
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church • 1200 W. Cornwallis Road • Durham • North Carolina

Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, leading to Jesus

teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit

that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct challenge to the values of the

dominant culture, where wielding power over others is what makes you great. When we pray

“your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this

gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and

service.

 October 20, 2024 

22nd Sunday After Pentecost



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE               

Please quietly reflect and prepare for worship during the music.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your

Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and

grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister

of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at

baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

The prelude’s purpose is

to prepare your heart,

your hands, and your

mind for worship. The

Lord is worthy of our

preparation and the

prelude provides us a time

to do just that.

Washed in water and

marked with the cross,

the baptized children of

God are united with

Christ, and through him,

with other believers, we

confess our sins and

return to our baptism. In

forgiveness God raises us

up again.

The paraments, which are

the hangings on the altar,

pulpit, and lectern, are

green for ordinary time.

For growth and

discipleship.
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Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele by Johannes Brahms (8:30); 

Fantasy on All Creatures of Our God and King by sandra Eithun (11:00, bell choir)



GATHERING HYMN 

#712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

The Hymns proclaim

the Gospel in song. We

sing a variety of hymns to

help us tell God’s story.

The Apostolic Greeting

is given by the Pastor

using the words of the

Apostle Paul in 2 Cor

13:13. In this greeting

the assembly is rooted in

the Triune life of God.

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.
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KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

The assembly is seated.

Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples

on earth. Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us

desire always and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.

Amen

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST  READING Isaiah 53:4-12

   Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted

him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.

 But he was wounded for our transgressions,  crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are

healed.

 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and

the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like

a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.

 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his

future?

For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of

my people.

 They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he

had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.

   Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.When you make his life

an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 

through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.

  Out of his anguish he shall see light;he shall find satisfaction through his

knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he

shall bear their iniquities.

 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil

with the strong;   because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered

with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the

transgressors.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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The prayer of the day is

typically a prayer focused

around the scripture texts

for the day.

The Word part of our

liturgy, is where we hear

“the living voice of the

Gospel.” We experience

this in the Biblical

readings, a sermon based

around these readings,

and the hymn of the day.



Because you have made the | Lord your

refuge,

 and the Most High your | habitation,

 no evil | will befall you,

 nor shall affliction come | near your

dwelling.

 For God will give the angels charge | over

you,

 to guard you in | all your ways.

 Upon their hands they will | bear you

up,

 lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a

stone. R

You will tread upon the lion | cub and viper;

 you will trample down the lion | and the

serpent.

 I will deliver those who | cling to me;

 I will uphold them, because they | know

my name.

 They will call me, and I will | answer

them;

 I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue

and | honor them.

 With long life will I | satisfy them,

 and show them | my salvation. R

SECOND  READING  Hebrews 5:1-10

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things

pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He

is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is

subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his

own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to

take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.

 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but

was appointed by the one who said to him,

 “You are my Son,

 today I have begotten you”;

as he says also in another place,

 “You are a priest forever,

 according to the order of Melchizedek.”

 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with

loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and

he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son,

he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made

perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,

having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of

Melchizedek.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 91:9-16
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GOSPEL Mark 10:35-45

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him,

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to

them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to

sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to

them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I

drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They replied,

“We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and

with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my

right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has

been prepared.”

 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus

called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom

they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over

them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you

must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of

all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a

ransom for many.”

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN SERMON

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
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As Lutheran Christians

we have three creeds to

articulate our faith. The

Apostles’ , Nicene, and

Athanasian Creeds.

Through the Apostles’

Creed we confess our faith

in the triune God: Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit

HYMN OF THE DAY

#729 The Church of Christ in Every Age 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Living together in hope and trust, let us confess our faith together. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  he

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the

communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



The prayers of intercession

are prepared in advance by

writers from across the

Church based around the

scripture for a given week.
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Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the

church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of

forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new

relationships, and give us courage to embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and heal

dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us in

tending precarious ecosystems. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries of

people in need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and well-

being of all who struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve.

Especially Jan, Janet, Joyce, Phyllis, Larry, Bob, Ellie, Mary, John, Pat, Karl,  Anna,

Fran, Pat, Susan, Charlie, Amanda, Nancy, and all those we name aloud or silently in

our hearts. . Draw them close to you and soothe them with the promise of your

enduring love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all who

support the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning

communities, rooted in equity and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in

their learning. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember our beloved dead, who with the great cloud of witnesses bear witness

to your saving grace. Accompany us in our pilgrimage of faith, that we too place our

hope and trust in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved

child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another

The assembly sits.

The passing of the peace is

traditionally part of the

liturgy, so that anyone in

the gathered assembly may

have a time to be

reconciled to one another

before sharing the meal.

PLEDGE CARD DEDICATION

Those who are committing financial pledges to the church for the coming year will be

invited to come to the front of the sanctuary to place their pledges in a basket.

Once pledge cards have been received, we will pray with thanksgiving to God for providing

these gifts, and gratitude for the generosity of those sharing their resources with the church.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

 A musical offering is

given to God in our

worship as the gifts of the

assembly are collected.

This is a reminder of

God’s abundance. We

offer back  to God just a

small portion of what

God has  given us, so that

the mission of God can be

realized.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

OFFERTORY    

The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY HYMN  
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Surely, He hath borne our griefs by Antonio Lotti



In the meal part of our

liturgy we prepare to come

to Christ’s table. In the

Great Thanksgiving we

focus on being thankful

for all God has done and

for all God has given to

us. In the Eucharistic

Prayer, we ask God to

send the Holy Spirit to

this meal and we ask

that Christ will fulfill his

promise to be in the bread

and wine.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the

cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this

is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of

me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await

his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all

who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our

Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now

and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,

    who art in heaven,

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,

    thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;

   and forgive us our trespasses,

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen.
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The assembly is seated.

COMMUNION

This is the Lord’s table. Jesus is the host. We are Christ’s guests. Jesus welcomes everyone

to come, to eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven. Visitors and children are welcome to

receive communion. Those who do not receive communion are welcomed forward to receive

a blessing.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  The pastor and communion

assistant will come to the pews of those unable to come forward.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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The Lamb of God is a

title for Jesus that appears

in John 1:29. It is here

that we are reminded that

our Lord is present and

we are to behold his glory.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come

and eat at God’s table.



COMMUNION HYMN 

#462 Now We Join in Celebration
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The assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep

you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With

your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life

together. Strengthen us to show your love and to serve the world in

Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING   

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Our final part of our

liturgy is the sending. We

are sent out into the

world reminded of God’s

mission and strengthened

by the presence of Christ

and one another through

the power of the Holy

Spirit.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

#551 The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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DISMISSAL

The assembly is sent into mission.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE Recit de Tierce en Taille by Nicolas de Grigny
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“The Mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church as a part of the family of God is

to share God in Christ with the World by equipping one another through

worship, learning, witness, service and support.”
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Welcome to St. Paul’s

In celebrating God’s beauty and strength created through diversity, we welcome, value, and include all of

God’s children regardless of race, culture, age, sexual orientation, gender expression, ability, appearance, or

citizenship. St. Paul’s is committed to racial equality. 

Admission to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is by invitation of our Lord, presented through the

Church to those who are baptized. If you are unable to receive Holy Communion at the altar, please notify an

usher to receive communion at your seat. All are welcome at the table for a blessing. We use red wine and

bread at communion, and offer grape juice and gluten-free wafers. Inform your server at the rail if you desire

either. 

Distribution of the Communion Elements take place as follows: 

Exit the pew to the side aisles. Empty cups are obtained from the trays located by the front exit. Proceed to the

altar. Persons on the right side (lectern side) proceed to the back of the altar rail and fill forward towards the

front. The left side (pulpit side) proceed to the front of the altar rail and fill towards the back. After

communing, depart down the center aisle to your seat. Please place your cup in one of the baskets. 

St. Paul’s Live Stream Policy

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church live streams the 11:00 AM service every Sunday. The service is posted to  

Vimeo and Facebook. In addition, special services may be live streamed.

1.

 The 8:30 AM service is not live streamed and is available for attendance by those who do not wish to be

recorded. For live streamed services there will be a “No Video Zone” designated in the Narthex.

2.

It is recommended that all livestream services include a disclaimer about the service being recorded,

posted on a visible location at the entrance of the sanctuary and written in the bulletin. 

3.

 Children must have a signed waiver from their parent or guardian before being recorded.4.

 We will not share personal or identifying information while a service is being live streamed, this includes

during announcement, prayer requests, or the sermon.

5.


