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Ladies Auxiliary provides help to tornado volunteers
After the devastating tornadoes struck
Alabama on April 27, many people were
asking what they could do to help the victims of the tornadoes. Members of the ALSSAR Ladies Auxiliary learned through their
Alabama Society DAR contacts that many
families of the 20th Special Forces Group
of the Alabama National Guard were deployed and unable to be here to help their
families.
The ALSSAR Ladies Auxiliary contributed $500. These funds were used to purchase gift cards for groceries, home supplies, gas and phone service. The Family
Services Representative of the 20th Special
Forces Group delivered the gift cards to the

families of these soldiers who were serving
our country. The soldiers were very grateful
tht their families were helped when they
could not be at home to help them.
The Alabama Ladies Auxiliary is a service organization whose purpose is to assist
the national and state SAR societies in
achieving their goals and objectives. The
ladies auxiliary also supports the various
projects and activities of the SAR.
The Alabama Ladies Auxiliary also supports the National Ladies Auxiliary through
providing baskets and donations for their
fundraisers, by participating in their projects, by selling and purchasing their cookbook. The money that is raised by the na-

tional auxiliary goes to the SAR Center for
the Advancement of American Heritage.
The Alabama Ladies Auxiliary meets
three times per year: in February at the State
SAR convention; in May at the spring
Board of Managers meeting; and in October
at the fall Board of Managers meeting.
Women who are related by marriage or
bloodline to men in the SAR and those who
are related to deceased SAR members are
eligible for membership in the state and
national ladies auxiliaries. Wives, daughters, mothers, sisters, etc. are welcomed to
become active members of the Alabama
Ladies Auxiliary.
—Dave Billings

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
companies to large corporations with sales
exceeding a billion dollars. He has been involved in numerous mergers and acquisitions and has served as both a member and
as chairman of the board of directors for
several companies. Greenwood was president of Nichols Research Corporation, vice
president and general manager of the Astro
Space Division of General Electric Corporation and president of the Ball Space Systems
Division.
Before entering the private sector he was a
manager and researcher with the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.
Greenwood has a BS, MS and PhD in engineering from Virginia Tech. He is a registered professional engineer.
I invite you to listen to Dr. Greenwood’s
insights about leadership development, leadership development during the revolutionary
era, and about leadership development
within the Alabama Society of the SAR.
The ALSSAR 2012 annual meeting and
convention will be Friday and Saturday
(Feb. 24-25) at the Marriott Hotel at 5 Tranquility Base, Huntsville.
NSSAR Southern District Vice President
General Jim Maples provides information
about convention events. The story is on
page 1. The registration form is on page 8.
Details about placing advertisements and
memorials in the convention booklet are on
page 9.
The ALSSAR slate of officers for 201213 is reported by the chair of the nominating

Shoals
committee, Bruce Pickette, and included in
Maples’ convention story on page 6.
Preserving the historical record of the
chapter is each chapter’s responsibility.
Chapters typically elect a chapter historian to
execute this responsibility for the chapter.
Please read the well-written article on page 4
by ALSSAR historian Dr. Fred Olive about
the role of the state historian and the chapter
historian in promoting awareness that all
members should contribute to this endeavor.
Stories from the Board of Managers’ meeting on Oct. 8 are on pages 3 and 7. Be sure
to read C. W. Posey’s article about the Ethics By-Law on page 3 – we’ll vote on it at
the annual meeting.
The Alabama Society is one of the 10 largest state societies. Our membership’s values
are congruent with the values of our ancestors that gave us a nation of free men. Consequently, we have a responsibility to provide leadership within the national society.
ALSSAR should continue to provide
NSSAR with members on committees; particularly the nominating committee, the executive committee and the SAR Foundation
Board; committee vice-chairs and Chairs;
and General Officers.
Plan ahead to represent the ALSSAR at
NSSAR leadership meetings which will be
held in Louisville, Ky., on March 2-3 and
Sept. 28-29. Also, plan on being an ALSSAR delegate to the NSSAR Congress. The
Arizona Society will host the 122nd Congress in Phoenix on July 6-11.
In your service,
—C. David Billings

(Continued from Page 1)
ALSSAR past president and Southern District past Vice-President General Lee Swart installed the new
members with assistance from ALSSAR past president and Southern
District past Vice-President General
Rod Hildreth, Southern District VicePresident General Jim Maples and
ALSSAR president David Billings.
Included were 3 Junior Members.
The ceremony recognized 36 charter
members.
Maples installed the officers and
Billings presented Ellis with the charter of the Shoals Area chapter. The
Alabama Society presented a $500
monetary gift to the chapter, followed
by gifts of $100 from Tennessee Valley chapter president Conrad Cook
and ALSSAR registrar Ron Bearden
on behalf of the Little River chapter.
Awards were presented to those who
had been instrumental in the development of the new chapter. The SAR
medal of appreciation was presented
to Kathryn Futrell Cox of the Hermitage DAR chapter who assisted with
four new member applications and
Miriam Longshore Hall of the Alamance DAR chapter who assisted
with four new member applications.
Maples presented meritorious service
medals to Billings and Bearden for
their assistance with the organization
of the chapter, including monthly visits during the past year.
—David Ellis
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BOM clarifies chapter liability
Historian’s report
through constitution and bylaws The ALSSAR Historian’s responsibility includes the
The October Board of Managers
meeting discussed liability of chapters, chapter officers, chapter directors and chapter members. During
the discussion ALSSAR chancellor
Roy Robertson introduced us to three
Alabama laws — the Alabama NonProfit Corporation Act, the Alabama
Unincorporated Nonprofit Association Act and the Alabama Volunteer
Services Act.
During these discussions the observation was made that nonprofit associations should have articles of association. Each ALSSAR chapter is an
Alabama Unincorporated Nonprofit
Association unless your chapter has
incorporated. If your chapter has
incorporated, it is a Alabama NonProfit Corporation.
It is highly preferred for the Unincorporated Nonprofit Association
(UNA) to adopt articles of association; for example, a constitution and
by-laws, which will be legally binding and provide the basis for actions
by the UNA and for the rights of the
members. At a minimum, the following issues should be addressed in the
Articles of Association (Constitution
and By-Laws):
 date of formation

 declaration of formation and nonprofit purpose
 definition of ”member” and qualifications for membership
 delegation of governance and
management to the governing body
and succession and removal
 issues that require ratification of
members
 method of margin of voting by
members
 appointment of agents
 source and use of funds and their
security
 events of dissolution and dispositionof assets and dissolution
 indemnification for governing
body principals
 governing law and dispute resolution
A chapter's constitution and bylaws serve as the chapter’s Articles
of Association. If your chapter does
not have or can not find a copy of its
constitution and by-laws, then your
chapter should adopt one.
Please send your chapter's constitution and by-laws to chancellor Roy
Robertson (rrobertson@balch.com)
for his review with a copy to president
Billings (david.billings@uah.edu).

Liability insurance encouraged
For several years the insurance committee of the National Society has been
looking at ways to help state societies and chapters with their insurance needs,
since they do not have coverage through our national program.
It was determined that the primary focus should be Directors and Officers
Liability coverage. Every state and each chapter has some exposure in this area,
regardless of size, assets or activities. While nonprofit organizations enjoy the
benefits of the Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 and state statutes provide some
immunity while serving as a volunteer, they do not eliminate a need for D & O
coverage if purchased at a reasonable cost.
The goal of the insurance committee was to try to give peace of mind to those
individuals who are concerned about their personal assets while serving as a
director. Legal costs can be extremely high even if the claim is groundless.
Great American Insurance Company has offered as a plan that provides $1
million in coverage with a $1000 retention on each claim. Annual premium is
$250 plus tax of $18. State and chapters are covered under one master policy
with an effective date of Dec. 1, 2011. Each chapter has to determine their need
and act accordingly. This coverage is strictly voluntary.
If you have questions about applying for the liability insurance, contact Dick
Burks at dburks@vzecins.com or 502-736-0907.

preservation of the historical record of our Society by
promoting awareness that all members, chapter historians and Society officers contribute to this endeavor.
In order to promote awareness of our Society’s history, President Billings has encouraged the placement
on our Society web site the lists of past presidents of
the Alabama Society, Presidents General and Vice
Presidents General who were a member of our Society
and Alabama Society members who have received the
NSSAR Minuteman Award, which is the highest
award presented for service to the National Society.
Over time we will add other historically significant
documents and histories related to our Society.
As a chapter historian or a chapter member you may
be asked questions by new members or long-time
members about your chapter or the Society’s history.
As the historian I am asked to provide answers to such
questions as, who was the first president of the Tennessee Valley chapter or how is Goldsmith Bernard West
connected to the Alabama Society?
Some of these questions are answered via our web
site, some may be answered from our Board of Managers meeting reports; other answers come from your
chapter’s handbook which has been preserved in our
archive at Samford University. However these questions are unable to be answered when these records are
not preserved. If your chapter or a past ALSSAR officer did not make sure these records were placed in our
archives, then the answers may never be found.
Whether you are the chapter historian or chapter
president, or an Alabama Society officer, please make
sure you send your records to the ALSSAR historian. If
you wish to give me your records at the annual meeting
I will be happy to take these historical documents to
our archives.
Each chapter should elect a historian. In some chapters the office may be one where you have a secretary/
historian. In addition to the information provided by
the chapter president in his BOM reports or annual
report, the following historical records are solicited to
be provided to the state historian in a paper format:
chapter minutes and chapter newsletters. Other documents such as newspaper articles about events and
personalities, member obituaries and significant photographs should be provide in a digital format.
These records should be scanned and the images
placed on a CD. Please include a file on the CD which
includes the following information: the chapter name,
the name of the person submitting these images and the
date. Please also label the outside of the CD with the
chapter name and date. All documents may be sent to
me at 3117 Canterbury Place, Vestavia Hills, AL
35243. If you have questions please contact me at folive@mindspring.com.
—Fred Olive

S A R A LA B A MA

PAGE 8

VOLUM E 25, NU MBER 4

Alabama Society
Sons of the American Revolution
Annual Convention Registration
February 24 - 25, 2012
Huntsville, Alabama

The Tennessee Valley Chapter invites all compatriots and their guests to the ALSSAR State Convention, February
24th - 25th at the Marriott located just off I565 near the Space and Rocket Center. A reception will be held on Friday
evening from 6:30 - 8:00 pm to give attendees a chance to meet and greet each other. A George Washington/
Southern District Breakfast will be held Saturday morning at 7:00 am. The ALSSAR Annual Business Meeting will
follow at 9:00 am and the Orations Contest will be at 11:15 am.
We have reserved a block of rooms at a special rate of $95.00 per night plus applicable taxes. If you are active or
retired military or federal civil service, you can get a government rate of $86.00 with proper identification. The reservation line for Marriott is 888-299-5174. You must ask for the ALSSAR Group to get the special rate. Hotel reservation deadline is February 3, 2012. If you have to cancel a room reservation, you must do so 48 hours prior to your
arrival. Make your reservations early to assure that you have a room. There is no charge for parking!

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE AT ALL FUNCTIONS
NAME:________________________________

CHAPTER:_________________________________

OFFICE HELD:________________________

NAME OF GUEST(S)________________________

REGISTRATION FEE:

SAR MEMBERS:

_____x $40

$__________

GUESTS:

_____x $15

$__________

GEORGE WASHINGTON/SOUTHERN DISTRICT BREAKFAST:
7:00am Saturday

_____x $25

$__________

SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET:

(Black tie for head table and new officers. Others: black tie, uniform, or coat and tie; appropriate dress for ladies.)

7:00pm Saturday

_____x $45

$__________

PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER FOR EACH ENTRÉE SELECTION(s)
London Broil _______

Portabella Stuffed Chicken_______
TOTAL ENCLOSED:

$__________

Mail your registration form along with you check payable to: Tennessee Valley Chapter, SAR to:
Robert Hammond
ALSSAR 2012 Convention
1111 Somerset Circle
Huntsville, AL 35803
Please indicate how many in your party will attend the Friday night reception________

