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“Know My Heart” — July 23, 2017
Wisdom 12:18
18 Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness,
and with great forbearance you govern us;

 for you have power to act whenever you choose. 

Psalm 139:1–4, 23–24
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away. 

3 You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. . . .

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my thoughts. 
24 See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.


Matt 13:24–30

24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 

27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 

29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 


Isn’t the Gospel parable a good description of what life is really like, here? Aren’t the good and the evil—and the partially good and the partially evil—all mixed together in society, all standing in line with you at the Post Office, or in the next cubicle at work, or all around you in traffic? Wouldn’t it be nice if God would remove that guy honking at you for not going fast enough, or that office gossip who tries to get her co-workers in trouble, or that strange guy in line at the Post Office who is grumbling to himself?

But it is a fact of life that God lets the weeds and the wheat grow up together until the harvest time. There will be a harvest. There will be a Judgment. But, aside from knowing that this will happen, it’s not really our business! We have to do our best to interact honestly and justly with all people, trusting that there will be justice in the end.

I’m not saying we need to be defenseless. We’re going to keep our passwords secret and our wallets out of sight. And society can take steps to protect itself against criminals. My point is that my primary job as an individual is to make sure that I am doing the right thing, and that I stay connected to God. 
The psalmist asks God to judge him: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Ps 139:23–24). He leaves it up to God to judge, asking only to be led in the “way everlasting.” That is a noble sentiment! 
This is what I call religious living: living in the awareness of God’s presence, and having faith in God’s justice and goodness. He wants God to read his heart and see if there is any evil in it. And he knows God will help him to live the right way. God is both just and merciful. 

Isn’t that what we see in the teachings of Jesus—love, mercy, and justice? I give a single example of each: he loved the little children, he was merciful to Peter after Peter’s denial of him, and he was just to his mother, whom he entrusted to the watchcare of the Apostle John.

We also see love and mercy in the so-called Wisdom of Solomon, a book that was part of the Bible until Martin Luther decided that only those books preserved in Hebrew could remain in the Old Testament. Books like the Wisdom of Solomon, Judith, and 1st and 2nd Maccabees, that were preserved only in Greek and not in Hebrew, were consigned to a new category, called the Apocrypha.
However, Wisdom is still honored in the Protestant tradition, and this reading is part of our lectionary for this week. Let’s look at this fine and noble statement: “Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, and with great forbearance you govern us; for you have power to act whenever you choose” (Wis 12:18).
God has the power to judge us, or limit us, or stop us from breathing at any time, but God forbears, allows us to go on living, to gather whatever we will gather, to become whatever we choose to become—wheat, or more like weeds. Heredity and environment do play a big role in shaping us, but in the long run, free choice plays the biggest role. What do you choose to be? Or, more crucially, whom do you choose to be like?
God governs us with forbearance—that is, with mercy—and lets us choose. Human choice really matters. Choose today. Will you let yourself be spiritually fed? Now, why would anyone choose not to be fed? Because it also means allowing ourselves to be changed. We often find change threatening, especially when it means changing ourselves! 
But God is not taking away our identity. Nor does God want mindless underlings, nor starving saints, nor religious bullies, or frightened conformists. Human uniqueness is interesting to God—as it is to us!
God wants maturing adults, and God can tolerate lots of variation, and even some sassiness. I think God must have enjoyed the blind man whom Jesus healed, who talked back to the Sanhedrin when they tried to get him to say that Jesus was a sinner (John 9:13–34). We know that Jesus enjoyed the sassy Syro-phoenician woman who told him that even the dogs get to share scraps that fall off the children’s table; “Woman, great is your faith!” he said, “Let it be done for you as you wish” (Matt 15:27–28). He rewarded her persistence, and took no offense at her sarcastic poke at Jewish pride (“dogs” being a put-down of Gentiles). And weren’t these interesting characters: the paralyzed man and his friends who tore the ceiling tiles off the roof so they could get closer to Jesus while he taught?
Have you torn off any encumbrances that are keeping you distant from Jesus? Have you told Jesus to let you have some scraps, at least? That’s good. I hope you really want something from Jesus, and are willing to hang in there until you get it, or get some kind of blessing even if it is what you really need rather than what you asked for!

So the message I get when I reflect on these three passages together is that God is both just and merciful; he knows our hearts; he will separate the weeds from the wheat, and will preserve that which has spiritual potential. With great forbearance he governs us (Wis 12:18). With great tenderness, he leads us in the way everlasting (Ps 139:24).
And he appreciates the variety, the uniqueness of each one of us. If God finds us interesting, aren’t we interesting? Let us be more than interesting, but be loyal learners, honest students of God. 
Lead me, God. 
Let this be our prayer. Let us pray that we, our families, and our church learn to walk in the way everlasting, learn to trust God to be a fair and merciful Judge, and learn to say “Lead me, God.”
