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Choreographer Devyn Duex Reaches for the Stars

Mepbula Dance Theater Launches HH11 Dance Festival

Daniel J Wade
TAKE THE LEAP: PICTURED FROM LEFT: Nebula
Dance Lab's Genevieve Hand, Meghan Morelli, Megan
Ragland, and Weslie Ching. The company,
spearheaded by choreographer Devyn Duex, is the
launching pad for Duex’'s new HH11 Dance Festival,
which takes place this Friday-Sunday at Center Stage
Theater.

Melissa Lowenstein
Thursday, March 26, 2015

With HH11, Devyn Duex is realizing a long-term goal to mount a dance festival in Santa Barbara — a festival with a name that is a play on stars and star-stuff, just like Duex’'s dance company, Nebula Dance Lab.
(HH 11 is the name of a star-forming region.) "Part of Nebula's mission statement is about supporting emerging choreographers in the dance world. There's such a need for platforms to get work produced.
Finding all the resources is really difficult,” Duex said. Her aim in creating this first HH11 Festival is to provide a venue for both seasoned and emerging dance artists.

In past years, Misa and Stephen Kelly, joint founders of an artists’ collective called ArtBark, have produced multiday dance festivals in Santa Barbara, providing dance artists from all over the world with
opportunities to bring their work to our little seaside town. The Kellys are taking a break from festival production as Duex realizes her dream — excellent timing for the 30 or so groups (more than 75 individual
artists) participating in the three HH11 shows taking place at Center Stage Theater. The first two programs are evening-time affairs on Friday-Saturday, March 27-28, with the third offered at as a matinee on
sunday, March 29.

Artists include S.B.'s own BodySensate, Weslie Ching, Tonia Shimin, SELAH Dance Collective, and The Dance Network; from Los Anegles, San Francisco, and other paris of California are FUSE Dance
Company, JESSICA KONDRATH | THE MOVEMENT, Keith Johnson/Dancers, Kelly Todd, Kendra Pearson, Louise Reichlin & Dancers, Project21Dance, Rebecca Bryant Danceworks, Rubans Rouges Dance
Company, Strickly Addikcted Dance Theater, and Watson Dance. New York artist Michelle Tara Lynch and lowa's Anna Krupp are also participating.

Mebula is presenting an excerpt from "Dreamscape” (a piece collaboratively choreographed by Duex and company members Meghan Morelli, Megan Butala, Megan Ragland, and Shelby Joyce with guest
choreographers Emily Tatomer and Meredith Cabaniss) and an excerpt from Duex's “Sand Into Glass”; and on Sunday, Nebula will premiere an excerpt from a new work about the stages of grieving. The work,
titled “Push and Pull,” is anchored in real-life experiences for both Duex and co-choreographer Shelby Lynn Joyce. “Both of us lost parents,” Duex explained, “me five years ago and Shelby one year ago. With
my experience being longer ago and Shelby's so fresh, we both wanted to explore the stages of grieving... not just in response to a loved one's death but to all the losses we have in our lives: moving from a
home, losing a relationship, or a job.”

Two dance films by Tonia Shimin, award-winning dance filmmaker and professor emeritus of the Depariment of Theater and Dance at UCSB, will be presented: "Of Time and the Spirit” and “Of Stones and
Water.” For the festival, Shimin has also crafted a solo work for Christina Sanchez, a member of Santa Barbara Dance Theater and much-loved and respected area dance instructor and performer. The dance,
A Walk With Modigliani,” is a world premiere celebrating the work of Italian painter and sculptor Amedeo Modigliani.

Keith Johnson/Dancers will premiere a duet called “Sawdust and Diamonds,” danced by Tara McArthur and Bahareh Ebrahimzadeh to the music of Joanna Newsom. “It is a work, to me, about desire and
longing,” Johnson says. “| hope the audience will be inspired by the work's physicality, intimacy, and humanity.” Weslie Ching's duet, *You, Or Someone Like You," danced by Kaita Mrazek and Nikki Pfeiffer, is
inspired by the notion that if the types of matter in the universe are finite and the size of the universe is infinite, then there must be an infinite number of versions of one's self — either exactly or almost exactly
identical to that self. “How does this idea fit in with contemporary Western culture’s sense of a unique self?” Ching muses. “My hope is that the audience will take away that although we're all individuals, our
thoughts and needs are universal... that in our desire to connect, we are never really alone.”

Duex is especially grateful to the sponsors who have helped make the festival possible: the Santa Barbara Travel Bureau, which is handling all of the travel associated with the event, Strategic Incentives, IM=X
Pilates, CenterPoint Pilates, Boone Graphics, Heritage Oaks Bank, Downtown Santa Barbara, and California Pasta.
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The HH11 Dance Festival takes place this Friday, March 27-Sunday, March 29, at Center Stage Theater (751 Paseo Nuevo). For tickets, information, and showtimes, call (803) 963-0408 or visit
centerstagetheater.org. For more on Devyn Duex and Nebula Dance Lab, visit nebuladance.org.

« Share on Facebook
« Share on Twitter

« Email
Be succinct, constructive, and relevant to the story. Leaving a comment means you agree to our Discussion Guidelines. We like civilized discourse. We don't like spam, lying, profanity, harassment o
yersonal attacks
0 Comments Santa Barbara Independent n Login
¥ Recommend [# Share Sort by Best

Be the first to comment

ALSD ON SANTA BARBARA INDEPENDENT WHAT'S THIS?
Phony Climate Claims Man Found Dangling from Isla Vista Cliffs

' — What a waste. Believers developed 66 excuses for the pause all for nothing. /sarc O — He learned that Gravity is not just a good idea, it is the Lawll

.

Only Micheltorena Works Last State of the Union for Obama and Capps
ﬂ% — "Micheltorena Street is the only location where those criteria can be met. Sola — "less partisan politics™??7?7?7? Coming from the main partisan himself - who

4 Street can never be." Why? Explain. For someone who has "been involved in transportation devoted most of his speech to castigating Republicans. Can't get rid of him fast enough.

planning for nearly 30 years," this letter is written terribly. Is this person a traffic engineer ...

Q0w

All News Angry Aris & Breaking
Poodle Living News
Dirimk Food Letters Reviews
g T ! Pl
b J
L

Rock Sports Theater Visual Arts

22016 Santa Barbara Independent



