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most of you already know, April 1st marked another transition for WMBC as
Cara Hrebik will assume the role of Church Business Administrator. For
approximately two years Tom Williams has served as our Interim Church
Business Administrator assuming the role after Shirley Kouri’s retirement.
When the Personnel Committee hired Tom, we were looking for someone to
give 25-30 hours a week to the position as we sought to recreate our staff structure.
Tom has done what we asked of him and more.
If you have had the pleasure of getting to know Tom and his way of attacking
church administration, you know that he never spent much time waiting around. Tom
took to the position quickly and began doing what Tom does better than most anyone
else I know, “he makes things beautiful.” He spent so much of his time here that I
began to wonder if he slept in his office.
Most importantly, however, Tom is an experienced pastor who brought with
him a wealth of knowledge to bless WMBC. Tom went out soliciting and asking vendors to compete for our business, which helped to drive down many of our administrative costs. Tom has helped us create a budget that we are scheduled to fully fund for
2015-2016. Tom helped to create a spirit of hospitality at WMBC and with the help of
David Malone, we have been able to host a number of groups and congregations on
the WMBC campus. This work between Tom and David cannot be overstated as one
of the difficulties we have had at WMBC is, “What do we do with this massive building?”
Tom helped us to reimagine the building into a viable asset rather than an
anchor on the church budget. Furthermore, by opening our doors to the world around
us we are continuing to live into our church mission and vision, “to see Southwest
Houston look more like the Kingdom of God.”
As the Senior Pastor of WMBC, I am going to miss Tom’s ministry and help
with this church staff. He has been an incredible co-laborer at WMBC and from my
vantage point we are in a better place as a congregation because of the work Tom Williams did. Grace and peace.
am taking a bit of a risk in writing these words, because I technically have not
passed my doctoral defense as of writing today. I am writing in anticipation that I
will pass my doctoral defense and finally after a long process finish my Doctor of
Ministry degree in Homiletics.
The reason I am writing, however, is to say thank you to Willow Meadows
Baptist Church for allowing me this opportunity. I know it’s hard to believe, but I
began this degree when I was still an Assistant Pastor at Tallowood Baptist Church,
just across town. I cannot say thank you enough to all of you who have prayed for me,
written notes of encouragement, and the various other ways you have supported me
and my family through this time.
I also want to say a special thank you to everyone who participated in my
doctoral project, because you all are the people who made this project a wonderful
experience.

I

*He did pass on March 17. Congratulations, Matt!

NOTES FROM THE BACK PEW— “Jesus and Hell”
By Mari Ritchie

G

ot your attention now, didn't I?
Did you get sucked into the 90
Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper
craze? I did. I also read Heaven is for Real by
Todd Burpo and Glimpses of Heaven by
Trudy Harris, RN. And then I found 23
Minutes in Hell by Bill Wiese. Read that
too. I even watched a bunch of episodes of
Beyond and Back about people physically
dying and their after-life experiences. I'm a
little embarrassed to put that out in a church
newsletter forum - but it's true. And what I
found from all of that was fascinating. (Of
course, I was doing it all from a research
standpoint, like learning about a place before
you take a trip there.) I wanted to find the
commonalities in the stories - and boy, they
were there.
All the "heaven" stories talked about
being enveloped in absolute peace and love.
They all told of being greeted by people they
had known and loved. There was no fear, just
absolute, perfect love from friends and family
who had arrived before. And the people were
recognizable – all of their earthly features
enhanced in beauty.
The colors in heaven were more
amazing than the colors we have here on
earth. Don Piper says in 90 Minutes in Heaven, “Heaven’s light and texture defy earthly
eyes or explanation. Warm, radiant light engulfed me. As I looked around, I could hardly
grasp the vivid, dazzling colors. Every hue
and tone surpassed anything I had ever seen.”
Think of the most magnificent place
in nature. Now multiply that by thousands. That's heaven - the air is so clear, the
sun is so warm, the flowers are so bright,
God's love is so pure.
Another commonality from all the

stories was that music is everywhere in heaven. Hundreds of songs play simultaneously,
but you can hear and be a part of each one.
All the music praises God and brings perfect
peace to the listener.
Finally, once in heaven, no one was
concerned with their earthly life. Several of
the Beyond and Back stories told about floating above their bodies and wondering why
everyone was sad. They wished they could
tell the grieving friends that they were fine.
It’s weird to think that once we leave this
body, we aren’t concerned about life on earth
any more. We are ready to be in the perfect
peaceful presence of God.
That's what I learned from my whathappens-in-heaven research. 23 Minutes in
Hell was an interesting read too. I'm not putting a lot of research into that one though. I'm
not planning a visit.
Chapter 24: “Jesus and Hell” in the
book W e Make the Road by W alking by Brian D. McLaren has been my favorite chapter
so far. In Jesus’ time, there were many different translations of what heaven and hell might
be like. The ideas emerged from Mesopotamia and Egypt, and particularly from a combi-

nation of Greek and Persian beliefs. “Jesus
clearly agreed that there was an afterlife.
Death was not the end for Jesus. But one of
the most striking facets of his life and ministry was the way he took popular understandings of the afterlife and turned them upside
down.”
In Jesus’ time, “heaven-bound
[people] could be easily identified. They
were religiously knowledgeable and observant, socially respected, economically
prosperous, and healthy in body” (p. 117).
And now, I breathe a sigh of relief. I
don’t meet those criteria, and God’s amazing
place of peace and joy is available to me too!
God is waiting for me with open arms! He
opened his arms for me once on the cross, and
one day, he will open his arms again to welcome me into heaven. One day, I will see
colors richer than I can imagine. One day, I
will hear music that defies what my earthly
ears can comprehend. One day, I will have no
fear, no worry, no regret, no sadness. One
day, I will exist in the presence of perfect
love, perfect peace. One day, I will be home
with God.
Until then, my research will continue. I’m heading out this week to see the new
movie Miracles from Heaven. And if you
have had an experience in heaven and returned to share it, I want to talk to you too!

The Pastor’s Bookshelf
I just started a book entitled
have all been influenced by a consumer
By Matt Vandagriff
Grounded by Diana Butler Bass. I
dominated culture in which the
have read several of Bass’ other writ“customer is always right.” Yet the life
ings and would recommend anything she has published.
of the local congregation is about something much differThe premise of this current book, however, is that we are
ent than “getting what we want.” These authors provide a
in the midst of a spiritual revolution being caused by a
helpful corrective to this current issue. This book is easily
new understanding of God. She posits the idea that the soaccessible and a quick read.
called religious “nones” and “dones” or the “spiritual but
Finally, I am halfway through a book r ecomnot religious” people in the world are still grounded in
mended to me by Burt Burleson. The book is entitled BeGod, but they do not believe the religious institutions mirror their
coming Friends: Worship, Justice, and the Practice of Christian
conception of “God with us.” As I said, I only started this book reFriendship by Paul J. Wadell. Wadell provides his own critique of
cently, but I look forward to hearing Bass’ ideas about what this revo- consumerism in the church, but he does so through the lens of friendlution means for the local church.
ship. His basic argument is that our economic and social structures
A short book that I r ecently r ead has thr ee author s—
have inhibited our ability to grow into and cultivate meaningful
Peter Block, Walter Brueggemann, and John McKnight. The title of Christian relationships, because we tend to view others as assets rathe book is An Other Kingdom: Departing the Consumer Culture.
ther than friends.
This book provides a critique of our consumeristic culture and how
consumerism has crept into the life of the local church. I think we
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New Bible Translation
Seeks to Capture “The Voice”

In

By David B. Capes

2004 Chris Seay, pastor of Ecclesia
Houston, approached me to see if I’d
be interested in working with him on a new
Bible translation. Because I had taught Greek
to undergraduate and graduate students for 15
years, I knew some of the challenges involved
in doing a translation. In a short time, I
agreed and got to work.
The vision for the V oice goes back
to Chris’s early attempts as a pastor to celebrate the beauty and truth of the Scriptures.
As he attempted to open the Scriptures each
week in these churches, he discovered that
modern translations tended to obscure the
story; so he started writing out key parts of
the Scripture as a screenplay and have people
read his own version in worship. The response was immediately positive.
The problem
In the 1800s biblical studies became
more specialized and technical. With the rise
of the various “criticisms” (textual, historical,
source, etc.) biblical studies became the property of the academy rather than the church.
The result is that English Bible translations
published in the 19th and 20th centuries were
less literary and more technical works. Bible
translation had become more about science
than about art. As a result the essential story
of the Bible was lost.
As western culture has moved into
this period often described as postmodernism, Chris struggled to tell the whole
story of God through the available translations. Formal translations may have gotten all
the words right, but they missed the story.
More contemporary translations and paraphrases seemed to have gotten the story right,
but had become so trendy that 10 years after
they were published they began to sound outdated. Chris wanted to offer the church a
translation that got the story right without
sounding as if were done in the 2000s.
A new sort of translation
The Voice is a different sort of translation because of the processes and goals we
used. Let me give you a few examples. First,
rather than involving only Hebrew and Greek
scholars in the translation, we invited poets,
writers and musicians to join us in the effort.
After all the Scriptures contain a good deal of
poetry and much of it was intended to be set
to music. By inviting novelists, poets and
musicians to enter into the process, Hebrew
and Greek scholars were better able to cast
the beauty of biblical poetry into English. In
all we had 120 scholars, writers and poets
4 In Touch
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participate in the translation. It took about
seven years from start to finish.
Using dialogue format
A second difference is that in The
Voice the dialogue between characters in the
story is set into a modified screen play format. Not all of the Bible has dialogue, of
course, but where there is a lot of it—in the
Gospels, Pentateuch, and Revelation, for example—it is easy for the readers to see who is
speaking to whom. Sunday school classes
and study groups can immediately assign
“parts” to individual readers: “OK, Jordan,
you be the narrator. Brian, you be Jesus.
Stephanie, you be Mary. Todd, you be
Thomas.” This strategy avoids redundancy,
e.g., “Jesus answered and said . . . “ and
makes the story easier to follow.
Third, whereas most “study Bibles”
put commentary at the foot of the page and
use lots of letters, numbers, and other signals,
we used a strategy of embedded commentary.
This allows the reader to see immediately
what is biblical text and what is commentary.
The commentary is set apart with boxes,
lines, and a different font. Rather than having
to look up and down the page to find relevant
“notes,” the notes are right there interspersed
within the text.
God as “the Eternal”
Fourth, we made strategic decisions
about how to translate God’s name (YHVH in
Hebrew) and the title “Christ.” Most Bible
translations since the King James Version
(originally 1611) have translated the divine
name LORD (all capital letters). Others have
included “Jehovah” and other variations. We
decided to translate the divine name by its
inherent meaning, given in Scripture: “the
Eternal One” or “the Eternal.” God selfidentifies as the one who is, the one who was,
the one who is to come: therefore, “the Eternal.”
It’s controversial but we think it captures well the meaning of God’s covenant
name. We also translated the title “Christ” by
its meaning. Most translations have merely
transliterated the Greek “Christos” into
“Christ.” But because Christ is a title and not
a name, we thought it important not to mix
names and titles. The meaning of the title is
“the Anointed.” So when we came to the
phrase “Jesus Christ,” which means literally
“Jesus is the Anointed One/Messiah,” we
translated it “Jesus the Anointed.”
In a few strategic places we glossed
that translation with “Jesus the Anointed, the
Liberating King.” We did this in order to get
at the meaning of the title, which is to say that
Jesus is God’s agent to liberate the world

Dr. David B. Capes is Academic Dean and
Professor of New Testament at Houston
Graduate School of Theology.
from sin, death, disease, oppression, etc. Notice, like most Bible translations today, we
used italics to represent words not found in
the original language but useful in English to
bringing out the fuller meaning.
A seven year project
I was the lead scholar on this project.
It took a good chunk out of seven years of my
life. I worked carefully with Ecclesia Bible
Society and Thomas Nelson Publishers as
both a scholar, translator, writer and facilitator. During the time, I was on the faculty of
Houston Baptist University and worked with
the administration to carve out time to work
on this project. In 2009 I was made Visiting
Fellow of the University of Edinburgh
(Scotland) and spent several months in Scotland translating, reviewing, editing, and talking with their scholars about the project. I
had good dialogue with scholars all around
the world about specific translation decisions.
The Voice is a different sort of translation, one designed to get non-Bible readers
(Continued on page 5)
(The Voice, continued from page 4)
to engage it and step into the story for themselves. I’m grateful for the reception it has
received. I continue to get feedback and reports from people all over the world who
have discovered it and use it on a regular basis. May they read it and find their place in
God’s work in the world.

A Sample of The Voice,
John 1: 1-18
In the beginning
1 Before time itself was measured, the Voice
was speaking.
The Voice was and is God.
2
This celestial Word remained ever present
with the Creator;
3
His speech shaped the entire cosmos.
Immersed in the practice of creating,
all things that exist were birthed in Him.
4
His breath filled all things
with a living, breathing light—
5
A light that thrives in the depths of darkness,
blazes through murky bottoms.
It cannot and will not be quenched.
6
A man named John, who was sent by God,
was the first to clearly articulate the source
of this Light. 7 This baptizer put in plain
words the elusive mystery of the Divine Light
so all might believe through him. Some wondered whether he might be the Light, 8 but

John was not the Light. He merely pointed to
the Light. 9 The true Light, who shines upon
the heart of everyone, was coming into the
cosmos.
Jesus as the Light does not call out from a
distant place but draws near by coming
into the world.
10
He entered our world, a world He made; yet
the world did not recognize Him. 11 Even
though He came to His own people, they refused to listen and receive Him. 12 But for all
who did receive and trust in Him, He gave
them the right to be reborn as children of
God; 13 He bestowed this birthright not by
human power or initiative but by God’s will.
14
The Voice took on flesh and became human
and chose to live alongside us. We have seen
Him, enveloped in undeniable splendor—the
one true Son of the Father—evidenced in the
perfect balance of grace and truth. 15 John the

Baptist testified about Him and shouted,
“This is the one I’ve been telling you is coming. He is much greater than I am because He
existed long before me.” 16 Through this man
we all receive gifts of grace beyond our imagination. 17 You see, Moses gave us rules to
live by, but Jesus the Anointed offered us
gifts of grace and truth. 18 God, unseen until
now, is revealed in the Voice, God’s only
Son, straight from the Father’s heart.
(biblegateway.com)

What’s For Dinner?
By Judy Terry

Ladies Bible Class
Taught by Sheryl McNee
Meets in the Conference Room
9:30 a.m. Fridays

Senior Activities
Exercise— Tuesday & Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.
Darts— Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
Game Days— 4th Thursday at 9:30 a.m. with Pot Luck Lunch

How many times
have you heard or said,
“What’s for dinner?” For
one out of four childr en,
the question is, “Is there
dinner tonight?” One out of
seven families experience
food insecurity.
You can help feed
the hungry in southwest Houston by donating money or
food for Braes Interfaith Ministries, which purchases over
eight tons of food monthly
from the Houston Food Bank
and feeds an average of 1,644
individuals each
month.
Families who experience food insecurity also need assistance with basic toiletries such as soap. As these items are
not purchased by Braes, donations of toiletries are appreciated
by the families served.
Please bring your food and toiletries donations on Sunday, April 17. Checks can be placed in the offering plate any
Sunday or left in the office.
Braes Interfaith Ministries and the families served
thank you for commitment to those in need in southwest Houston.
“I tell you the truth, whatever you have done for one of the least
of these brothers of mine, you have done for me.” Matthew
25:40
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The Malone Files
Making way for new blessings

By David Malone, Facilities Manager
Spring Cleaning
Whose idea was it to dedicate
an entire season to cleaning? We do it
all year long, and then we are supposed
to get inspired to go the extra mile when
Spring arrives.
I like the Joan Rivers quote. “I
hate housework. You sweep the floor,
you wash the dishes and six months later you have to start all over again.” I
have discovered that getting inspired for
the extra cleaning effort is much easier
when friends arrive wanting to know
what they can do to help.
At Willow Meadows, God sends
the perfect people at the right time. Just
after the list of Spring cleaning jobs at
the church had been completed, volunteers began showing up.
This month, three young men
from Westbury High School helped us

pastors and performing artists. The
chapel was packed with the rooms on
Once we start the Spring clean- each side filled with overflow seating.
ing process, it reminds us that a dedicat- Pastor Raphael and Theresa Spiller
ed time for cleansing is also a biblical
hosted the event, and Raphael said the
most inspiring part of the night was seeconcept. When I open that closet piled
ing how the different pastors worked tohigh with junk from previous months, it
serves as a visual reminder that my mind gether to support and promote each othneeds Spring cleaning too. Old, negative ers’ ministries.
attitudes, leftover resentment, unnecessary guilt, all need to be removed to
make room for the “new.” Thank God we
have a savior in the business of cleaning. So, with everything we discard or
give away, let it be the seasonal reminder that we are making room for more of
God’s favor, more of His blessings, and
more of His purpose in our lives. So, it’s
back to Spring cleaning: on the outside
and the inside.

WMBC Home Base for Mission
Groups
During this past month, high
school students from Second Baptist
Church in Midland, Texas spent the
week doing mission work in Houston.
Our church was their hotel and served as
home base for the project. They painted
houses for the elderly and worked in a
warehouse that provides donated furniture to homeless people after they acquire an apartment. These students were
a blessing to get to know. Let’s pray that
God, who began a good work in them,
will be faithful to complete it.
Thirty college students from Texas A&M and Stephen F. Austin Universities also spent their spring break at
“Hotel Willow Meadows” doing mission
work in the Third Ward area. They joined
other Christian college students from the
University of Houston doing ministry projects and prayer-walks through the
neighborhoods. These young men and
clean out some old flower beds and they women were an inspiration!
Signs of New Growth at Willow
completed a whole list of other things
that had been piling up for months. Uriel Meadows
Our guest congregations are
Benegez, James Yoder and Ryan
McDaniel have been serving our church continuing to grow by serving God in
their own unique niche of ministry. Getwhile earning community service hours
which are required in the Texas Scholars ting to know these leaders in ministry is a
program. Thank you, gentlemen for your true blessing for me. Last month, the
Now Faith congregation held a multihard work!
church event in the chapel with guest
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Now Faith
Chapel Worship Service: Saturdays 6:00 –
7:30 pm
Pastors: Drs. Raphael and Theresa
Spiller

New Covenant Gathering just
celebrated their first year as a congregation. They started holding services in
their home, but growth led them to us,
where they can continue to grow. When
Michael and his twin brother, Marcus, felt
the call to begin a ministry, they had the
full support of their family members and
friends. Michael is an accomplished bible
scholar and provides deep insight into
the Word, while Princess leads the

praise and worship time.
Now that we have five congregations sharing our facilities, we have a perfect opportunity to pray for, encourage
and support these believers as they provide ministerial care and service for
unique populations within our community.
Our church is truly a family of believers.
The remaining groups will be featured in
future editions of In Touch.
We are all invited to attend any of
their services to encourage them and
cheer them on in their efforts. They give
thanks and pray for Willow Meadows regularly. Let’s lift them up in prayer. Their
service times are listed below:
New Covenant Gathering
Chapel Worship Service
Sundays 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Pastor: Michael and Princess Boaz
www.NCGathering.org

Meadows Preschool

Children’s Ministry
By Sarah Poindexter

M

editation: a word rarely used by the average
elementary schooler and even more rarely
experienced. It requires silence and reflection. However,
in the typical day’s hustle and bustle of a child, there is
very little time for silence. This raises a couple of questions— if there is no time
for silence, when do the children have a chance reflect on their own emotions?
When do they have a chance to hear God speak?
Over the past several weeks, the Treble Makers on Wednesday nights
have taken the first 10 minutes of class to simply sit in silence and meditate.
Each child comes in and is directed to sit a good distance from the child next to
them, lay down on their backs and close their eyes. We focus first on breathing
to get everyone calm and relaxed. Then, they are asked to think about a time
during the week that caused them stress or anger. We then revisit the focus on
breathing; each intake breath symbolizes the stress or anger; each breath out
symbolizes the release of those negative emotions.
The students are then prompted to think about an event that may have
happened during the week that made them feel better about what was causing
them stress or anger. They are given several minutes to consider the positive
outcomes of their negative emotions before they are told to open their eyes,
slowly sit up and turn to face the center of the room. Finally, we have a time to
share the emotions the children experienced throughout the week and reflect
on those things during our group prayer.
Meditating can be a very intimidating experience, but it gives us a
chance to identify with our own emotions and listen to what God wants us to
hear. The children don’t quite understand the concept of hearing God speak to
them yet, but they are beginning to identify with their emotions and what God
does to help them through the negative. Just like the children, we can become
easily distracted and get wrapped up in everything else going on. God needs a
chance to speak and sometimes the only way to hear Him is through silence.

Research shows that young children
who are read to regularly:
Have excellent comprehension
By Cindi Wehmeyer
Develop large vocabularies
Grow into great writers
Become skilled at problem solving
Do better in school, college, and adult
careers
Engage your children when you read:
Stop to look at the pictures
Ask questions- what if, what do you think,
what would you do
Use different voices
Make up a song to go with the story
Change a character’s name to your
child’s name
Include puppets – home crafted or store
bought
I love children’s books, the art, the
By engaging your child in reading and
rhymes, the looks on the faces of those
reading to them every day you will be
listening. Making voice changes, goofy
building bonds that will always be refaces, and arm movements happen with- membered.
out me even thinking about them. En“Children exposed to lots of books during
gaging children in literacy is fun, easy,
their early childhood will have an easier
and rewarding!
time learning to read than those who are

Rocks!

Literacy

not.” –Dr. Henry Bernstein, Harvard Medical School, 2010
Some of the favorites on my bookshelf:
The Lion and the Mouse - Jerry Pinkey
The Relatives Came - Cynthia Rylant
Just a Little Critter Collection - Mercer
Meyer
The Napping House - Audrey Wood
A Boy Had a Mother Who Bought Him a
Hat - Karla Kuskin
Bats at the Beach - Brian Lies
Bats at the Library - Brian Lies
On the Night You Were Born - Nancy
Tillman
At Meadows Preschool we understand
the importance of literacy for young
children. Reading, storytelling and
exploring letters and words happen in
our classrooms each day. Contact me
to learn more about Meadows Preschool and our fun-tastic program.
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Artemia & WMBC: Two Decades and Counting

FAMILY MATTERS
Deaths
Inez Bates 12/28/2015
Alice McHenry 12/30/2015
Ruth Teal 02/02/2016
Robert “Bob” Higgins 2/12/2016
Ken Menelaides 3/13/2016

Artemia Pedraza came to the U.S.
from San Luis Potosi, Mexico when she
was just 18. She knew no English. A few
years later, she came to Willow Meadows
and found a job and a home.
She remembers going to the church office
to ask for a job, and Shirley Kouri, business manager at the time, told her, “I think
I have something for you.”
She worked side by side with
longtime employee, Maria, who showed
her the ropes, and did a lot of translating
in the beginning.
Sometimes things got lost in translation.
Once she was asked to clean the Upper Room, but Artemia heard “apple room”.
She asked Maria what the “apple room” was. She says it took a long time to pick
up English. In time she learned, just by listening.
“Only Shirley understood my English,” Artemia remembers. Now English is
second nature to her.
Artemia works full time and cleans the whole building, except the floors,
plus BIM. Sunday is her only day off when she likes to clean her house, spend time
with her son, and cook.
She says she likes everything about her job. “This church is like my home,”
she says. “I know everything.”
The church celebrated her 20th anniversary last year.

Nursery Workers Focus on Needs of Children
By Laurie and Ann Stutts

with the children. Rachel came to WMBC two years ago to
take care of the children in MOPS and WIN and the church
illow Meadows is richly blessed with some wonder- nursery. She recently found a home in the Meadows Preful ladies who work with our children. They are very school.
loving and caring. They each bring to us many
Rachel is single and lives in the neighborhood.
years of teaching and caring for children.
Anabel Messer started out at WMBC working in
Elaine Clinard is Child Care Coordinator for WMBC. the Meadows Preschool. You will find her working in the
Eight years ago Elaine read an ad for a childcare worker at a nursery on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights.
church. She answered that ad and landed here with us at
She likes working with kids because she gets to be one.
WMBC. She started out working with the WIN children and
She is married and has two young children. She has both a
MOPS. She also substituted in the Meadows pre-school.
girl and a boy.
Soon she was offered a full time position as a teacher in the
Meadows Preschool. From there she started working in our
church nursery and that lead to Childcare Coordinator.
Elaine loves getting to know each child’s individual
personality. She loves watching them grow, learn and interact
with their friends and teachers. She said there is no other job
that allows and encourages having so much fun and being
silly. Elaine is married and has two boys, 22 and 16 .
Linda Pepper has worked in the Meadows PreLeft to right:
school for 21/2 years. She also works in our nursery in the
Anabel Messer,
Baby Room. She loves seeing the progress the children
Elaine Clinard,
make in their social and developmental skills.
Rachel Reed,
Linda has two adult children and five grandchildren.
Linda Pepper.
Rachel Reed started working with children when
she was just 16. She said she always finds joy in working

W
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By Toni Kennedy

Miracles in McAllen

For a little girl who has gone
without water (agua) for a very long time,
As I reflect on the work being
a small cup of the life-saving drink—is a
done at the McAllen Humanitarian Resmiracle. For a young boy who has
pite Center, I contemplate whether or not walked barefoot for miles, or on worn
miracles, like those that happened in the down soles, a good pair of walking
Bible, still happen. According to the Mer- shoes— is a miracle. For a man who
riam-Webster Dictionary, a miracle is an
has gone without food for days, possibly
unusual or wonderful event believed to be weeks, a bowl of warm chicken soup—is
caused by the power of God. I regard
a miracle. For a family that’s lived in fear
this definition in juxtaposition to the work of torture, violence or murder at the
at the McAllen Humanitarian Respite
hands of lawless gangsters—a warm,
Center. I believe that miracles do happen safe place to rest, if only for a moment—
and that we may not always recognize
is a miracle.
them as such. When I work alongside
Perhaps the families entering the
Andrew Kennedy, Lisa Robinson, and
McAllen Humanitarian Respite Center
never imagined that they would encounter smiling faces and receive a warm
applause-filled welcome. One day, I
noticed that a man and his young son
were sitting at the lunch table with their
heads bowed in prayer. I feelt God in
this moment. I moved closer to them
and pray silently. Perhaps they finally
realized that these and other unusual or
wonderful events caused by God are possible.
Listen. Are you hearing God’s
call? It’s time to stop contemplating
whether or not miracles exist, and to start
doing them in the name of Jesus. God
has equipped us, and He is calling us to
be His miracle-workers.

Above: Lisa Robinson and Vanessa Quintanilla, Mission Groups Coordinator, Rio Grande
Valley, BGCT.
Left: Toni Kennedy

to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10
to another miraculous powers, to another
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still anoth1 Corinthians 12:4-11
er the interpretation of tongues. 11 All
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the these are the work of one and the same
same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are Spirit, and he distributes them to each
one, just as he determines.
different kinds of service, but the same
Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work. 7 Now to each
other co-servants, I see miracles happen- one the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common good. 8 To one there is
ing for the small family units of young
women, men, and children who enter the given through the Spirit a message of
wisdom, to another a message of
center afraid, tired, beat-down, weak,
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9
hungry, thirsty, and deprived.
Braes Resale & Consignment Shop
Braes Interfaith Ministries
10814-B South Post Oak Road
Next to Foodarama, just south of Willowbend
Open 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday
Major Credit Cards Accepted
Come by to shop or drop off donations.

President Betty Phelps, 713- 729- 8857
bettyphelps6@aol.com
Meets at Willow Meadows Baptist Church Fellowship Hall
4300 W. Bellfort , Houston, Texas
Regular Meetings Held on the Second Thursday Each Month
Games – 10:00 am
Catered Lunch – 11:30 am - Cost $6.00
Business Meeting / Program – 12:15 pm
A monthly day trip is planned for members, using the
Precinct Bus.
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Woman’s Missionary Union— A History
By Esther Holz

the children and the 1888 motto perfectly.
Remember Sunbeams, Girls’ Auxil“Our mission is to inform and inspire Chris- lary (GA’s), Royal Ambassadors (RA’s), and
tians to influence their world for Christ.”
AcTeens? These groups met in homes in
small groups that encouraged individual
The motto above is the original mot- questions and deeper study.
to from 1888 and still speaks to members of
WMU provides Bibles and teaching
Willow Meadows’ WMU. Although their
materials for sailors who come through the
numbers are fewer these days, they continue Port of Houston. They have carried the gosto work diligently with focuses on the Texas pel around the world many times over.
Port Ministry, Mission Centers of Houston,
Samaratan’s Purse is an internationand Samaratan’s Purse Shoe Box Ministry.
al mission to give gifts of small toys and useWhen WMU first began at WMBC, ful articles to children in under developed
nations at Christmas.
it was geared toward the large number of
children in the community. Many times on
In July, WMU will sponsor ChristSunday mornings there were over 1,000 chil- mas in July...with a twist. The plan is to raise
dren present! How do you teach the plan of
money to buy 25 bikes and helmets for older
children at Mission Centers of Houston. Our
salvation to that many fidgeting children?
You get them involved in Christ’s love of
youth department will pick out the bikes and
children and helping with their needs. This fit help transport them back to the church.

In August, WMU begins its new
year with a luncheon and note-writing marathon to send 300 notes, cards and photos to
Grace Center Foundation, an orphanage in
Hahir Dar, Ethiopia.
Adrian Montgomery, whose son
Allen is one of the directors at the orphanage,
will present information on the orphanage,
and pictures of the facilities and the children.
WMU meets on the third Tuesday of
the month from 10-11 a.m.. Recent guest
speakers include David Malone, Larry Butcher, and author Marilyn Burell. Prayer for missionaries in the U.S. and abroad is also an
integral part of the organization.

VBS set for July 10-14. For more
information/registration, go to
www.wmbc.org.

WMU members surround local author Marilyn Burell and her husband, Robert.
Her book, Raising My Ebenezer Stones, tells the story of her difficult times
growing up in a family plagued by hard times and dysfunction. Through years
of poverty, violence, mental illness, and alcoholism, God kept her safe and had
a better plan for her life.
From left to right (sitting) Robert and Marilyn Burell; (standing) Luba Tschanz,
Jannene Brown, Lisa Robinson, Rose Cordray, Lila Slavins, Judy Terry, Shirley
Kouri.
Marilyn was the guest speaker at the March 15 WMU meeting. A large
group filled the chapel to hear her talk about the events in Raising My Ebenezer
Stones.
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Fine Arts Camp
By Lisa Robinson
BOOK REVIEW

F

ine Arts Camp 2016 is quickly approaching, and once again it promises to be
a highlight of the summer for the children of Southwest Houston. This year’s
theme is “Light of the World” from the beautiful verse at John 8:12—“When Jesus
spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows me
Max Lucado is a prolific writer by any stand- will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”
This year’s camp is scheduled for June 20-24, from 9-12:15 each day. The
ard. He has at least 32 books to his credit.
annual
Family
Arts Celebration will once again be held on that Friday evening, June
Most of his books are religious, devotional and
filled with Biblical lessons. He also has writ- 24. The cost is $110 per child with discounts available for volunteers. As always,
many volunteers are needed to make the week a success. Anyone interested in volten children’s books, and at least one novel,
unteering can contact co-Directors Charity Zemzoum (amincharity@yahoo.com) or
Miracle at the Higher Grounds Café.
Lisa Robinson (lisasrobinson@comcast.net). To register your children or grandchilIn Miracle, Lucado introduces us to
Chelsea, a devoted mom who is struggling to dren for camp, go to the church website at www.wmbc.org. Please let Charity, Lisa,
or Sarah know if you have any questions or would like additional information.
make a new life for herself and her kids after
leaving her cheating NFL star husband. Her
goal is to make a success of her late mom’s
San Antonio coffee shop, and make it on her
own.
Along the way, Chelsea is helped by
a good neighbor, an unlikely barrista, and a
very special internet connection, but will that
be enough? Like us, Chelsea has much to learn
about gratitude, grace, forgiveness, faith, the
love of the Father, and the miracles all around
us.

Miracle at the Higher Grounds
Café, by Max Lucado

—Linda Cook

Be In Touch
In Touch is the quarterly magazine of
Willow Meadows Baptist Church. In
Touch seeks to highlight the people, stories, events, ministries and missions of
WMBC. We hope that it is interesting,
informative, and keeps you In Touch
with our church family. We also need
your help. It takes many hands to publish a magazine—even a quarterly.
From writers and photographers to volunteers who prepare the magazine for
mailing, all are important jobs that must
be done. If you can help, please contact
Linda Cook,
linda.wmbc@gmail.com.
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Coming Events
WMBC Band Concert, 4 p.m.
May 11— Last Wednesday night activities until August
May 28— Crosby Lane Concert, 7 p.m.
June 20-24—Fine Arts Camp, 9-12:15 daily
July 10-14—VBS
July 31-Aug. 6— Camp Eagle for Youth
April 24—

*For up-to-date calendar information, check our website www.wmbc.org
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 NIV
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