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LWV Annual Meeting: A Visit from Mrs. Stanton
democracy. Surely the new republic would benefit
from having women play more active roles throughout
society. The Seneca Falls women decided to call a
Women’s Rights Convention to discuss the social,
civil, and religious condition and rights of women. In
the history of Western civilization no similar public
meeting had ever been called.
Ms. Vorbach conveyed Elizabeth Stanton with humor, irony,
enthusiasm, conviction and great depth of emotion. Those
times were brought vividly to light by Ms. Vorbach’s
interpretation. Stanton was shown as a visionary who, ahead
of her time, recognized the need for changes in marriage
and divorce law as well as voting rights. The times portrayed
were long ago but the issues are relevant still today.
Eileen Vohrbach (as Elizabeth Cady Stanton) with incoming
League President Cate Whitcomb (L) and outgoing President
Susan Black (R)

by Cate Whitcomb
The Annual Meeting of the League of Women Voters of
Evanston had the privilege of hearing Mrs. Elizabeth Cady
Stanton talk about her life and work. The skillful portrayal of
Mrs. Stanton by WomanLore’s Eileen Vorbach transported
the audience to the 1840’s and the early beginnings of the
decades-long struggle for women’s rights and suffrage.
From the introduction to the 45 minute monologue:
The Women’s Rights Movement marks July 13, 1848
as its beginning. On that sweltering summer day in
Seneca Falls, New York, a young housewife and
mother, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was invited to tea
with four women friends. When the course of their
conversation turned to the situation of women,
Stanton poured out her discontent with the limitations
placed on her own situation under America’s new

Editor’s Note: If you need a
shot of inspiration, or a
reminder of why the League
does what it does, Mrs.
Stanton’s keynote address
at Seneca Falls is a rich
resource:
The right is ours. Have it,
we must. Use it, we will.
The pens, the tongues, the
fortunes, the indomitable
wills of many women are
already pledged to secure
this right. The great truth
that no just government
can be formed without the
consent of the governed
we shall echo and re-echo
in the ears of the unjust
judge, until by continual
coming we shall weary him.

Read the entire text here: http://www.greatamericandocuments.com/speeches/stanton-seneca-falls.html

President’s Letter
A younger colleague asked me recently why I served as President of the
League of Women Voters of Evanston, as she knew I wasn’t being paid for all
of this work. She couldn’t understand why someone would commit all of those
hours to something if there wasn’t pay involved. I recognized immediately this
was a generational issue as while I was growing up, my parents instilled in me
a commitment to public service. It’s clearly not money that’s driving my
involvement or that of any member who has been heavily committed to the
work of our League. I know I have quoted Mary Ann Weston in an earlier
President’s letter when she reminded me—at my first annual meeting in 2007—
that League members have a particular reputation for working their fingers to
the bone, and when they are asked to do an additional task, they generously
take on the responsibility. This dedication has been so evident to me over the
three years I have served as President.
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I am so exceptionally grateful for every contribution that League members have
made to make the League visible in our community. We are putting together
a wonderful rally on June 14 to celebrate 100 years of Illinois women voting.
We will have the Ridgeville Park Band playing patriotic songs and Mayor Liz
Tisdahl and Cook County Commissioner Larry Suffredin will be speaking.
Rumor has it that U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky will also lend her voice
to the event, along with other surprises. We’ll be waving our flags, wearing our
Victorian hats, and registering new voters while bringing traffic on Chicago
Avenue to a halt. This celebration is the culmination of a partnership that’s
been in the making for the past year with other Evanston civic organizations
and we hope to continue collaborating with these organizations as time
marches forward.
But before I end my message about service, I want to ask each of you who
have been contributing so many hours to serving the League through your
work on the local government committee, the observer corps, the board of
directors, judging entries in the District 65/LWVE U.S. Constitution Contest,
or any other League duty, to think about the number of hours you have
volunteered and please consider adding your hours to the website for
Volunteer Evanston. I calculated a portion of time in very rough numbers for a
three month period and I was almost afraid to make the calculation for three
years. However, for every minute that I volunteered, I have had an immense
sense of satisfaction in serving my community and becoming far more
knowledgeable about the work of the League of Women Voters in Evanston
(and across the United States). Clearly our work is highly valued and while it
may not rival the charity auction donations that are made for issues that tug
at the public’s emotional heartstrings, our community is stronger and our
government knows we are watching every move they
make to keep them accountable. Now it is time to
teach the younger generation the value of
volunteering and how money isn’t everything.
What will you do in the future that makes that
message come through loud and clear?

Susan

Thank you very much for all of your contributions.
I have been enriched by your generosity.
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100 Years of Illinois Women Voting: evanston celebrates!

by Lori Osborne, Evanston Women’s History Project
100 years ago in June 1913, Illinois women won the right to
vote. The story of the battle for suffrage in Illinois is important
for several reasons:
● Illinois was the first state east of the Mississippi to expand
the vote to women;
● Illinois was a more populous state than any previous state
to give women the vote; and,
● Illinois women were able to vote for Presidential electors,
shifting the balance of power in national elections.
The victory in Illinois propelled the national suffrage movement into
its final phase, leading to the ratification of the 19th amendment
in 1920. For Evanstonians, this moment is even more important,
as Evanston women were largely responsible for bringing this
important victory to all Illinois women.
To honor the occasion, a partnership of Evanston organizations
is planning a celebratory Suffrage rally, Friday June 14 at 5
pm at the Frances Willard house, 1730 Chicago Avenue. Live
music, historic re-enactments, and speeches by local officials
will be featured. Led by the Evanston League of Women Voters,
the partners include the City of Evanston, Evanston History
Center, Evanston Women’s History Project, Frances Willard
Historical Association, Woman’s Club of Evanston, and the
YWCA Evanston/North Shore. LWV volunteer registrars will be
on hand, and eligible new voters are encouraged to come and
register. The event is free and open to the public. As part of the
celebration, the City of Evanston declared June 14, 2013 to be
officially 100 Years of Women Voting day.

For more information about this and additional statewide
events, and the historical significance of the anniversary, visit
the Illinois League of Women Voters website http://www.lwvil.org.
Event flyer www.lwve.org/files/votes_for_women_2013_flyer.pdf.
For more about the yearlong celebration of Evanston’s 150th
Anniversary visit www.evanston150.org.

LWVe calendar of events
Friday, June 7 to Sunday, June 9
LWVIL State convention in Bloomingdale, IL
Saturday, June 8 2:00 pm
Evanston Public Library
“Iron Jawed Angels” Free Admission
Friday, June 14 5:00 - 7:00 pm
rally celebrating 100 Years of
Illinois Women Voting
Frances Willard House Museum
1730 Chicago Avenue in Evanston
Tuesday, June 18 7:00 - 9:00 pm
“Stormwater – From the Ground Up”
Sponsored by the Lake Michigan LWV
St. Augustine’s Church
1140 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette
All programs are free unless otherwise noted.
For more information call 847-866-7844
or visit Calendar Updates at: www.lwve.org
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State Legislators Address Pension crisis
and other Issues at Town hall Forum
by Betty Hayford

stressed the difficult and careful negotiations still needed to
reach a fair solution.

On April 4 State Representative Robyn Gabel and State
Senator Daniel Biss reached out to provide an opportunity for
rich exchange with constituents at a Town Hall Forum at the
Morton Civic Center.
Biss and Gabel launched their remarks with a detailed picture
of the current budget dilemma and possible solutions, a
dilemma shaped by the massive unfunded liability in the state
employee and teacher pensions. They mentioned additional
items they had proposed or supported, but the large crowd
gathered in the Parasol Room focused on the pension system
and fears about reductions in pension levels.
Many teachers and state employees, some already retired,
protested efforts to reduce pensions defined in their contracts.
Both Biss and Gabel explained their reluctance to make cuts,
but insisted that the current situation is untenable. Biss has
taken the lead in shaping a comprehensive initiative to limit
pension costs while protecting low income retirees. They also

Both legislators also cited the need to increase revenue to
provide adequate services for Illinois residents. A wellbalanced set of reforms to the tax system is necessary,
and Biss described his work towards the Graduated Rate
Income Tax, a change which requires amending the Illinois
Constitution. LWV Illinois is part of a broad coalition
working to get this amendment on the ballot in 2014, with
active support from Evanston.
Both speakers mentioned a number of other issues pending
in this session. There was strong audience interest in
establishing regulatory oversight over efforts to begin
fracking in the southern part of the state, reflecting concern
for potential damage to the environment and water
resources, as well as skepticism over the economic benefits
of fracking. The audience expressed enthusiasm for Biss’s
efforts to restrict the use of drones by law enforcement
agencies or commercial companies.

Stormwater – From the Ground Up
First the storm, then the flood, and then very
soon the meeting at the village hall. But
stormwater issues are more than a village
problem. As many of the participants at the
Glenview Village Board of Trustees meeting
on May 21 pointed out, this is a regional
issue that needs regional solutions. There
are a lot of smart people whose expertise
needs to be tapped for input. How does the
communication get going?

problems but also at the flooding crisis in a
holistic, regional fashion that leads to a
possible framework for solutions. This issue
can’t be dealt with only by government
agencies; a problem of this magnitude will
involve non-governmental organizations as
well as opportunities for individual homeowner action.

Join the Glenview League of Women Voters
on Tuesday, June 18th, 7 – 9 pm at St. Augustine’s church,
1140 Wilmette Ave., Wilmette IL, for a forum exploring regional
stormwater issues.
Speakers will include:
David St.Pierre, Executie Director, Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District
Diane Tecic, Director, Illinois Coastal Management Program,
Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources
Judy Beck, Lake Michigan Manager, US EPA GLNPO, sees this
forum as the beginning of a discussion about intense storms
occurring in this part of Lake Michigan watershed and the
consequences to homeowners. “No one expects to be required
to take a test on watershed literacy when they get their
mortgage.” Beck sees Leagues along the shores of Lake
Michigan looking not only at their unique local stormwater

As Henrietta Saunders, President of the
Lake Michigan League of Women Voters,
explains, “An additional goal of the
program is to educate the public about the administrative
underpinnings of stormwater management in our region.
Weather events are occurring now in ways that were not anticipated when our infrastructure was built.”
Henrietta continued, “The LWV is in the forefront of advocacy on
climate change issues at the national level and we see this forum
as an element of our work to support smart adaptive solutions to
the problems that arise with our new weather conditions.”
This exciting first step is co-sponsored by the Lake Michigan
League of Women Voters — lmlwv.org, Faith in Place, Local
Leagues of Women Voters of Evanston, Glencoe, Glenview,
Winnetka-Northfield-Kenilworth, and Wilmette.
For further information contact Henrietta Saunders, 847.729.2329
or visit lakemichiganlwv.wordpress.com .
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cook county LWV Strengthens Advocacy role
By Elizabeth Hayford
Several LWV-Evanston members attended the annual meeting of
the LWV of Cook County on May 6, and responded positively to
the active advocacy role pursued by LWVCC during the past year.
LWVCC Board members continue to meet with Cook County
officials and staff on issues of transparency and accountability and
receive active responses. As a result of League recommendations
on budget hearings, decisions made in those sessions are now
more visible to the public.
Two interest groups focus attention on vital county services. The
Budget and Structure committee proposed a study on the STAR
Performance Management System, which County Board
President Toni Preckwinkle set up to measure performance in all
aspects of county government. A League group has formed to
carry out the study to evaluate the impact of the new system and
make recommendations for improvement. The STAR system
could be a tool for improving collaboration among different units
of county government as well as making it more effective.
Another League group is observing and evaluating the work of

the independent board of Health and Hospital Systems, a major
part of the county budget. The HHS board has worked for several
years to improve quality of care, reduce costs and prepare for
the systemic changes brought by the Affordable Care Act.
LWVCC has created two educational programs to help individual
leagues learn more about Cook County government. One is
a revision of the presentation Cook County Matters highlighting the structure of county government and some key
current issues. The other is a Guided Viewing of a Cook
County Board Meeting in which league members will present
a taped Board meeting with commentary and observations
on the issues and the participants. The LWVE monthly
program committee is planning a discussion of Cook County
issues this fall.
The LWVCC meeting also dealt with league business,
including adopting a budget that actually reduced the Per
Member Payment! assessed to local leagues. The group
also elected new officers, with Karin Hribar and Diane
Edmundson chosen to serve as co-presidents. Cynthia
Schilsky served as president for five years and guided much
of the good work completed during her tenure. Following
the business meeting, attendees heard from Chief Judge
Timothy Evans about the challenges of managing the
extensive Cook County Circuit Court system and his efforts
to enact reforms and create efficiencies.

Among those elected to serve on the Evanston LWV
board for the coming year are:
Back row: Casey Christensen, Vice President of
Membership; Gloria Callaci, Member-at-Large;
Mary Morris, Voter Service-Voter Registration
Front row: Jessica Feldman, Observer Corps,
Cate Whitcomb, President, and Karen Hunt,
Development Chair.

All Evanston league members are also members of the Cook
County League. Anyone who would like to get more involved
could review the league web site: www.cookcounty.il.lwvnet.org
or contact LWVCC Board members:
Karen Hunt at khunt@firstbt.com or
Betty Hayford at ehayford@gmail.com
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MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

home. community. Friendships.
Where we live, how we live and who
we share our lives with - they are all a
matter of choice. Is there any reason to
give up those choices as we get older?
Keep your options open with North
Shore Village, a member- driven
organization for older adults who
want to “age in place.”
Join us at an informal
coffee to learn more.
Helen Gagel, Executive Director

847-721-1413
www.NorthShore-Village.org

norTh Shore
A reTIreMenT hoTeL
Carefree Retirement Living in the
Heart of Downtown Evanston
1611 Chicago Ave Ph: 877-778-6879
www.RetirementHotel.com

League of Women Voters of Evanston

The InTercoM

6

observers Summary
League observers are our “eyes and ears” at the City
Council and its standing committees, which set policy and
direction for the City. If you’d like to learn the nitty-gritty of
local government, being an observer is a great way to start.
Call Jessica Feldman, Observer Chair, at 847-864-2199 for
more information. Here’s a summary of what happened
since the last Intercom.
city council Starts Another Four Years: In mid-May, at the
first City Council meeting following the election, the Council,
made up of the same aldermen and Mayor as previously,
started another four years of activity for Evanston. Beginning
with a little festivity, the Mayor, aldermen and township officials
gathered for a reception in the Parasol Room. They had been
sworn in by Hon. Lionel Jean-Baptiste, a former alderman of
Evanston’s 2nd ward who is now a Circuit Court Judge. The Call
of the Wards, a formal last segment of each Council meeting
which gives each alderman a chance to tell of something
significant going on in her/his ward, turned out to be a major
portion of this first meeting. Each alderman took the opportunity
to thank campaign workers, voters, election workers and
especially their own families for work during the campaign.
election results and League Questionnaire: Election results
for the nine City Council races produced the same aldermen in
the same wards. The League’s questionnaire of seven issue
questions is up on the League’s website (www. lwve.org) and it
gives a good picture of what the aldermen promise for the
upcoming four years. At a recent meeting, the City Manager
presented a set of goals under the headings of SWOT: S for
Strengths: (Lake and Lakeshore, Northwestern University,
Livable Community, Diverse Residents; Diversity and Affordable
Housing; W for Weaknesses: Taxes, Aging Infrastructure;
O for Opportunities: (Vibrant Economic Development, Water
Sales, Engaged Community Connections, Senior Services;
T For Threats: Safety and Crime, Government Legislation).
The City Council will set a time during the upcoming weeks
when the citizens can be involved along with the aldermen in
fleshing out these goals.
noyes cultural Arts center: After closing as a public school
in 1976, Noyes has served as a community arts center, with
various arts organizations vying for sufficient space. Recent
discussion at the Human Services Committee has resulted in
suggestions that the Piven Theater Workshop nearly triple its
space. That entails additional improvements to the structure,
estimated at $6.2 million. Under the City Manager’s spending
plan, the amount, if approved, will come from the parking fund.

Where have the Tapes Gone? League observers at the City
Council frequently hear one of the aldermen say at the end of
the meeting, “I move this meeting be adjourned and we go
into executive session.” Executive session? What is that? According to the Open Meetings Act, an executive session can be
used to discuss certain business items such as sale of property.
In this case, the aldermen discussed the possibility of the
development of the Harley Clarke mansion on the lakefront
into bed and breakfast units. A proposal had been made by a
group of developers which included the Pritzker family. It is
still under discussion. As reported in local news sources, the
tape recordings of the executive session in which the Pritzker
proposal was discussed, were erased in error.
Again—the raos—Mother or daughter Rao have appeared
again during citizen comment to denounce the treatment of
the trees on the Kendall property at Sherman and Colfax.
A photo of Padma Rao, the daughter, appeared in Evanston
Now with a handheld video camera with which she was videotaping the Mayor as she herself spoke at a recent City Council
meeting. The Raos’ challenge to restrictions on citizens’
comment filed with the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office
was rejected. The restrictions to which they objected were the
three-minute limit on speaking and the 45-minute total if there
were more than 15 citizens signed up to speak
Short Takes Discussion over a bike rack (or bike corral) at
Central and Stewart as to whether it would be covered so that
it could also serve people who were waiting for the bus. Should
Evanston continue to have its ban on drones over Evanston?
Release of the parking lease in the Maple Avenue Garage for
the developer of the 1890 Maple high rise that was never
built—the lease is almost 15 years old. Evanston Now reports
that State Sen. Daniel Biss has carefully crafted a bill which, if
signed by Gov. Quinn, would enable Evanston city government
to take over the duties of the township. It would affect only
coterminous townships.

Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages informed
and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public
policy through education and advocacy.
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