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I Take It All Back 
 
The story published in the Enterprise reciting the slaughter of a family near Empire was 

all a fiction. It was understood to be such by all acquainted with the locality in which the alleged 
affair occurred. In the first place, Empire City and Dutch Nick's are one, and in the next there is 
no "great pine forest" nearer than the Sierra Nevada mountains. But it was necessary to publish 
the story in order to get the fact into the San Francisco papers that the Spring Valley Water 
company was "cooking" dividends by borrowing money to declare them on for its stockholders. 
The only way you can get a fact into a San Francisco journal is to smuggle it in through some 
great tragedy. 
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