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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message 
that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. 
We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of 
alienation and brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking 
justice and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church 
welcome all into the fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without 
exception and regardless of sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize 
that each person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a child of 
God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the 
sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service. As members of First 
Lutheran Church, we pledge ourselves and our congregation to exercise our 
faith in Christ, treasuring one another’s similarities while embracing our God-
given differences. We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling 
people, in our life together and in our outreach to the world. 

Pastor 
Rev. Tor Kristian Berg 
tberg@flcbothell.org 

 

Director of Music/Organist 
Lucy Kay Osborne 

lkosborne@flcbothell.org 

Director of  
REACH Ministries 

Roger Steinke 
rsteinke@flcbothell.org 

Office Manager 
Kristin Smith 

ksmith@flcbothell.org 

10207 NE 183rd Street  
Bothell WA 98011 

(425) 486-2314 
office@flcbothell.org 
www.flcbothell.org 
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Assisting With Today’s Service: 

Presiding Minister: Rev. Tor K. Berg 

WORSHIP NOTES 

+ Please sign the white card in the pew rack and hand it to an usher on your way forward 
for Holy Communion.  

+ The service is printed in this bulletin. Some hymns are located in the red hymn book.  

+ Hearing enhancement receivers, large print bulletins are available. Feel free to ask an 
usher for assistance.  

+ Our expectation is that children will be in worship. We understand, though, that there are times 
when your wiggly ones need a distraction. There is a “Pray Space” under the stairs in the inner 
narthex with soft toys and books. If you desire the nursery ask an usher for directions. 

+ For those children who like to be active in the pew we have Busy Bags in the Pray Space 
with crayons, coloring books, and quiet toys. 

+ Public Wi-Fi password: MartyLuther. 

+ If you would like to have a digital copy of the bulletin, go to our website and download 
the PDF. www.flcbothell.org 

Music Director Lucy Kay Osborne Ushers Tom Agnes & Chris Burns 

Lector Knut Aagaard Greeter Carsten Thode 

Sound Tech Jacky Schnarre Acolyte Jackie Fairbanks & Levi Schnarre 

Pew Angel Bobbi Osborne Communion 

Assistants 

Ann Aagaard, Darryl Lageson & 

Brian Midtbo 

November 17, 2019 
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 AM 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Prelude (C. Franck) 

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

OPENING DIALOGUE: Psalm 119:169-175 
Let my cry come before you, O LORD; 
give me understanding according to your word. 

Let my supplication come before you; 
deliver me according to your promise. 

My lips will pour forth praise, 
because you teach me your statutes. 

My tongue will sing of your promise, 
for all your commandments are right. 

Let your hand be ready to help me, 
for I have chosen your precepts. 

I long for your salvation, O LORD, 
and your law is my delight. 

Let me live that I may praise you, 
and let your decrees help me. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Kyrie Eleison 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Loving Lord, you have searched your people for evidence of goodness, the 
way fruit is sought in a vineyard. Send your righteous judge and find 
goodness in your faithful children. Amen. 
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ANTHEM: When We Eat This Bread (T. Keesecker) 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

WELCOMING THE WORD 

THE WORD: Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 
1Let me sing for my beloved 
 my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard  on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
 and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
 but it yielded wild grapes. 
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
 and people of Judah, judge between me  and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
 that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
 why did it yield wild grapes? 
 5And now I will tell you 
 what I will do to my vineyard. 
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 I will remove its hedge, 
 and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
 and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; 
 it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
 and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
 that they rain no rain upon it. 
 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
 is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
 are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, but heard a cry! 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke, Director of REACH Ministries  

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love is This (ELW 666) 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS: Jeff Almeida, Katie Pyne, Kris Pyne and 
Patty Weston 

SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM: August, Maxwell and Amelia Agnew 

PRESENTATION 
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining 
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born 
children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn 
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children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living 
with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 

Do you Jeff/Katie/Kris/Patty desire to join the congregation through the 
Affirmation of Faith? 
Response: I do. 

Who is presented for baptism? 

Sponsor: I present August, Maxwell and Amelia for baptism. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire 
to have your children baptized into Christ? 
Parents: I do. 

As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted 
with responsibilities: 
to live with them among God's faithful people, 
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in their hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture them in faith and prayer, 
so that your children may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help August, Maxwell and Amelia grow in the Christian faith 
and life? 
Parents: I do. 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Amelia, August and Maxwell in the 
Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in 
the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Sponsors: I do. 

People of God, do you promise to support August, Maxwell and Amelia as well 
as Jeff, Katie, Kris and Patty and pray for them in their life in Christ? 
We do. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 
of the church. 
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Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered 
over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into 
the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the 
wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought 
them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 
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By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to 
safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not 
swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends 
us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the 
baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and 
free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

BAPTISM 
August/Maxwell/Amelia, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 
eternal life. 

Sustain Amelia/August/Maxwell with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Amelia/August/Maxwell, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 

WELCOME 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
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Faithful God, when we question the future, you reveal the hope of victory 
through your Son, Jesus Christ. Give us the wisdom to rely on your words and 
the courage to witness to your love and faithfulness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God our joy, the seas and the hills shout your praise. Inspire us to sing a joyful 
song to you as we work to preserve and protect your marvelous creation. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God our ruler, you judge the world with righteousness and the people with 
equity. Grant perseverance to world leaders and elected officials, so that they 
never grow weary in doing what is right. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, you offer peace to fearful hearts. Heal the hurts of all those 
who suffer injustice and persecution, those who spend months and years in 
prisons and in hospitals, and for anyone in need today especially Heather and 
Katie. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God our song, thank you for worship leaders, artists, and musicians who 
create works of praise and prayer. Guide them in their leadership, and 
empower them to lift up new voices and works of art among the assembly. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

For whom do the people pray? 

Everlasting God, as we await the dawn of the new heaven and the new earth, 
we give thanks for your beloved who have died in Christ. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Rejoicing in hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, trusting that 
you have received them in your care. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God, 
confessing the truth about ourselves. 

Silence for self-reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we come before you, beloved but broken. We have not always treated 
others as we would want them to treat us. We have not always called out 
injustice and abuse. We have not always been kind to ourselves. We have 
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not always taken care of the world we share with other living creatures. 
Remind us of who we are, beloved children bathed in your love. Renew us 
by your Spirit to live as your holy people, bringing healing to the 
brokenness around us. Amen. 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, renewed by 
the Spirit within and among you, and made alive again in Christ. Receive this 
assurance in Jesus’ name: you are forgiven and freed to live for the healing of 
the world. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERTORY: Wondrous Love (W. Held) 

WELCOMING THE GIFTS: Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful, Lord 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our creator, you give us all we are, all we have, all we bring, and all 
we need. Draw us together around your table with all your saints on earth 
and in your eternal home. Let us eat and drink your promise of new life, 
that we might be your promise to the world, spoken in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
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Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by evil and 
bordered by death we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our 
Judge. 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an 
end to injustice and harm. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and the victory of 
his resurrection, we await with all the saints his loving redemption of our 
suffering world. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who share in the 
body and blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice, and make all 
things new in Christ. 

Bless those who take this meal to those who cannot be here today. May the 
fellowship shared strengthen our community. 

Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
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us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God keeps adding places to the table. Come to the banquet that has no end! 
COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as gluten-free bread with these 
or similar words: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ will be 
received as either red wine or white grape juice with these or similar words: The 
blood of Christ, shed for you.  

WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift given 
to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR YOU! 
Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to receive 
a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the communion 

assistants.  

DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at the 
direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat down 
the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew card. 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  
Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 474) 
Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus (ELW 501) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We thank you, God our host, for inviting us here to taste the future when 
you will feed all the hungry at your table. Keep this hope alive in us and in 
our communities, so that we might bring hope to a suffering world, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN: Give Me Oil In My Lamp 
 Directed by Joyce Thode & Connie Wolter 

BLESSING 
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November 24, 2019 Christ The King Sunday 
2 Kings 22:1-10, 23:1-3 

Josiah’s Reform 

Weekly Financial Report 

November 10, 2019      Attendance: 192 

General Offerings: $8,099    Mortgage Fund: $692 

Amount needed per Sunday: 

General Offerings: $9,907  Mortgage Fund: $1,098 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS003678. 

Some music used with permission under CCLI License #2262125 or One License #A-706784 or LicenSing #623195.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Signed and sealed by the Holy Spirit, you are Christ’s message of love for this 
troubled world, written by the same Sender. May our Lord Jesus Christ and 
God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and 
good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and 
word. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG: For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Set your hope on Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: Short Voluntary (w. Greene) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Our Ministry Partners: 
Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services, Lutheran Counseling 
Network, Lutheran World Relief, Northwest Washington Synod 

Those living with cancer: 
Juanita (Bonnie & Bob Ahlstedt’s sister-in-law), Charlie (Jef Almeida’s father), Alan (Joan & Carl 
Christian’s son), Russel (Karey Coble’s cousin), Edith Holbrook (member), Heather (Kevin & Vicki 
Kastning’s niece),  Richard (Ruth Neitzel’s brother), Pam (Marlis Pehling’s niece), Don (Doug 
Peterson’s brother), Rita (Ruth Neitzel’s sister), Janette (Beth Phelps’ cousin), Teresa (Michelle Tuck’s 
friend), Roger (Michelle Tuck’s brother-in-law), Ted (Sue Toyoda’s friend), Kip (Paul Desilet’s uncle), 
Jim (Hendricks’ family friend), Joanne (Carolyn Becker’s sister-in-law) & Clara (Pat Daane’s cousin). 

Those who are ill, have an injury or who are recovering from surgery: 
Keely Adjorlolo (member), Marilyn Anderson (member), Paul Anderson (member), Larry Baker 
(member), Jack Becker (member), Lillian (Bob Berg’s mother), Lou (Cathy Edwards’ friend), Nancy 
Davis (member), Amber (Krista Daniel’s friend), Roy King (member), Barb (Stacy Souriall’s friend), 
Ryan (Cathy Edwards’ grandson), Anne Marie (Hildur O’Conner’s daughter), Katie (Hildur O’Conner’s 
daughter), Ron (Krista Daniel’s father), Lorretta Rapp (member), Dennis Shogren (Dave Shogren’s 
brother), Helen (Renee Baker’s mother), Lola (Bob Berg’s aunt), Mona Shogren (member), Loretta 
(Nora Srothman’s sister-in-law), Sadako (Sue Toyoda’s mother-in-law), Dandy (Julie Selmikeit-Weyn’s 
husband), Darlene (Andrea Faubion’s mother),   

Those who are homebound or in extended care facilities: 
Phyllis Enger (member), Lillian & Lawrence (Leon Romaniuk’s parents), Harriet (Eleanor Walters’ 
mother), Jacquie Stoll (member), Sigrid (Carsten Thode’s mother) & Phyllis Watters (member). 

Please remember to pray for peace in these war torn areas: 
Israel/Palestine, Syria, Afghanistan, North Korea, Somalia and Iraq. 

Those Serving Our Country: 
AIR FORCE: Tyler Ripley (Jeanne Koruga’s nephew) and Erin Siebert (Linda & Joe Siebert’s daughter) 
Mason Land (Debbie & Darryl Lageson’s nephew) 

ARMY: Shaun Cunningham (Cris Sherman’s son-in-law), Lucas Peters (Jim & Vernita Steege’s 
grandson), Asis Montalvo (Adjorlolo family friend), Ben Souriall (Stacy & Mike Souriall’s son) 

MARINES: James Bacon (Jeanne Koruga’s friend) and Olav Wampler (Elizabeth & Randall Wampler’s son)  

NAVY: Karl Krueger (Karin Ulvin’s husband), Kelsey Schunk (Jack Schunk’s granddaughter), & 
Christopher Whipple (Carolyn & Richard Whipple’s son) 

We are honored to be able to pray for your family members and close friends in need. 
Our policy is to publish immediate concerns for 2 weeks, unless we hear from you that 
an illness or situation is ongoing. 

Do you have hearing aids? We now have telecoil loops for our sound system’s 
wireless receivers. To use the loops, set your hearing aids to the telecoil 
mode, put the loop around your neck, and you’re set! 
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INFORMATION For the Week! 
Sunday, November 17 Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost  

New Member Sunday! 

WELCA Quilt & Bake Sale 

8:30 Am   Worship w/ Holy Baptism of August, Maxwell & Amelia Agnew 

9:45 am   Education Hour 

   Endowment Committee—In the office copy/work room 

10:00 am  Ensemble Rehearsal 

11:00 am  Worship w/ Holy Baptism of Carter Romaniuk 

Monday, November 18 

6:30 pm   Hannah Circle 

Tuesday,  November 19 

9:15am   Preschool Chapel 

9:30 am   Lectionary 

11:00 am  Staff Meeting 

12:30 pm  Preschool Chapel 

6:00 pm   Personnel Committee 

   Fellowship Committee 

7:00 pm   Church Council 

   Brass Ensemble Rehearsal 

Wednesday, November 20 

10:00 am  Rebecca Circle 

   Peace by Piece Sewing 

11:00 am  Worship Team Meeting 

Thursday, November 21 

9:00 am   Quilters 

9:15 am   Preschool Chapel 

7:00 pm   Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, November 22 

Church Office Closed 

Saturday, November 23 

Sunday, November 24 Christ The King Sunday  

8:30 Am   Worship  

9:45 am   Education Hour 

10:00 am  Ensemble Rehearsal 

11:00 am  Worship  

2:00 pm   Seniors Thanksgiving Dinner—All seniors are invited! Please sign up in the 

   narthex! 

2:00 pm   Friends Supporting Friends (attending Thanksgiving dinner together) 

4:00 pm   Lyric Arts Ensemble Concert—All are welcome! 
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ELCA presiding bishop issues pastoral message on  
racism and white supremacy 

September 13, 2019 

Dear Church, 

Centered in Christ, the 2019 Churchwide Assembly was significant in many ways: 
worship, thoughtful deliberation and prayer led to the adoption of memorials and 
resolutions that will shape this church for years to come. Among these decisions, this 
church was called to address the deadly power of racism and white supremacy. 
Martin Luther's clear exposition of the gospel — that God justifies, that we are 
redeemed by the death and resurrection of Jesus, and that grace is a gift — not only 
makes it possible to engage in this work but gives us a framework in which to do it. 
The doctrine of justification is a great leveler. It acknowledges that no one group of 
people can claim supremacy over others. We are all deeply in need of grace, and God 
gives this gift to all. Standing equally under the judgement and promise of the 
gospel, we, as a church, can recognize the overt and covert ways that a culture of 
white supremacy denies full humanity to all people, and we can work to dismantle 
it.  

We offered a public apology titled "Declaration of the ELCA to People of African 
Descent." In the context of the quadricentennial remembrance of American slavery in 
this country, we acknowledge that racism and white supremacy are deeply rooted in 
that history, and that the church is complicit. This apology "means working toward a 
deeper understanding of slavery and its legacy, of institutional and structural racism, 
of white privilege, and of attitudes and foundations of white supremacy." It was 
accepted by the African Descent Lutheran Association with a call to accountability. 
You can watch the video here and utilize this explanation as a resource. In June the 
Council of the Lutheran World Federation, our global communion, also adopted 
a resolution commemorating the quadricentennial. 

We adopted a resolution condemning white supremacy. Through study, prayer and 
action, we call "all congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
to engage in communal study of the structures and rhetoric that empower and 
fuel racism and white supremacy and to take to heart the teaching of Scriptures, 
so we may all be better equipped to speak boldly about the equal dignity of all 
persons in the eyes of God." Whether our churches and communities are racially 
diverse or predominantly white, this is work for all of us. We have several existing 
racial justice resources available to support this work. 

We adopted a resolution to establish June 17 as "Emanuel 9 Day of Repentance," 
commemorating the martyrdom of Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham-
Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, Depayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Slavery_Apology_Explanation.pdf?_ga=2.72216273.354622509.1567534383-706161550.1552512868
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QofnGzsZaas&list=PLNDmVwhz-M37BgSvvnv3FwfsqYlXfBkRf&index=31
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Slavery_Apology_Explanation.pdf?_ga=2.72216273.354622509.1567534383-706161550.1552512868
https://www.lutheranworld.org/sites/default/files/2019/documents/council_2019_-_resolutions_advocacy_and_public_voice_-_2_slavery.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Condemnation_of_White_Supremacy_and_Racist_Rhetoric.pdf?_ga=2.84302681.1596997779.1568039162-1659417820.1551734397
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Racial-Justice-Ministries?_ga=2.131065805.354622509.1567534383-706161550.1552512868
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Establishing_June_17th_as_Emanuel_9_Commemoration_and_Day_of_Repentance.pdf?_ga=2.84302681.1596997779.1568039162-1659417820.1551734397
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Sanders, Daniel L. Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson by 
a violent white supremacist, Dylann Roof, who grew up in the ELCA. The 
resolution calls for June 17 as a day of repentance, grounded in prayer; worship 
resources are currently in development. It also calls for deepening conversations 
with the African Methodist Episcopal Church on matters of racism and white 
supremacy, and building upon the long-standing relations between our two 
churches. A letter I received from the senior episcopal leadership of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Council of Bishops noted that "Martin Luther was the 'Great 
Reformer.' Richard Allen started the AME Church to reform the racially divided 
American Christianity he experienced in his lifetime. It is appropriate that 
Churches birthed by these two persons who sought more authentic and true 
expressions of Christianity engage in conversations that will lead to 21st Century 
reform, justice, and reconciliation." In response, I have acknowledged the 
significance of their willingness to engage in deeper conversations with us, as an 
affirmation of our striving to be accountable in and through authentic 
relationships. I shared my hope that our talks since 2015, as well as previous 
rounds of dialogue between our two churches, will enable us to develop new 
models that move us from dialogue to diapraxis, or dialogue in action, for the 
sake of our witness to our unity in Christ in these divisive and deadly times. As 
you think about possibilities in your local context, I commend to you the 
congregational resource we co-published in 1996, "Understanding One Another." 

These recent developments build upon the continuous work we are doing as the ELCA 
and in ecumenical partnership. Through bilateral work, such as our joint Statement 
of Mission with the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, and in councils and 
coalitions, especially the National Council of Churches and its A.C.T. Now to End 
Racism initiative and the cross-racial dialogue of the Conference of National Black 
Churches, we are doubling down on our work, witness and advocacy with other 
Christians against racism and white supremacy. 

You, in congregations and synods, are identifying new and renewed possibilities for 
engaging in this difficult but life-giving work and witness. We take the next steps 
together assured that there is no longer that which divides us, for we are one in 
Christ Jesus.  

In peace, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop, ELCA 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/The_Vision_Of_The_ELCA.pdf?_ga=2.89001755.1088686117.1568036146-706161550.1552512868
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Understanding_One_Another.pdf?_ga=2.58599400.354622509.1567534383-706161550.1552512868
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCA_AMEZ_Statement_Of_Mission.pdf?_ga=2.17004209.981393104.1566490244-706161550.1552512868
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCA_AMEZ_Statement_Of_Mission.pdf?_ga=2.17004209.981393104.1566490244-706161550.1552512868
http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/resources/
http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/resources/
https://www.thecnbc.net/
https://www.thecnbc.net/
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Sermon Notes 

What one word stuck out for me? 

 

What phrase or sentence was especially memorable? 

 

 

What did I hear that I am eager to share with another person? 

 

 

I think the title of the sermon is: 


