Are you dreaming of a white Christmas?

There’s a little boy who lives with me who would be enthralled to wake up to a blanket of snow on Christmas morning.

I know most of us with busy lives that take us here, there and everywhere hate the snow, but don’t we all wish for a covering on that one day of the year when we tend to stay nestled in the comfort of our homes?

Wouldn’t we all join in that little boy’s rapture looking out on a white Christmas wonderland? Would we, perhaps, be just as keen to look for sleigh tracks on the fresh white carpet?

What are the chances of a white Christmas?

Well, the light snow experienced in early December cut the Bookmakers odds to 3/1. But if we base our guess on the recent past, the chances are actually quite slim.

Our images of a white Christmas, the ones that still adorn many Christmas cards come to us from the Victorian era and before. These early Victorian times were considerably colder than today, a mini ice age in fact, lasting into the second half of the 19th century.

When Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol in 1843 white a Christmas was very common.
Since then Global and British temperatures have risen steadily. The last of the famous winter fairs to be held on the frozen river Thames was as long ago as 1814!

Official figures say we now get a white Christmas every five years or so. However, how is this ‘White Christmas’ defined? One definition needs only a single snowflake to fall in the whole 24 hours of Christmas Day; another needs this snowflake to fall on the London Weather Centre!

We probably get ‘real’ snow, the sort that settles and gives a proper covering less than once every ten years.

The last time was in 2004, and in the 20th century there were, in fact, only 7 proper white Christmases in total!

Weather Lore says, ‘White Christmas, Green Easter.’ The inference here is that an early start to the real winter snow means an early finish.

Those of us who continue to hate the snow and are unable to find the inner child should understand that cold weather may help to prevent the spread of illness and disease and remember the old adage. ‘A green Christmas makes a fat Churchyard.’
