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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking 
and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 
Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 
grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us 
and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name He 
gives power to become the children of God and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be 
saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all.    
C: Amen. 
 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
 



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
READING    John 8:48-59 
The Jews answered Jesus, “Are we not right in saying that You 
are a Samaritan and have a demon?”  Jesus answered, “I do 
not have a demon, but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me.  
Yet I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks it, and 
He is the judge.  Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My 
word, he will never see death.”  The Jews said to Him, “Now we 
know that You have a demon!  Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never 
taste death.’  Are You greater than our father Abraham, who 
died?  And the prophets died!  Who do You make Yourself out 
to be?”  Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing.  
It is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our 
God.’  But you have not known Him.  I know Him.  If I were to 
say that I do not know Him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know Him and I keep His word.  Your father Abraham rejoiced 
that he would see My day.  He saw it and was glad.”  So the 
Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You 
seen Abraham?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 



before Abraham was, I am.”  So they picked up stones to throw 
at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.  
 
HYMN     God, Whose Almighty Word 
1 God, whose almighty word 
Chaos and darkness heard 
    And took their flight: 
Hear us, we humbly pray, 
And where the Gospel day 
Sheds not its glorious ray, 
    Let there be light! 
 

2 Lord, who once came to bring, 
On Your redeeming wing, 
    Healing and sight, 
Health to the sick in mind, 
Sight to the inly blind: 
Oh, now to humankind 
    Let there be light! 
 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 
Life-giving, holy dove, 
    Speed forth Your flight; 
Move on the water’s face, 
Bearing the lamp of grace, 
And in earth’s darkest place 
    Let there be light! 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS 



 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you now 
and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
HYMN     Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 
    God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
    Praising Thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
    Drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
    Fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
    Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
    Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 



    Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
    Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
    Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, 
    Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
    Fountainhead of love divine: 
Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 
    Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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