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It is only with the heart that one can see rightly. What is essential is invisible to the eye.

(Antoine de St. Exupery)

This quote, although not Biblical, sums up the ministry of Jesus Christ and our call to discipleship. We are about to
enter the Lenten season, and Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day. (It has caused a bit of consternation.) Perhaps
it is a good day to enter into this season of intentional personal reflection, repentance and prayer. Loving others is at
the core of the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.

Valentine’s Day has roots in both a pagan Roman festival and Christen martyrdom. Valentine was the name
of a Christian around 270 AD. He was jailed and executed by the Roman government for his steadfastness of
Christian discipleship and his refusal to acquiesce to Roman religion and culture. VValentine was martyred, and later

made a saint by the church.

The essence of God’s character is unconditional love and mercy. This essence is made known in Jesus. The
Gospel message is all about loving others. In doing so, we show our love for God. It is not enough to say we witness
to and proclaim the love of Jesus if in our daily lives we do not reflect it in our actions. This is especially true with
respect to the least of these, and those considered outcasts. Over and over again Jesus tells us in stories and actions
how to love others, and he commands us to love as he loved.

This Lenten season, let’s take time to examine our lives as individuals, households, and as a faith community
to see how we are following the loving example and command of Jesus in this time and place in God’s world. Let’s
also consider how we are breaking God’s heart when we do not love in the way of Jesus.

This Valentine/Ash Wednesday, we will gather at 7:00pm for a time of worship to begin our Lenten Love
Journey. Come and join your church family to begin this journey.

Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest? He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. 3 And a
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the

prophets.” (Matthew 22:36-40)

| give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. (John 13:34-35)
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We Remember

Interesting things heard through the years:

--1 like it when the green people sing happy. (former
Choir robes were green)

--Stop crying. God hasn’t given up on us yet, and I
don’t think he ever will.

--How about we burn that Christmas tree out on the
ice.

--People don’t know. They just don’t know they don’t
know.

--It won’t matter what you say, Mrs. Payden won’t let
you do it.

--1 could bring a crane over and get rid of that tree.
--The light pole is shooting out sparks.

--YOU CAN DO IT!

--Don’t know how, but we ended the year in the black.
--That’s nice, Mrs. Payden, but you don’t have to go to
the Middle School tomorrow.

--Why do we do the same story every Christmas?
--Wanna see my scar?

--Mrs. Payden, you look like an angel standing there.
--Has she been a member for a long time?! She was
conceived in this church.

--This is my Pastor, and this is my, uh, “Pastorette.”
--1 live down on south Chicago Ave, but my home is at
First Congregational Church.

2018 Offering Envelopes & 2017 Statements

Please pick up your 2017 statements. They are in the
box near the East windows in the lounge. In the same
area are the 2018 Offering Envelopes. Please check to
see if your name is on one of the boxes. If you do not
need them, please put your name on the yellow “Do
Not Need” sheet.

Our Church’s Wider Mi

Did you know 75% of your OCWM dollars support the
ministries of our Wisconsin Conference that are
essential to your congregation? These ministries
include staffing support for Search and Call,
Ministerial Authorization, Clergy Care,
Congregational Vitality and Conference Programs.
They also support Lay Academy, Youth Ministry and
our two camps (Pilgrim Center and Moon Beach).
Additionally, these dollars provide administrative
services, communications, and the fixed costs
necessary to support our mission.

The remaining 25% support the mission of the Wider
Church, including the national UCC, which provides
Global Ministries, Justice Initiatives, MESA (Ministry,
Excellence, Support and Authorization), as well as
these UCC partnerships: Campus Ministries,
Wisconsin Council of Churches, Wisconsin Health &
Human Services Ministries, and Seminaries.

At the Annual Meeting on January 21 our members
approved a goal of $26,000 for OCWM in 2018!

Parents!

In the back of the Sanctuary are several

things for small children to use during worship
if they are not in the Nursery.

They include coloring sheets, plain paper,
crayons and coloring pencils, "l S p yjabs,
stitching cards and picture books. Often the
crayons and coloring sheets are tossed around
on the table and left in a mess following
worship. Sheets colored and drawn on are left
with blank ones. Crayons are dumped in the
basket rather than placed back in bags and
often broken. PLEASE Help to make sure
your children replace things gently back where
they belong. If sheets are used, throw them
away or take them with yo u after worship In
addition, please do not let children write  and
draw on the Visitor cards!  There is scrap
paper provided in the pews. Many Visitor cards
are thrown out because they are marked up.



=P
Come one and all!
ANNUAL SUPER BOWL
OF CHILI LUNCH

(and hot dogs)
SUNDAY FEB. 4

Middle and high school youth will be
hosting a chili and hot dog lunch following
worship. Proceeds from this lunch go to
our youth ministry fund for retreats and
programming!

Carry out or dine in:
Chili $5.00

Hot Dog $3.00
Both $7.50

Each middle and high school family
provides a pot of chili and a pan of
bars. (Please do not bring chili frozen.)
Either meat or vegetarian chili is fine.

Lenten Exploration and Conversations
about Racism and Privilege

.v

What is racism?

What is institutional racism mean?

What is “white” privilege?

How do we contribute to racism
intentionally or unintentionally?

x  Why is it important and what does it mean
for us as disciples of Jesus to confront these
issues?

X X X X

These are some of the questions we will be
exploring and discussing during Lent. They are
difficult and sometimes polarizing. Lent is a time to
honestly dig deeper, opening our eyes, minds and
hearts into an understanding of Christian discipleship
in light of contemporary issues. Racism is such an
issue that continues to plague our world and infiltrate
our social fabric.

Come for all or any of the following times to
dig deeper and reflect on this issues and those
surrounding it. Each session may build on the one
before it. But if you can’t attend all, please attend some
and you will be “brought up to speed. We may not be
able to answer the above questions completely. But it
is worthwhile to explore if we are to truly love our
neighbors as ourselves.

U Wed., Feb.4 @ 7pm

U Sun., Feb. 25 following Worship
U Sun. March 4 following Worship
0 Wed. March 14 @ 7pm

Dr. Jennifer Harvey, author of Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliatiowill be
speaking on February 10 from 10am to noon at Calvary Memorial UCC, 4515 N. Mayfair Rd, Wauwatosa.

Harvey, a Professor of Religion at Drake University in Des Moines, specializes in encounters of religion and ethics
with race, gender, activism, politics, spirituality, justice, and other aspects of social life.

Advance registrations are welcome through the W1 Conference of the UCC. To register, and for more information, go
to www.wcucc.org. Persons are also welcome to register at the door. The cost is $10.00.
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CHURCH FUN NIGHT/MARDI GRAS
Sunday, February 11 from 4 to 7pm

An evening of fun for the whole church family and friends!
All ages invited. Come for as long as you can. Babies welcome!!!

Board games

Mask making

Face painting

Door Prizes

Music

Potluck dinner: bring a food item to share - the richer, the better!

Wear bright or mismatched clothes for fun if you have any.

Ending with the burning of | ast yea

X X X X X X X X

/8\/8\/8\/A\
Fellowship
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Summer Church Camp Registration
IS NOW OPEN!

Register for Summer Church Camp by going to
WWW.UCCI.Oorg

There are camps for all ages, half week or full
week; Grandparent and Me, Parent and Me for
young ones (2day); children, teens, Families, and
adults.

Check it out. Most of our families and youth go to
Pilgrim Center located on Green Lake since it is
closer. The congregation can provide
scholarships along with the Southeast Association
of the Wisconsin Conference and the UCCI.
(United Church Camps Inc.)

Farewell Sunday for P aydens

Sunday June 24  will be the last Sunday
morning worship for Revs. Payden. The service in
the morning will be at our summer schedule
9:30am An open celebration will follow in the
afternoon at the Oak Creek Community Center.
(Details to come) Mark your calendars!

Ash Wednesday Service
February 14 @ 7:00pm
Beginning a Lenten Love Journey

.v

an hour service including the imposition of ashes
for those who wish to have them

Faith Quest

-

Preparations for February 25, 2018

1. Continue to plan and carry out the extra tasks. Talk
with mentor/companions.

2. With your mentor read the following and discuss
them using the questions below.
John 16:5-25; Acts 2:1-18; Galatians 5:22-26;
Ephesians 4:1-13
U What do these texts tell us about the Holy
Spirit?
U How does the Holy Spirit of God work?
U How is the Spirit of God working in you? (be
as specific as possible)
0 What gifts of the Spirit do you possess? (list
them!)
U How do you use them on behalf of God?
U  What do we mean in the church when we talk
about the "triune” God?

3. Interview 2 others (outside of family and mentor)
about the Holy Spirit.

4. Research the etymology of the word “spirit”.

5. Look at the UCC Statement of Faith - what does it
say about the Holy Spirit? (NCH or on-line)

6. If you have not helped with a church event - Mardi
Gras/Fun Night is Sun. Feb.11

7. Do a Random Act of Kindness (RAK) for someone
(not family members or close friend) in honor of St.
Valentine’s Day.

8. Attend Ash Wednesday service — Wed., Feb. 14 @
7pm.
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Faith Growing at Home
Observing Lent

Lent is a season of intentional reflection, repentance, and preparation in the church. It begins with Ash Wednesday
and lasts for 40 days, not counting Sundays. The final week of Lent is Holy Week, during which we remember the
final events in the earthly life of Jesus. The color for Lent is purple. It is the color of repentance and royalty.
Repentance means to “turn around” or to change. In the early church, Lent was the time potential converts prepared
for baptism. Easter Sunday is the great baptismal day in the church.

Lent is a time to recall the ministry, passion, and death of Jesus the Christ. It is an introspective time to reflect upon
our own call to servant hood as followers of Christ and examine how we need to change. Lent is a special time for
engaging in or beginning spiritual practices.

Lent is a serious and sometimes somber time. It is an important one in the life of the church. It is a season often
forgotten and lost in our hectic daily lives. Many people skip from Christmas to Easter without taking time in our
lives to reflect on the ministry of Jesus and it’s meaning in our lives as disciples. Lent helps us prepare for the joyous
celebration of new life and hope on Easter — Resurrection Day!

Find ways to observe this season in your hame

A Attend worship! Sundays, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Bring children- elementary
age and above!

A Tell or read stories about the life of Jesus. Read from a Bible or storybook.

A Read a Gospel. With older children choose one of the Gospels to read during the season. Each day read and
talk about a section of the Gospel until you have completed it by Easter Sunday. The Gospel of Mark was the
first written and the shortest.

A Giving of Self - Become involved in a special mission practice as a family, with friends, or through the
church. Give of yourself to others by investing your time, money or talents.

A Pray. Lentis a good season to begin this practice. Give thanks at meals. Bedtime reflection of the day. Name
others in need of help. Wonder at God’s creation!

A Bake pretzels or hot cross buns as a special Lenten treat. Find out about other special or traditional food for
the Lenten season and try them.

A Plant seeds. Now is the time to plant seeds or force some bulbs to grow. By Easter Sunday, you will see new
growth.

A Share stories about family members or others that are examples of discipleship and following the way of Jesus
Christ.

1 Wonder about how you are or your household is being the loving presence of Jesus Christ in the world. What
needs to change with you to help you do this better?

_r



Kefa Project Fundraiser

Last spring Rachel Payden was part of a mission
trip to Kigali, Rwanda to work at the Kefa Project.
https://www.facebook.com/kefaproject/
or

http://kefaproject.org/

Rachel and other Milwaukee area volunteers are
hosting a fundraiser for this fine outreach to the
youth of Kigali!

The event will be at the Greenfield Community
Center on Saturday, March 39, (7215 W. Cold
Spring Rd.)

The night includes:

- A delicious catered meal.

- A presentation and information from the Director
of Kefa and Milwaukee area Volunteers.

- Free childcare provided.

Tickets: $30 person

Table (for 8): $225

Contact Rachel Payden (email) for tickets.
Share with friends!

The Kefa Project is a 501(c)3 nonprofit. We use soccer,
education, business training, and discipleship to empower
homeless youth and their families to get off the streets.

Lunch Bunch Cook Needed
Greetings!

My name is Mattie and | am the Administrative
Assistant and Lunch Bunch Coordinator at University
Christian Ministries on the UMlilwaukee campus.

We are looking foa parttime paidcook to help with
our lunch programdg-ere is a description of the
postition:

University Christian Ministries (UCM) represents the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) on the UW-Milwaukee
(UWM) campus. Presently we have a part-time, paid
opening for a cook to assist UWM students in
providing 2 to 3 lunches each week. The food is
provided by a local non-profit and simply needs
preparation and serving. If interested, or if you would
like further information, please contact UCM at 414-
962-5460 or email ucm@uwm.edu.

Thanks,

Mattie Barnhart

Lunch Bunch Coordinatér Administrative Assistant
University Christian Ministries

2211 E. Kenwood Blvd.

Milwaukee, WI153211

WANTED!

LOOKING FOR

Ushers!

~ Hand out bulletins. Collect Offering
- Check the pews. Count heads.
nstructions are on the wall at the
est upper landing.

We have no one signed up for

February. Let the church office

know if you are able to volunteer.
(firstcongsm@att.net )
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Be the Bread!

Free Community Meal
Volunteers Needed! We are
Hosting the Meal This Month !

The Meals are the 3 ™ Thursday of each
month from 5:00 to 6:30p m Il tds gl owi

Human Concerns
February
Meats/One-dish Meals

T =

We are encouraged constantly to see how the

food barrels for Human Concerns are Faith communities and  civic organizations
take turns providing meals . We NEED church

volunteers  to help ! Mark your calendar
offering is becoming more and more forthe 3 '@ Thursday |, thismonth Feb.15 ®

necessary as food pantries find their clientele and stop by to see if help is needed -
increasing. The suggested items for February especially before 6:30pm for ¢ lean -up.
are Meats/One-dish Meals. Donations may
be left in the food barrels on the stairways.

receiving your donations. This second-mile

Thank you!
- ‘; -
L‘fgf‘i
St. Vincent De Paul
Meals Program
The second Friday of the month we provide Desserts for the St. Vincent De Paul meal site.
Have your cookies, bars or cupcakes - store bought or homemade - at the Uhrig front porch

(421 Hawthorne Ave., So. Mi lwaukee), by 3:00pm. OR bring to the church office Thursday or
Friday, 9 -11am, OR drop off at Paydens - but call first.



Raise the ROOF
On the Addition!

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Our church provides  Blessed Prayer
Shawls , blankets and quiltsto ~ anyone in

The Trustee Board has  begun a Roof Fund. need of comfort. We are always in need of

In the upcoming years the roof on the more shawls, blankets and quilts. The

office addition will need to be replaced. shawls can be knitted or  crocheted. The

The Board wants to begin to secure funding blankets and quilts are also handmade.

for the major expense now. Consider a

second mile gift to this Fund whenever The shawls, blankets and quilts shoul d be

you are able. sized to allow the person to wrap it around
themselves and feel the blessings. Here are
some measurements to guide you: 60

inches in length and 24 inches wide. Again,
this is an estimate on the size.

If you do not knit or crochet, you can donate
yarn to someone in the church, to make the
shawls. If you have any questions please
% call Mary Cay Reilly, 764 -0443.

5

’;j Smile, You Are Needed!

If you would like to give one of these
zl prayerful gifts to someone you know of ,

’ Be a Greeter! please contact Debbie or Tom Payden or

Mary Cay Reilly.

Y-

* Individuals or families are needed to greet. ‘

 Show up at 9:40 at the Pine Street door.

é_ Smile and shake hands until 10:00. - ,&3,”

.'_;;_We need Greeters for February 11, 14, 18 e
& 25. If you are able to greet, email the

office at firstcongsm@att.net. > ' P
a\&(’&” Ve
%‘9% Sl 4/7///’7//0?7 -
N é;’:}
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LECTIONARY READINGS

Feb 04

Feb 11

Feb 18

Feb 25

Isa 40:21 -31

Ps 147:1 -11, 20c
1Cor9:16 -23
Mark 1: 29-39

2 Kings 2:1 -12
Ps 50:1 -6

1 Cor 4:3 -6
Mark 9:2 -9

Gen 9:8 -17

Ps 25:1 -10

1 Peter 3:18 -22
Mark 1: 9-15

Genl7:1 -7,15 -16

Ps 22:23 -31
Rom 4:13 -25
Mark

LAY READERS

Feb 04 Ruth Schmidt

Feb 11 Jim Franecki

Feb 18 Kay Lussier

Feb 25 VOLUNTEER NEEDED
GREETERS

Feb 04 Mary Cay & Tim Reilly
Feb 11 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Feb 14 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Feb 18 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Feb 25

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

USHERS

Feb 04 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Feb 11 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Feb 14 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Feb 18 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Feb 25 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
ACOLYTES

Feb 04 Ennis Hildebrandt

Feb 11 Dirk Pawlak

Feb 18 Ryan Van Duser

Feb 25 Trey Pawlak

NURSERY ROOM SUPERVISOR S

Feb 04
Feb 11
Feb 18

Feb 25

Betsy & Tony Simmons

Suzy Konz & Shannon Zepecki
Maureen & Scott Kennedy -
Harlan

The Lopez Family

3 Please Note:  If you are unable to serve
on your appointed date i please find a
replacement and let the church office know

www.shutterstockcom 147949169



TREASURERS REPORT

Ending December 31,2017

Operating Account

Beginning Bal. $85 .40
Receipts $ 20,283.64
Expenses $ 13,812 .65
Ending Bal. $6,556.39

Benevolence Account
Beginning Bal. $0.00
Receipts $ 4,300 .27
Expenses $ 4,300 .27
Ending Bal. $0.00

Directory Updates

Keep up to date with us onFacebook : First
Congregational United Church of Christ South
Milwaukee. Share with others and have them

Like us!

And on our W eb Page -
www.firstconguccsm.com

To contact the Cemetery Operations
Committee for Congregational Cemetery
email congcemeterysm@gmail.com

First Congregational U.C.C.
Benevolence Summary
As of December 31, 217
July August September October Nowvember December YD Budget Difference

OCWM § 240416 |5 208807 ($ 192176 (% 230376 (% 3,03635(3F 3240205 26059.09 [$ 2600000 |5 59.09
Hops House 100.00 700.00 550.00 150.00
=M Human Concems - 300.00 - 110.00 1,230.00 550.00 740.00
St Vincent DePaul 100.00 705.00 550.00 155.00
M Interfaith 100.00 820.00 550.00 100.00
Frizdens Food Panfry 100.00 750.00 550.00 200.00
Sojoumer Family Peace Center 100.00 28500 na na
Stregthen the Church 375.00 na na
Neighbors in Nesd 26.00 417.00 - 44300 na na
Guest House - na na
Christmas Fund 44200 44700 na na
OGHS 1,01B.78 na na
Flood Relief - -
Humricane Relief 138793 125.00
VANCD Fes B.O7 B.OT B.O7 B.07 B.07 B8.07 95.71 na na
CROP Walk 50.00 50.00 na na

Totals § 241225(|% 207644 (% 334376 (& 320383 (% 304442|% 430027 % 3297258 [$ 2675000 |5 140409
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From Human Concerns of South Milwaukee

Staff and Parishioners,

Thank you so much for your generous donation to
South Milwaukee Human Concerns. Your donation
will provide needed resources in our community.
Thanks so much!

Debra DeBoer, Director

N

d

world for all

From the United Church of Christ

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your gift to the United Church of Christ.
Per your request, it will be designated as follows:
--$62.50 for International Emergency—disaster relief;
and

--$62.50 for Emergency USA—disaster relief.

Your support of the UCC is extremely important to the
work we do. Through it, you partner with us to
support programs and services coordinated through the
national setting to help local, national, and global
communities change lives for the better.

Faithfully,
Nichole M. Collins
Assoc. Director, Annual Giving & Special Events

From Hope House

Thank you for your recent donation of $100 to Hope
House of Milwaukee! It is contributions like yours
that keep us going and have a direct impact on the
homeless people served by Hope House. You are
helping families get back on their feet and we are
grateful.

Through your generous commitment to our
community, we have been able to diversify our
programming and reach an increasing number of needy
people in Milwaukee over the last 30 years. Thank
you for being a part of our mission to end
homelessness and create healthy communities. We
truly appreciate your support.

Sincerely,

Jim Farrell, Development Director

December 31, 2017

(This is a Thank You letter received in response to the
church’s $100 check sent from the surplus of
Benevolence funds in 2017.)
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31 1 2 3
Church Fun Night/Mardi Gras
Sunday, February 11th, from 4 to 7pm
Chuoir 6:30pm A4 730
4 5 1] 7 B b 10
Worship/ Communion
1mono
chili Lunch Stewardship 6:30 Meals Program
e kune Mission 7:00
AA 7230 Ah 730 Trusteas Bd 6:30 AA T30
11 . 12 13 14 15 16 17
Worship/DIT 10:00
Fun Night/Mardi Gras Haosting Free Adult Retreat Adult Retreat
400 - 72040 Ash Wednesday Community keal
AA T30 AA T30 Service 7:00 5200 -5:30 AR T30
18 19 20 21 23 23 24
Worship/DIT 10:040 Bell Tower
Items Ciue Faith Formation Ed
Adult Retreat 700 Lant Racism
&4 730 Al 730 Exploration 7:00 A8 730
25 ] 26 27 2B . .
Waorship/DIT 10:00 Lenten Exploration and Conversations
Raci Exploration - . .
AcISm xpiaration About Racism and Privilege
following worship
Faith Quest 2:00 Feb 21 & 29, March 4 & 14
al T30 Ad 730




FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ

1111 N. Chicago Avenue

South Milwaukee, WI 53172

&, ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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Feb 2018 oy EIGHsOR
ebruary 3
Bell Tower '
ST. FRAN(IS DE SALES \

Contacts for the Church:
Office Telephone: 414 -762-3121
Pastors: Deborah A. Payden & Thomas N. Payden

Email : firstcongsm@att.net
Website:  www.firstconguccsm.com




