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The Great Thanksgiving:
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Hymn during Consecration (printed on insert)
The Lord’s Prayer page 364
The Breaking of the Bread, Anthem & Prayer page 337
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Post Communion Prayer page 365
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Dismissal Hymn —

Sermon Sunday June 9, 2024

Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35.

Sisters and brothers in Christ,

| remember a gentleman telling me that his greatest fear is that someday he will be found out. What do

you mean? | said. That they will know I’'m not who | say | am; that I'm not who | want them to think | am;
that I'm not who | want to be, he answered. Beneath his fear he knows there are cracks in his house. He

knows that a divided house cannot stand and a divided kingdom will crumble.

From the beginning of his ministry, as told by St. Mark, Jesus has been dealing with divided houses and
kingdoms. He has cast out demons, healed Peter’s mother-in-law, cleansed a leper, and caused a
paralytic to walk. The houses and kingdoms of these people are divided. The strong man has invaded
their homes. Their lives are not their own. They live with inner conflict and turmoil. They have been
separated from their community and all that gave them security and identity. Their outer conditions of
illness, paralysis, and possession point to the inner conflict; the battle between health and disease, not
just physically but, more importantly, spiritually.

That battle and interior conflict has been around since Adam and Eve separated themselves from God
and hid amongst the trees of the garden. It is seen in Israel wanting a king so it can be like all the other
nations; forgetting that it has a unique calling, that it is to be different from other nations, that it is
through Israel, the people of God, that God will act for the benefit of all people. This division and inner



conflict are a reality of today’s world and our lives. A marriage divided is a divorce. A nation divided
results in vitriolic politics and in the extreme, civil war. An economy divided yields poverty and injustice.
A community divided becomes individualism and tribalism, prejudice and violence. Humanity divided is
all these things on a global level. Faith divided is sin.

We all know what it is like to live divided lives. You know those times when your outsides and your
insides don’t match up? That’s what it means to be a house divided. You’re one person at work another
at home. You act one way with certain people and a different way with other people. Life gets divided
into pieces. Behavior, beliefs, and ethics become situational. There is the work life, the family life, the
prayer life, the personal life, the social life. Pretty soon we’re left with a bunch of pieces. It seems that
we are forever trying to put the pieces of our lives together. That’s why the crowd has gathered around
Jesus. That’s why the religious authorities oppose him. That’s why his family tries to restrain him. In their
own way each is trying to put the pieces of their life together but it’s not working. They won’t fit. They
have been found out. Their life and their world are neither what they thought they were nor what Jesus
knows they could be. One reality has fallen and a new one is ready to rise.

Jesus always stands before us as the image of unity, wholeness, integration. He is the stronger one. He
does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. He puts our lives and houses back in order. Jesus offers a
different image of what life might look like. He does so by revealing the division in our lives, the houses
that cannot stand, and the crumbling of our kingdoms. Even when it is for our own good, with the offer
of new life and intended for wholeness, that’s a hard place to be. It means that one way or another
change of some sort is coming. Most of us don’t like that. It can be frightening. “He has gone out of his
mind,” the people say. The religious authorities accuse him of allegiance to Beelzebul, the ruler of
demons. They project onto Jesus their own interior conflict and division. They have declared that which
is holy, sacred, and beautiful to be unclean, dirty, and bereft of God. Their accusations say more about
themselves than Jesus. Their accusations reveal the depth of the conflict and division within them. Their
accusations are a way of avoiding themselves.

It’s hard to look at the division and inner conflict within our lives. The beginning of wholeness, however,
is acknowledging our brokenness. Where is our own house divided? How and to what extent have we
created conflict and division within our relationships. In what ways do we live fragmented lives, parceling
out pieces here and there? What is it that shatters your life? Anger and resentment, greed, insecurity,
perfectionism, sorrow and loss. Fear. Envy. Guilt. Loneliness. Where are you in your life of prayer and
spirituality? Where are you in your friendships and relationships, in your marriage, parenting? Where are
you in your work? Where are you in those things that have left you brokenhearted and grieving? Where
are you in those things you regret and wish you hadn’t said or done, in your disappointments, failures?
Where are you in your joys and thanksgivings?

That question — Where are you? Is the invitation to be self-reflective, to look at your life, to observe
what’s going on. But don’t take the next step and turn it into a conclusion or a judgment. It’s just
information. It’s about honestly looking at ourselves and saying, this is where | am. And maybe it’s also



saying, and this is where I'd like to be, or This is where | am not, or This is where | never want to go again.
“Where are you?” asks us to simply notice what’s going on, for better or worse. Do you hide in your
preoccupations, dreams and fantasies. Do you hide because you are afraid, embarrassed, because you
feel some guilt or shame? Are you hiding from the hard decisions in life you just don’t want to deal with
or from those difficult relationships and circumstances you just don’t know how to deal with? Are you
hiding from your past or maybe your future?

That’s where Adam and Eve are today. They are naked and afraid. They are hiding among the trees of the
garden. They’re trying to protect themselves, eliminate vulnerability and risk. They’re trying to cover up
in such a way that they won’t be seen or noticed. They think they are hiding from God but my experience
of hiding, and maybe this is true for you too, is that I’'m not really hiding from God or other people. I'm
hiding from myself. Every time | hide from myself, | live, to use an image from today’s gospel (Mark 3:20-
35), as a divided house. The house of my life is divided. | live with a part of me here and a part of me
there, but there’s not the whole of me anywhere.

There are all sorts of forces, things, events, sometimes even people by which our lives are broken and
through which we are separated from God, others, and our self. Christ is stronger than anything that
fragments our lives. He binds the forces that divide, heals the wounds that separate, and refashions
pieces into a new whole. There is nothing about your life or my life that cannot be put back together by
the love God in Christ. Amen.
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PARISH PRAYER LIST

Loving God, comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Give
them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Especially we remember before you:

Manetta Family Betty Curley Jess
Bob Curley Steve Curley Art
Chris Dickson Kate Jones Deb P.
John Mulligan John Rocco Judy
Warren Donna A. Kristen
Christopher Bernie Walther Celeste
Jerry & Family Phil Ryder Henry

Anthony Paribello Barbara Curran Del



Robert Hosey Beverly Noel Aidan

Sally & Roger Sophia Ciara
Mary & Family Ann Turco Jan
Grace Schinella Gladys Hadija Vincent
Michael & Family Matthew Treasure Mo
Michelle & Baby Marjorie Guerrier Joseph
Nathan Treadwell Alexandra Goldman

All people and countries suffering from violence, hatred and natural disaster.

Help us speak words of encouragement and offer deeds of kindness to them.
Bring us with them, into the unending joy of your kingdom. Amen.

To add or make changes to prayer list during the week, email

Janet Croft at jmc220@optonline.net.

Prayer before Worship

Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it, the
spirit of grace. Deliver us, when we draw near to you,
from coldness of heart, and wanderings of mind, that
with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may
worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn to be sung during the consecration:

Father I adore you,

Lay my life before you,

How I love you.

Repeat twice with second verse starting with Jesus

and third verse starting with Spirit.

Prayer for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn

but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So
mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that

all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince
of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominions

and glory, now and for ever. Amen



