PRE-DECISIONAL DRAFT

A BILL

To transfer the lands comprising the National Bison Range unit of the National Wildlife Refuge
System to the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, to be held in
trust by the Secretary of the Interior for the benefit of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes.

SECTION 1.-SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “National Bison Range Transfer Act of 2016.”
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SEC,2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) The term “National Bison Range™ means all lands comprising the unit of the National
Wildlife Refuge System which were reserved and excepted from the unalloted lands within the
Flathead Indian Reservation under the provisions of the Act of May 23. 1908. 35 Stat. 267. as

amended 16 U.S.C. § 671.

2) The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of the Department of the Interior.

(3) The term “Tribes” means the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead
Reservation in the State of Montana.
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(a) TRANSFER OF LAND TO BE HELD IN TRUST.—Effective-00-days-afierenactmentof
ﬂa-i-s-see&ieﬂ.—aéll lands compn'sing the National Bison Range-ua#—ef-d&e-NaﬁeMd-ﬁ-fe

+6- 55§67 shall be transferred &em—ﬂ&e—Refaee—Sys%em—by the Secretary e-f-*he—lafei-lef-to
be held in trust for the benefit of the Tribes and shall be part of the Flathead Indian Reservation.

(b) TRANSFER OF OTHER PROPERTY.— Effeetive-00-days-afierenactment-of this-seetion—_
(1) Tt¢he United States’ interests in and ownership of, all buildings, structures,

improvements and appurtenances located on the lands transferred pursuant to section (a)
shall beare transferred to the Tribes to own in fee. In-addition:

(2) T¢he Secretary shall relinquish to the Tribes any and all interests of the United
___ States _in the herd of bison located upon the transferred lands and may transfer such
personal property at the site thatshe-determinesisas appropriate.

(c) MANAGEMENT.——The Tribes shall—

(1) manage the lands transferred in subsection (a) solely for the care and
maintenance of the herd of bison_fransferred in subsection (b), in accordance with the
purposes of the Act of May 23, 1908, as amended, and to conserve the natural resources
of such lands: and

(2) manage the property. including the herd of bison, transferred in subsection (b)
in a manner that is consistent with the management directives in subparagraph (1) of this
subsection; and

(3) provide for public visitation and education opportunities on the lands and
other property transferred under this seetienAct.

(d) NO LIABILITY. —

(1) No claims may be brought against the United States, its agencies, or its
employees concerning the pre-transfer or post-transfer management of the lands and
other property transferred under #is-seetiensubsections (a) and (b). Eurthermore:

(2) #Nothing in this seetien-Act establishes a substantive right or a cause of action

by the Tribes against the United States that would be cognizable in the United States Court of
Federal Claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1491 or 28 U.S.C. § 1505.

(e) SAVINGS CLAUSE.— Nothing in this section shall be— __—{ Formatted: small caps

(1) construed to have any application to a location other than the National Bison __
Range. or

(2) +nershallanythinginthis-section-be-cited as precedent for management of

any other area within the National Wildlife Refuge System.

SEC.3. EFFECTIVE DATE.
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