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The Taste of Christmas
Gingerbread seems to go with Christ-

mas. There is no ceiling on the creativ-
ity that can emerge and the memories 
to be made while making a ginger-
bread family project to be enjoyed with 
a good cup of hot chocolate. 

So where did all of this begin? Ginger-
bread has a long history dating as far 
back as the ancient Greeks and Egyp-
tians who used it shaped into religious 
symbols. Crusaders returning from 
the Middle East brought ginger to Eu-
rope in the 11th century where it was 
used by the upper classes. Spices were 
expensive and only the wealthy could 
afford to play around with different 
tastes. Later   when the prices of spice 
went down and they became more 
available, ginger was one of the spic-
es to be more widely adopted by the 
common folks. In Europe gingerbread 
was sold outside churches as well as 
in specialty shops and seasonal mar-
kets. The making of gingerbread was 
limited to guilds because the shapes of 
the gingerbread were often religious 
in nature, and it was thought that the 
whole practice needed to be treated 
reverently. 

However, during Christmas and 
Easter the guild requirement was 
suspended. Eventually, gingerbread 
became absorbed into the everyday 
culture, and it no longer was limit-
ed to guilds. Queen Elizabeth I (who 
reigned from 1533 to 1603) is credit-
ed with making the first gingerbread 
men. They resembled visitors coming 
to court and were given as a gift to the 
visitor. Gingerbread even had a role 
in courting. When exchanged and tied 
with a ribbon, it became a symbol of af-
fection. In England to help her find her 
man a woman would consume a gin-
gerbread man made and decorated in 

the likeness of the man she wanted for 
a husband. Gingerbread crumbs were 
also added to meat dishes to help mask 
the smell of rotting meat since refrig-
eration didn’t exist.

There are many recipes for ginger-
bread from many countries. For exam-
ple, England used stale breadcrumbs 
instead of flour in the early recipes 
along with rosewater, sugar, ground 
almonds and ginger. By the 16th centu-
ry, eggs were also added to the English 
recipe. 

This paste-like dough was formed 
into wooden molds often the shape 
of new dignitaries or symbols for the 
news of the day. The finished cookie 
could be decorated with edible gold 
paint or white frosting to bring out the 
features.

Germany is known for two kinds of 
gingerbread (lebkuchen), a soft ver-
sion and a hard version. The harder 

version was great for making ginger-
bread houses. By the 16th century 
gingerbread houses were making their 
debut particularly in Germany. 

The making of gingerbread is con-
sidered an art form in Germany, Po-
land, Russia, Hungary, Czech Repub-
lic, and France. After the publication 
of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales, 
which included “Hansel and Gretel,” in 
1812 the popularity of a house made 
of bread covered with sugar decora-
tions became more popular. Germany 
embraced the making of gingerbread 
houses more than England. German 
immigrants coming to America carried 
this tradition with them. 

Many countries have their own twist 
on gingerbread. The use of ginger-
bread has run the gamut from use as a 
religious object  to simply sitting with 
family and friends to enjoy a treat. 
There are so many differences and cus-
toms concerning this sweet that each 
nationality should explore its take on 
the sweet treat. 

Gingerbread comes in many sizes, 
shapes, and consistencies from the 
hard wafer to a soft cake-like cookie. “A 
baked sweet that contains ginger, and 
sometimes cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, 
cardamom and anise, and sweetened 
with any combination of brown sugar, 
molasses, light or dark corn syrup, or 
honey.” the spruce eats.com  Tradition-
ally gingerbread is a Christmas custom 
but it doesn’t need to be limited. Today 
gingerbread can be enjoyed  all year by 
those willing to take on the adventure. 
Make a Memory!

The History of Gingerbread - Cookies, 
Houses, and Everything in Between (al-
waystheholidays.com)

The History and Origin of Gingerbread 
(thespruceeats.com)

This is Hansel and Gretel meeting the witch 
at the gingerbread house.
Public domain image from the book, Dra-
matic Reader For Lower Grades by Florence 
Holbrook, Copyright 1911, page 118. Search 
media – Wikimedia Commons
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By Beth Vlasman Walz
MAGS President

Hello Everyone!!
Just a quick note to let you know what is com-

ing up for our group.  First, we will not be hav-
ing a program in December.  We all seem to be 
so busy during Christmas time that we chose to 
forego a program.   Programs are being worked to 
help everyone learn more about researching dif-
ferent nationalities, having a possible work night 
at the Carnegie for those needing help or wanting 
to help others get started. During each program 
we would like to highlight one additional resource 
at the Carnegie.   If you have any ideas for pro-
grams, would like to present a program, or would 
like some help getting one ready, you can email us 
at info@mitchellcarnegie.com or call and leave a 
message for me at 605-996-3209.  

If you like history or genealogy, we are look-
ing for help to staff our facility.  We need people 
willing to work one afternoon a week (or more if 
you are willing) to help us keep the doors open.  
Computer skills are not necessary as we are look-
ing for people to help tourists or others check out 
our building and exhibits.   

Like Computers? We are also looking for peo-
ple willing to help with our projects and resources.  
Most of these require some computer work.  You 
can work on these while you staff or at other times.

Our programs are the 4th Monday of the 
month at 7 pm.  We are slowly getting back to nor-
mal after Covid and all the repairs that needed to 
be done at the CRC.   We hope to see you soon!

Thanks, Beth

Genealogy Corner

Winter on the Plains
Snowbanks as high as 

the roof, cattle that had to 
have the ice pulled from 
their eyes, dead stock by 
the hundreds lying in the 
field, neighbors lost in the 
blizzard, children trying to 
get home from school who 
never made it, toes and fin-
gers lost to the cold can be 
the aftermath of the win-
ter storms that ravage the 
plains. 

Anyone who lives in this 
part of the United States 
knows that winter can 
bring many surprises and 
unwanted consequenc-
es. One of the most  disas-
trous of winter storms hit 

on January 12, 1888. This 
killer took 235 lives and de-
stroyed many head of live-
stock. The winter season of 
1887-1888 started with the 
Dakotas being hit in Novem-
ber with ice storms and be-
low normal temperatures. 
December was no better 
and the snowfall measured 
around 40 inches. 

January brought the same 
kind of weather with a 
major blizzard hitting the 
Mitchell area on January 3, 
1888. To add to the trouble 
another storm on January 
12th took many by surprise 
as the stories included will 
tell the tale.

We were still a Territory when this storm hit Mitchell on January 3, 
1888. From November 1887 through January 1888, ice storms and 
sub-zero temperatures afflicted a wide area of the plains including 
the Dakotas. Sources say that the December snowfall measured 
up to 40 inches. Winter wasn’t done with us yet. January 12, 1888, 
started as a normal winter day but quickly changed into a killer bliz-
zard known as the “Children’s Blizzard.” that resulted in 235 deaths, 
many of them children trying to get home from school. This pho-
to was taken looking north up Main Street from First Avenue; the 
building on the left is the former Long Horn Bar that was torn down. 
The Veterans Memorial Park is now on the corner.
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This is a #7A Century Stu-
dio Camera made by the Fol-
mer &  Schwing Department 
of Eastman Kodak Company 
of Rochester,  N.Y.

It was made circa 1917 
and was donated by Pho-
tography Unlimited (Anne & 
Arlen Moke) to the Mitchell 
Area Historical Society in 
July 2021.

The Mokes came in pos-
session of the camera when 
they purchased the Bob 
Brown studio in 1989 from 
him.  It has been partially re-
stored and looks like it could 
take your picture today!

Bob Brown started his stu-
dio in 1945 at 220 ½ N. Main.  
In 1949 he bought out the 
Klebe studio at 218 N. Main 
while Klebe bought the High 
Studio at 408 N. Main.  Paul 
Q. High then retired.  Kleble 
had  previously bought the 
Eliason studio in 1948.

Paul High began his pho-
tography career in 1915 
when he bought out Hoyt 
Cox.  It must have been 
shortly after this that he 
bought this camera.

The Century Camera Com-
pany began operations in 
1900.  In 1903 George East-
man bought a controlling 
interest in the company.  In 
1917 it became a division of 
EKC.

The Folmer & Schwing 
Manufacturing Company 
was founded in New York 
City in 1887 by William Fol-
mer and William Schwing.  
They began making cameras 

in 1896.  George Eastman 
purchased this company in 
1905 and moved it to Roch-
ester, NY.  In 1907 it was 
named a ‘Division’ of East-
man Kodak Company and 
later a ‘Department’ of  EKC.  

The Century Department 
and the Folmer & Schwing 
Dept. made up Kodak’s pro-
fessional apparatus division.

The Century Division made 
many models of View cam-

eras in the early 1900’s.  In 
1912 the No. 7 Century Stu-
dio camera went into pro-
duction.  

This was replaced in 1917 
by the No. 7A.  The ‘A’ de-
notes a dark finish.  In 1922 
they were making the No. 8A 
and 9A.

This camera has an Ilex 
shutter with a 6 ¾  in. lens 
board.  The Ilex Optical 
Company came into being in 
1911 by Rudolph Klein and 
Theodor Brueck who had 
been working for Bausch & 
Lomb.

The lens is a 14 inch Goerz 
Celor  f/5.6  Series Ib No. 7, 
serial no. 220977.  

The camera stand is a No. 
1A Semi-Centennial Stand 
made by Folmer & Schwing 
Dept. of EKC.

This camera used film.  
(This was before digital pho-
tography!) 

Right now there is a roll 
film adaptor on the back of 
the camera.  Without that, 
it would be used with sheet 
film in sizes such as 4x5, 5x7 
or 8x10 inches.

The Century Studio Camera

This is the camera on display at the Carnegie Resource Center.
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Salute to Law Enforcement
On September 11, Patriot Day, the Carnegie Resource Center hosted the ‘Salute to Law Enforce-

ment’ event, showing our appreciation for the work law enforcement does daily to protect and keep 
us safe.   Those attending viewed our law enforcement patch collection consisting of 325 patches.  
Thanks to the Davison County Sherriff’s department for sharing items of the past including a section 
of the jail door when prisoners were housed at the Davison County Courthouse, a strait jacket and 
more.  Thanks to those who attended to help us honor all law enforcement branches.
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Survival

The Mitchell Capital (Mitchell, South 
Dakota) 06 Jan 1888, Fri Page 9

Laura Ingalls Wilder talked about the 
blizzard of January 12, 1888, in her 
book Pioneer Girl. The Ingalls were 
living in the De Smet area at the time, 
and she states that her family were 
able to get home  safely with help from 
the horses and by following the road. 
However, not all were so lucky to ar-
rive without incident. “At a country 
school eight miles north of DeSmet 
it, the teacher brought his children to 
school in a sleigh, stayed all day and 
drove home at night. The other chil-
dren lived very near the schoolhouse. 
In this storm the nearby children got 
home safely, but the teacher, with his 
load, was lost on the prairie. 

When he knew he couldn’t find 
his way, he unhitched, and un-
harnessed the horses and turned 
them loose. Then he spread part 
of the robes on the ground had 
the children sit on them, wrapped 
the rest of the robes around them 
and turned the sleigh bottom up 
over them. Then he crawled un-
derneath the sleigh himself and 
there they huddled together while 
the snow blew and drifted over the 
sled keeping out the wind. Their 
bodies warmed the air in their lit-
tle cave and they all survived the 
storm. No one except the teacher 
whose hands and feet were frozen, 

but not badly. 
The horses found shelter beside a 

haystack several miles away and came 
through safely too. “  (Pioneer Girl: The 
Annotated Autobiography, page 315)

Historical records show that a teacher 
by the name of Orion E. Sterns home-
steaded in Spirit Lake Township, seven 
miles north of DeSmet and that he and 
his wife Gertrude had three children of 
school age, Guy, fifteen; Nellie, about 
eleven; and Bessie, about eight who 
were pupils of their father’s. This is the 
load to which Laura Ingalls referred 
that the teacher had on his sleigh. Ori-
on and his son shoveled snow through-

out the night to keep an airway open 
for the trapped little band. The next 
day Sterns crawled for help. His feet 
were badly frozen, but he saved his 
family. (“The Grim Tally,” Wessington 
Springs True Dakotan, Jan.12,1988 as 
reprinted in Pioneer Girl: The Annotat-
ed Autobiography, page 315)

“In Dakota Territory alone, 148 to 171 
people, many of them children, froze to 
death or died of complications later. 
‘As a rule teachers had been warned 
against such a danger, and lost no time 
in dismissing school. Others delayed, 
expecting the storm would subside and 
when they ventured forth they were 

soon bewildered, lost, and fell easy 
victims to the relentlessness fury of 
the maelstrom.’ “ (Kingsbury, His-
tory of Dakota Territory, 2:1512 as 
reprinted in Pioneer Girl: The An-
notated Autobiography, page 315)

The plains still see these killer 
storms and those living and trav-
eling during these times must re-
spect Mother Nature.  With today’s 
technology and advanced warning 
systems it is easy to think we have 
it figured out. These tools are very 
helpful but caution and awareness 
are still needed to give us the best 
chance of survival in these winter 
months. 

Have a safe winter.



Carnegie Resource
Center
119 West Third Avenue
Mitchell, S.D. 57301

Carnegie needs your help
We have been working diligently 

during Covid 19 to repair and restore 
our Carnegie building.  

We are excited about our newly in-
stalled wheelchair lift so all can enter 
safely.  

It has been installed at the east en-
trance and will come up to the Corn 
Palace Room.   We have only one file 

room left to repair and then we will be 
done.   

Needless to say this all costs money.  
We are asking for your support.  

If you are able to send a donation 
(and your membership), please make 
your check payable to the Mitchell 
Area Historical Society and mail it 
to 119 West Third Ave., Mitchell, SD  

57301.
Dues for 2022 remain the same, $20 

for individuals and $30 for a couple 
for each organization (the Mitchell 
Area Historical Society and the Mitch-
ell Area Genealogical Society). 

We have enclosed a form with this 
newsletter. Thank you in advance for 
your support. It means a lot to us.

Support CRC by 
using Amazon Smile

When doing your Amazon online shopping, think of 
supporting the Mitchell Area Historical Society by 
visiting: smile.amazon.com Type Mitchell Area His-
torical Society in the search box and select it. You 
only have to logon once through Amazon Smile and 
each time you shop after that, the site will show 
that you support CRC. A portion of the proceeds 
from all you buy on Amazon will go to the Mitchell 
Area Historical Society! How cool is that? This one 
simple way to give back to your community is so 
simple, so spread the word! Our ability to serve the 
community relies on generous donations from the 
public. Thank you!

Genealogy for Kids (&Adults) fun websites
timeanddate.com  - Learn what day you or your ancestors were 
born
coloringcastle.com  -- print coloring pages – maps of US, States,  
some holiday
family search.org  -  Activities – various genealogy activities
family search.org  -- Search – Research wiki -  pick a country etc to 
learn about.
familytree.com – kids – word scramble, word search, forms for 
kids 
familylocket.com -- #FHforChildren –family history ideas for 
children and teens – games, crafts, etc
pinterest.com – search genealogy for all sorts of interesting finds 
from scrapbooking to researching
duolingo.com  -- learning a new language
growinglittleleaves.com – kid friendly activities
learningliftoff.com – 7 ways to teach your kids their family heri-
tage


