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Volunteer Holiday Party

Ike came inside during our cold
weather. His wing injury makes it
difficult for him to stay warm in
extremely cold temperatures.

Our newest Education Ambassador,
Galina the Osprey
Gordon showing off his long ear
tufts also called “plumicorns.”

You see it almost every day, birds, both large and small, perched on power lines or power poles. You take it for
granted that they are able to sit on live wires and not get electrocuted, but that’s not always true.
Birds are able to sit with both feet on the same wire and not get electrocuted because perching with both feet on
the same wire allows the electrons to flow in a closed loop, a parallel circuit, required for electricity to flow.
Birds love to sit on power lines and poles for many reasons: the height provides increased safety when relaxing and
preening, as well as a good vantage point for hunting. They may also choose to perch on power lines and poles simply
because they are convenient, readily-available perches. Some species will build a nest atop the pole when there are no tall
trees available.
Electrocution is the fourth leading causes of death among Bald Eagles. The first documented eagle electrocution
associated with a power line happened in 1922. Electrocution is more of a problem for larger birds such as raptors with
eagles, hawks, falcons and even large owl species being susceptible.
The injuries we usually see are burn marks on the common anatomical sites like the wings and feet. Internal
damage to vital organs and the cardiovascular system isn’t visible like the obvious burn damage. When a large bird
stretches its long wings and touches a wire or conductor adjacent to the one it’s perched on, that opens the path of
electrons and the electricity will go through the bird from its wings to its feet. This can also happen if the bird is trying to
balance and grabs separate wires with each foot. Touching two wires at the same time will cause a shock that usually kills
the bird.
Electrocutions are more frequent when it rains because of increased conductivity of the wet feathers and in windy
conditions when the birds are being tossed about by strong gusts. If you find a bird at the bottom of a power pole, whether
it’s alive or dead, report it to your local Fish and Wildlife Service.
There is an academic paper that was endorsed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which states tens to hundreds
of thousands of birds are electrocuted annually and hundreds of thousands to 175 million birds annually have collisions
with power lines. Since all raptors and migratory birds are protected by federal law, you’re probably asking “What's being
done about a problem of such epic proportions?”
In 1988, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWC) formalized the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC).
This committee helps develop ways of preventing bird mortalities and the power outages associated with bird collisions. In
2006, the APLIC and USFWS released the Avian Protection Plan (APP) guidelines. This is a utility-specific program designed
to reduce avian risks with electrical utility facilities. Depending on geographical areas and specific circumstances, not all
APP elements may be included in your area.
Here are a few solutions that are helping reduce bird electrocutions:
An "avian safe” power pole that is configured and designed to minimize electrocution by providing sufficient separation of
the wires (safe wiring configuration).
There are special plastic covers that can be installed on existing utility poles.
Reflectors are also being placed on power lines to prevent birds from flying into the lines and getting entangled.
Utilities companies often erect special nesting platforms to provide nest locations that are safer than their electrical poles.
The feathers were singed
when the huge fish this
Osprey was holding
contacted the power line
adjacent to the one it
perched on thereby
completing the electrical
loop.

Your Backyard Feeders
If you have a bird feeder, odds are that you love birds and love to
watch birds. You set up your bird feeder, not only to help feed the birds,
but to enjoy watching them. It’s wonderful to sit and watch the
beautifully colored birds come and go. You can also hear the little chirps
while you’re busy doing things around the house.
Then it happens… chaos at your feeder! A hawk has found your
little sanctuary. It was only a matter of time. Hawks hunting at backyard
feeders is part of the balance of nature. The feeder has not only
attracted birds, but it has probably attracted some squirrels too. Let’s
not forget that the food on the ground may have attracted a few mice.
All of these animals are food for hawks.
The hawks that usually show up at bird feeders here in Florida
are the Cooper’s Hawk (aka “Blue Darter”) and, during the winter
months, the Sharp-shinned Hawk. Their main diet is small to mediumsized birds. These species are members of the genus Accipiter,
characterized by short, rounded-wings and long tails which allow them
the great agility required to catch birds. They live in densely wooded
areas around the world, but we have only three species here in North
America. The last one being the Northern Goshawk (aka “Goose Hawk”)
Bird lovers always ask “What can I do to save my songbirds?”
Remember, all raptors and migratory birds are protected by law under
the Bald and Golden Eagle Act and The Migratory Bird Treaty Act. If a
hawk has targeted your feeder, it is illegal to harass it, trap it, poison it,
shoot it or otherwise kill it.
Placing your feeder near shrubs or bushes will give the songbirds
a place to hide during an attack. If you choose plants that provide seeds
or fruit for the birds, they can eat in the shrub cover in relative safety.
Structures such as gazebos and sun umbrellas and plant cover can help
prevent hawks from seeing the prey. Choose bird feeder designs that
include wire cages that protect perches and feeding ports.
You can also consider taking down your bird feeder for a little
while. If you remove the hawks’ food source, they will hunt elsewhere.
It’s hard to watch but remember, hawks need to eat too! The
hawks are likely to catch the slower, weaker birds. This actually can help
prevent the spread of disease. Removing weak members from the flock
makes the flock stronger. Hawks help cull the growing populations of
exotic species such as Ring-necked Doves, that displace our native birds.
Cleaning your bird feeders regularly is necessary to keep diseasecausing bacteria and mold from infecting your songbirds and decimating
backyard bird populations. Infected and ill birds not only attract the
hawks, but can spread the illness causing epidemic conditions that may
wipe out entire nesting colonies. So please clean your feeders! Cleaning
suggestions for your type of feeder, whether it’s wood, copper or plastic
tube feeders, can be easily found on the internet. Remember to make
sure your feeders are completely dry before refilling with fresh seed.
Birds of prey are not the only predators at bird feeders.
According to a study published in 2013 in Nature Communications,
domestic cats kill between 1.4 and 3.7 billion birds annually. Freeranging cats are “likely the single greatest source of anthropogenic (manmade) mortality for U.S. birds and mammals” according to the report.
Between 6.9 and 20.7 billion mammals (mostly mice, rabbits, squirrels)
are also killed by cats each year.

Owl Fest 2017
We would like to thank everyone who
attended our 12th Annual Fall Owl Fest
for making this fund-raising event a
success! This was a special year for us as
Master Falconer Scott McCorkle flew
Jeep, our 5-year-old Bald Eagle in his
debut flight demonstration. For Jeep’s
first time flying in front of so many
people, he flew with grace and agility.

Staying Connected
For more information about our facility and
available education programs, visit our website.
Follow us on social media for up-to-date
information about our birds, upcoming events
and behind-the-scenes photographs.

www.arc4raptors.org
www.facebook.com/arc4raptors
www.instagram.com/arc4raptors
www.youtube.com/user/arc4raptorsorg
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When you do your online shopping at Amazon,
you can also help ARC by clicking on our link
arc4raptors.org/amazon and following the
prompts. Through our partnership with
Amazon.com, ARC will receive a 6% donation on
all purchases made by shoppers using this link.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sponsor the care of your favorite resident bird
with ARC's Adopt-a-Bird sponsorship program.

www.arc4raptors.org/adopt-a-bird.html
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Spring Affaire
Save the Date: Saturday March 24th
Experience Medieval culture with The
Barony of Darkwater from The Society for
Creative Anachronism and the Olympia
High School Chamber who will be here to
enlighten and entertain you.

Our Staff

The Nest Box Resource Shop is open on
Saturday from 10a to 4p (1p during June & July).
We have a large selection of raptor-themed
items. All proceeds benefit bird care at ARC.

Spring Fever in the Garden - April 7 & 8, 2018 in downtown
Winter Garden. Our raptors will be on display from 11a – 2p both
days. Admission is free. This event sponsored by Bloom and
Grow Garden Society features nature education and plant sales.
International Migratory Bird Day - May 19, 2018, 10a – 3p
Join us as we celebrate International Migratory Bird Day. Meet
our resident Swallow-tailed Kite “Scooter.” Swallow-tailed Kites
migrate over 5,000 miles to winter in Brazil and return to Florida
to nest in the spring.
American Eagle Day - June 16, 2018, 10a – 3p
American Eagle Day is June 20th and we celebrate on the closest
Saturday. This holiday celebrates the recovery of the Bald Eagle.
Come out for a fun day of kids’ activities, frozen lemonade and
watermelon. Bring your camera and have your photo taken with
our resident Bald Eagles!

As ARC continues to grow, we need your help!
We are looking for volunteers on Saturdays from
9:30a to 4p and on Wednesdays and Fridays
from 9:30a to 1:00p. We request a minimum of 3
hours. No animal experience is necessary, only a
desire to learn and assist. You must be 14 years
or older. Soar with us and join the ARC family
today! Call 407-461-1056 to learn how a few
hours of your time can make a big difference.
Spring and summer Roaming Raptors program dates are
booking fast! Get more information and submit your program
request online at ARC4raptors.org under the education tab.
The Avian Reconditioning Center is a specialized raptor
rehabilitation facility where large outdoor enclosures and
the use of falconry techniques provide a more natural
environment for physical conditioning and weather
proofing of orphaned and recuperating raptors.

Kelly Tremmel, raptor care technician,
assists with daily bird care and feeding.
She sums up her experience working with
the birds in one word “AWESOME!”

Due to ARC’s limited budget, our staff is
part-time, therefore we rely heavily on
our dedicated group of volunteers who
help clean, feed and care for the birds,
and provide support for the staff.

We’re open to the public on Saturdays from 10a-4p (weather
permitting). Stop by for an up-close and personal encounter with
your favorite Florida raptor. We’re located at 323 West Lester
Road, Apopka, FL 32712. Visit ARC4raptors.org for a map.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill Hammer, facilities manager, is
responsible for grounds maintenance and
upkeep of structures along with daily care
and feeding of our resident and
rehabilitating birds. Bill says “When you
love what you do, it’s not work!”

Amanda Wilkes, raptor care technician,
assists with daily bird care and feeding.
Amanda says “Working at ARC is a dream
come true!” Amanda is a gifted artist who
graciously shares her talents with ARC.

Upcoming Events

State and Federal Wildlife Permits; 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation

Patron Reply Form – Please consider becoming a “Patron of the ARC.” All monies donated are used entirely for the birds’ welfare.
NAME______________________________________________

_____________ $25.00 Wings of Copper

ADDRESS___________________________________________

______________$50.00 Wings of Bronze

CITY_____________________STATE________ZIP__________

______________$100.00 Wings of Silver

EMAIL______________________________________________

______________$250.00 Wings of Gold
______________$500.00+ Wings of Platinum

The Avian Reconditioning Center is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. Donors may deduct all contributions as provided
in section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code, A. Copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the division of consumer services by calling
toll free (800)435-7352. State Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendations by the state.

