene Matthews
Thanks to everyone for the beautiful cards
they sent to my mother, Catherine King.
She had a whole stack from the church and
it made her feel like she’s still part of the
congregation.
~ Barb Goss
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Dear Charlton Family,
I don't know where to begin you've all been
so wonderful for these past 6 months.
Thank you for the prayers, visits, cards, and
telephone calls. Thank you to Pastor Les for
your visits and prayers, but we still can't find
my tooth. Thank you to Leoniece and Paul
Swangren for my special surprises that I
really enjoyed. A special thank you to
Chuck, the choir, and Kathy Hoover for
singing for me online while I was at Spring
Creek and then again at my home; it was so
nice to see and hear you sing! Thank you to
the ladies that brought me delicious meals
and Debbie Livingston for the delicious
Christmas cookies from the church. Thanks
to Marianne and Jim Eagle for helping with
snow removal this winter. And a special
thank you to Rick Pritchard, Mark Malone,
Jim Eagle, Bob Rhodes, and Jay Miller for
the awesome ramp they installed so I could
get in my house, it's beautiful. It has been so
nice to be able to come back to church and
see everyone. I'm truly blessed to have you
all in my life. ~ Carol Brown
Thank you for caring for and about us during
Cliff’s illness and passing. The get-well cards
to Cliff , the cards and notes to me and the
beautiful cards that came after his death
were all carefully read. The messages
meant so much. The prayers, calls and visits
from Pastor Les were much
appreciated. Our family is at peace knowing
God is with us and also with Cliff.
~ Bernadette (Bernie) Kreiser
and family

I wish to thank you for your cards, thoughts
and prayers following my recent rotator cuff
surgery. Thanks to Pastor Les and so many
caring friends for all your concern and
support during my recovery. My husband
and I are so blessed to be a part of the
Charlton Church family.
~ Sherry Baker

Our spring was busy with Easter activities and warm weather. We
ended our year with a Spring Concert and graduation, followed by
a final picnic at the playground. Our classes came to an end on
May 24 for the 2018-2019 school year.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you who
have supported Charlton Preschool over the past year through
our sub sales, book sale, or the monthly mission offering. A
special thanks to those who continue to support the Preschool through the purchase of grocery gift cards all
year long. This is an easy way to help our program that really doesn’t cost you anything! Gift cards for Karns,
Giant and Weis food stores are available every Sunday morning at the Welcome Desk. These gift cards are worth
100% of your purchase price. If you buy a $50 card, you can spend $50 at the store! Through a charitable
agreement with these stores, Charlton Preschool receives 5% of your purchase. If you have a question about
the gift card program, please see Laurie Smith or Marianne Eagle.

As we look ahead to the fall, both our 3-year-old and 4-year-old classes are already at full enrollment for the
2019-2020 school year. For over 40 years, Charlton Preschool (formerly Charlton Playschool) has provided a
quality program that earned the respect of families and educators in our community. It is because of this
reputation that we are thrilled to announce that we need to add a new class in the coming year. This will be an
afternoon class held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1 to 3:30 pm, and will be a combined class for both 3
and 4 year olds.
We are also excited to launch a new program this summer that will run year round.
Music in Motion is an interactive gathering for young children and their loved
one. This program is open to children toddler (walking) thru age 5 accompanied by
an adult, such as parent, grandparent, family member or babysitter. All adults must
be age 18 or older. During the hour-long program, the children and their loved one
will take part in several activities, including an engaging story time, hands-on music
making and several exploration stations. There is a $5 session fee per child payable
on that day. For more information, please contact Trish Wagner.
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Thank you to all the dedicated
volunteers for another successful
year! KIDs Club will be on hiatus
during the summer schedule. We
will have Children’s Worship during
our 9:30 am summer worship
service.

The Eshenour family will be hosting our end-of-year
KIDs Club party Sunday, June 2nd from 4:30- 8pm.
Bring your swimsuits, lawn chairs and a side dish or
dessert to share. We will have hot dogs and
hamburgers on the grill. Please see Amanda if you
need directions. The kids will be making a music video
of the song “Jump, Shout, Sing” during the party.

3
OPTION #1

OPTION #2

Arts Camp Sports Camp
June 10—13

June 17—20

OPTIONS
TO CHOOSE
FROM

OPTION #3

Choose
Both!

For detailed info and to register, go to
www.CharltonChurch.org/kids-camp.html
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CHARLTON CHURCH
A United Methodist Community

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

5920 Jonestown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112

www.CharltonChurch.org

Rev. Dr. Les Towsey

Pastor
pastorles@CharltonChurch.org

C

Charles J. Kaufmann

Director of Worship Arts
chuck@CharltonChurch.org

Tim Russell

Office Hours are 9AM to 3PM
Monday-Thursday, Closed Fridays

Marianne Eagle

Office Administrator
office@CharltonChurch.org

Debra Hughes

Custodian

Martha Brown

Trustee chairperson
trustees@CharltonChurch.org

Trish Wagner

Preschool/Children’s Director
preschool@CharltonChurch.org

Wendy Criste

Nursery Attendant

Nursery Attendant

Scott Pribanich

Administrative Council chairperson
churchcouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Mark Malone

717.545.2000
office@charltonchurch.org

Ministry Council chairperson
ministrycouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Lowman Henry

Finance chairperson
finance@CharltonChurch.org

Caroline Allen

SPRC chairperson
sprc@CharltonChurch.org

Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?
Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch
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