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The Big Bang

Two Theories a Universe Apart

The shock waves over a late November dynamite blaston
the Island are still reverberating. The blasting event which is
causing controversy was a orchestrated by Ted Terry, Ed Curilla,
and Kyle Paine. The actual blast itself was performed by alicensed
blasting company.

The background leading up to the blast is fairly simple.
It has its roots in the lawsuit filed against the Kellstone Quarry last
summer by Ted Terry and Judy Weintraub. The suit charged the
company with quarrying on the buffer zone, with trespass and with
taking stone that did not belong to it. Kyle Paine and Jack Terry,
Ted’s brother and Village Zoning Inspector, supported the suit
through testimony. Kellstone response was that it was not mining
as defined under state law, that it was merely removing from
stockpile, and that the stone belonged to Kellstone even though it
might be on land no longer owned by the company. A recentruling
by Judge Maschari refusing to issue a permanent injunction against
Kellstone supports these arguments.

As a fallout of the suit, Kellstone would no longer sell
stone to either Paine or Ted Terry. Kyle is a dock builder, heavily
dependent on stone, and Ted Terry is currently building a dock. So
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Farmer WinsSuit
Against School Board

An Erie County Commons Pleas Court issued a verdict
fin favor of Donna Farmer in her suit against the Kelleys Island
School Board. Farmer had filed suit after the local school board
decided not to renew her contract for the 1991-1992 school year.
She had taught at the KI school for 14 years. The superintendent
of the school system had recommended she be re-employed, but
the board rejected that suggestion.

Inissuing the ruling the court ordered that she be reinstated
o her previous position. The court ruled that the board had not
omplied with the procedural rules of the Ohio Revised Code in

dling the situation.

The specific section cited by the court deals with the
valuation process that must be followed by the board prior to
eclaring its intent not to renew, the specific means and timing to

followed in informing the teacher of the intent not to renew, and
e mechanism of the administrative review and appeal procedures
0 be used to handle a protest of the decision..
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Shadle Elected To Council
Machiavelli Would Have Been Proud

The November election of Councilman Don Haas to the
office of mayor meant the remaining two years of his Council term
would be served by an individual appointed to the position. With the
normal passage of time, the seat would have become vacant ir
January when he became Mayor. That would have left his seat to b¢
filled by the Council, or if they failed to act within 30 days, by Haas
in his position of Mayor.

But some members of Council perceived a strategic
advantage in having Haas resign early. The voting alliance withir
in the Council had been disrupted by the feud between Jake Martir
and Ed Curilla over quarrying issues. The almost certain voting
block (Matso, Haas, Curilla, and Martin) of the previous two year:
had been split. With the arrival of Buddy Yoscovits in January or
the Council and the departure of Bob Gruly the vacated seat became
important if a majority of like views was to be assembled to have
voting control of the Council. So a series of meetings in lat
December were held in an attempt to fill the crucial sixth seat.

A special meeting was called for December 20 to approv
aresolution seeking additional grant money for the airport. Anthe:
purpose of the meeting was to have Don Haas resign and then Rol
McCullagh would be elected to fill the vacancy. Confusion ove
several items of procedure apparently kept that scenario fron
occurring. Two members of Council were “avoiding” meetings a
that time (Curilla and Herndon). If Haas resigned, a quorum of the
Council would then consist of three members. If the other thre:
Councilmen (Martin, Gruly and Matso) all attended, then the pla
could be carried out. But since McCullagh was off the Island, ther
was uncertainty whether Martin could vote, since he would b
acting mayor (it was later determined that he could have voted o1
the matter, since his presiding over the meeting as “acting mayor
did not deprive him of his vote). So no action on the Haa
replacement was taken. There was also speculation the planne:
action could not have been validly taken since it had not been liste:
as one of the matters to be considered at the meeting. Specia
meetings can only deal with matters listed in the posting announcin,
the meeting.

The next special meeting was called for Sunda
December 22, and the meeting notice indicated that a replacemer
for Haas might be acted,upon. Mayor McCullagh came back to th
Island to‘preside over the meeting. This time another element o
procedure thwarted the plan. It was postulated that for McCullag
to accept the Council seat, he would have to first resign as Mayo:
In that case, Jake Martin would become Mayor, and could only vot
in case of a tie. That would still leave the quorum at three, but onl
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