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4 years, 9 meetings!
Last week’s event marked the 9th biannual
meeting of the Northern California Prescribed Fire
Council. The biggest meeting in the Council’s
history, the first day brought over 130 people
together at the Gaia Hotel for a full day of
presentations that explored the relationships
between fire, oak woodlands, cultural resources,
and wildlife habitat. The second day featured a
field tour of frequently burned black oak
woodlands near Shasta Lake, hosted by Carl
Skinner with the USDA Forest Service Pacific
Southwest Research Station (PSW) and Jason
Fallon from the local Forest Service ranger district.
Folks were welcomed to the meeting by Bill
Schappell, a Shasta County Supervisor. After the
welcome, Council committees presented on their

efforts over the last year. The Training Committee
discussed the Council’s recent prescribed fire
training exchange (TREX), which took place for 2
weeks in late October. The TREX brought 40
people from around the country (and even one
person from Spain!) to burn together throughout
northern California, increasing local capacity and
building each participant’s skills and abilities. The
Communications Committee reported on their
efforts to support the TREX, which included a very
successful media campaign, as well as their ongoing efforts to develop a Council communications
plan and produce other outreach materials. The
Policy Committee has also been very active; in the
last several months, they’ve met with CAL FIRE
Director Ken Pimlott to discuss opportunities for
collaboration, worked with a law student to begin
development of a white paper on Rx fire policy,

presented at a legislative hearing on
fuels management, and more! All of the
Council committees are looking for more
folks to get involved, so make sure to
email Lenya at nwcapfc@gmail.com if
you would like to join their efforts.
Guest presenters at the Thursday
meeting included a wide range of
experts on fire science and
management. Carl Skinner opened the
day with a presentation on the history
and objectives of the burn program in
the black oak woodlands around Shasta
Lake, setting the context for the
following day’s field tour. Don Hankins
and Frank Lake presented some new
research on acorn productivity and fire,
and Danny Manning from the Greenville
Rancheria presented on his tribe’s fire
and fuels program, which manages for
cultural resources and oak woodlands.

synthesis work that he and his
colleagues are doing on black oak
ecology. Nick Goulette, the Council
Chair, wrapped up the meeting by
encouraging people to get involved in
the Council and take advantage of the
meetings as great networking and
brainstorming sessions. The evening
social—complete with food, drinks, and
a slideshow of TREX photos—was just
what everyone needed after a long day
of presentations!

The next day, appx. 70 people spent the
day hiking the Waters Gulch Trail near
Shasta Lake and learning about the Rx
fire program there. Even in freezing
temperatures and some light snowfall,
the field tour participants stayed warm
during the 2.8 mile hike and learned a lot
about local ecology and fire
management. Many folks were inspired
to visit the site again—field tour
Two wildlife biologists presented on
their recent work, including Bill Zielinski participants just got a taste for the
from PSW, who talked about the effects area’s gorgeous vistas, unique plant
of fuels treatments on fishers, and Jaime communities, and extensive trails.
Stephens from the Klamath Bird
Plans are in the works for Council events
Observatory, who discussed the use of in the spring, so keep an eye out for
birds as ecological indicators to inform
updates. And please remember to get
planning and evaluate project success.
involved by emailing Lenya QuinnDavidson, Council Director, at the
A number of presentations focused on
address below, and visit the website for
management and research associated
with the restoration of oak woodlands. presentations and other information.
Presenters included Matt Cocking of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service,
Marko Bey of Lomakatsi Restoration
Project in southern Oregon, Eamon
Engber of the National Park Service, and
Ryan DeSantis from the University of
California Cooperative Extension.
Jonathan Long, also from PSW, ended
the day with a discussion of some

For more info: www.norcalrxfirecouncil.org or nwcapfc@gmail.com

