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M{NAEN OF
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A TREMENDOUS STEP FORWARD

We urge you to read Bob Degenhardt’s article about New Jerscy’s bow-
hunting safety and instruction course. Jerseyites applying for their first bow-
hunting license must take the course—and pass it before a license 1s issued,
This compulsery course, in our opinion, is easily the wisest move the modern
bowhunting era has seen,

The program, we are certain, will accomplish plenty, In familiarizing
novices with howhunting technique and equipment and forcefully teaching
them their responsibilities, it will cut down on what we have long called
“dirme store archers.” In doing this, 2 wider public acceptance of bowhunting
will surely be gained. This means better public relaticns—and thus a growth
of all phases of archery sport. Yes, everyone will reap the rewards of this
program. It has been apparent to most thinking archers that tournament
archery and bowhunting have long needed a shot in the arm. Fred Bear’s
money shoot provided the medicine to the tourney side. This program sup-
plies it to howhunting.

Jersey’s progressive game commission, directed by A. Heaton Underhill,
deserves the thanks of all of us. And all of us owe a debt of gratitude to
the veteran New Jersey archers working so hard to make the project a success.
As for us, we’re going to send a reprint of the article to every game com-
mission director in the nation. Can you imagine how archery will benefit if
all or even half of the states adopt the pionecring New Jersey program?

BAG YOUR WALLABY IN ‘58!

At this ime a review of statistics on ’57 NFAA big gane award applica-
tions makes interesting reading. The average distance of the successful shot
was 32.12 yards, ranging from 23 yards in Missouri to 4474 yards in 8. Da-
kota. As for bows, Maryland and Michigan average weights were the lightest,
a little over 49 lbs.; Utah hunters pulled the heaviest weapons, the average
heing 34.32 lbs. Nationally, the two edged broadhead (47%} was still the
favorite, but the four edged head (28%) was preferrcd over the three
blader (25%).

Interesting, too, is the game species breakdewn, which shows that only
one wallaby and a single wombat werce arrowed—a tribute to the elusiveness
of these wily creatures which are so abundant in cur woods, We simply must
get more wallabies and wombats this year. Maybe a contest for the biggest
rack would turn the trick.

RANK AND FILE APATHY

The success of Communist infiltration and dominance of certain unions
was duc to apathy on the part of the rank and file membership. The average
member declined to go out of his way to attend mectings, and he neg]ected
to keep informed concerning election issues, leaving the road open to sub-
versive triumph. As far as archer}r is concerned toda} there is little hikelihood
that any totalitarian influence will assert itself. But the paralle]l point 35 that
there is rank and file apathy among archers, even in the face of an election in
which vital issues are involved. An alarmingly small percentage of NFAA
members takes the trouble to vote, and the majority of members have not
bothered to acquaint themselves w1th the underlying election elements.

(Turn to page 24)

Pheasants, Anyone?

Figuring you might like to try some
commercial game preserve bowhunt-
ing for pheasant in the months
come, we asked the Sportsmen’s Serv-
ice Bureau to send us a batch of the
annually-printed pamphlets that list
most of the preserves in the courntry.
Locations, phone numbers, license re-
quirements and the different kinds of
birds you can hunt (pheasants, chu-
kars and quail, mostly) are given.

Tf you'd like the pamphlet, entitled
“Looking For a Place to Hunt?!”
gend us your name and address to-
gether with a 4¢ stamp and we’ll send
you one,

The Buck Contest

Last month we showed vou the
gilver beer mug we’re putting up as
first prize in The Eastern Baw-
HCNTER’s third annual Big DBuck
Contest. We gave vou the rules, too.
To sum ’em up, the competition, open
to any bowhunter east of the Missis-
sippl, 1s now underway; it lasts until
Jan, 5,

The rules are simple: the buck
with the lomgest and widest antlers
wins. In the event of a tie, the animal
with the greatest number of points
takes it, Second prize goes to the bow-
hunter who bags the heawiest deer;
that prize 1s 2 dozen broadhead-tipped
ATTOWS,

To enter you must: (a) send us a
letter, signed by somecone who’s seen
the deer; the letter must give the
measurements and must tell how,
when, where and with what weight
and make bow you shet; (b) send us
a good, clear photo. The better the
photo, remember, the better the
chance that we’ll print it, whether or
not you win.

Last year, Joe Keeler won with a
buck that had antlers nearly 25" long
and 21" wide. (The buck weighed
208 1bs.)
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L THE FIVE RING

Safety idea

.+ . With the bow scason just about here, I've been
thinking about safety, and here’s an idea. A vellow mark-
er band about 8" wide and 5 or 6 ft. long could be
wrapped around a deer’s belly when a successful bow-
hunter carries it out of the woods. If the bowhunter
happens to be wearing a camouflage suit, which seems to
be the usual case, he’ll be hard to spot in the decp forest,
If another archer sported the deer on the hunter’s shoul-
ders, he might not see the hunter and take a shot.

I know there have been very few howhunting accidents
so far and, being a bowhunter myself, I want to keep
the sport clean and safe, Maybe this idea could he made
compulsory throughout the nation, with each conserva-
tion department sclling 2 band with cach bow—and gun
—license,

Even if this idea saves just one life a year, it will be
worth it.

George Petersen
494 E. 17th St
Bronx 57, N. Y.

FLASH! We've just learned 1959's impartant tournament
dates. The MFAA Mational at Bend, Oregon, takes place
July 27-30. The FITA International, which will be shot
in Sweden, is August 5-12, The MAA turget National is
tentatively set For Loncaster, Pennasyivania, August 17.

A Satisfied Subscriber

.+ . Here’s a money vrder for two more years of The
Eastern BownuNrer. It's the high point of my menth
when T receive my copy. I've read quite a bit about New
Jersey archers in the magazine and, having seen their
pictures, I can recognize them when I see them at shonts
and other events. I’ve had some interesting conversations
as a result of reading the BOwWHUNTER.

Yaur articles on the Nationa) and Fred Bear’s money
shoot was out of this world, 1 couldn’ make the National,
but reading your issue I felt as if T was there each day.
Your hunting coverage is great, ton! You write about
hunts every archer can go on.

I have every issue of The Eastern BowHUNTER from
the heginning and hope to keep it that way. My suh-
seription runs out with the next issue, so I'm contacting
vou a month carly so I won’t miss an issuc.

Dave Staples
95 N. Riverview Rd.
Phillipsburg, N. J.

{Ed. Notc: We enjoy Dave’s publication, too. 1t’s the
Musky Chiker, official paper of the Musconctcong Bow-
men. )

Oops! Wrong Dates!

Reader Roy Binton points out that we gave you the
wrong dates for the Vermont bow season: the dates are
Qct. 24-Nov. 2. {We said Oct. 24-Nov, 11.) Roy says
he wishes he had those extra days!

(More Five Ring on page 38)

Ifs 1970, and typical bowbender Archie Tox (we
mean Archie Tox, Jr., son of 1958s Archie) has just
lost an arrow in the woods behind T'arget 82 . . | it’s one
of those real expensive aluminums that cost $10 a dozen
and are impossible to bend . . . from his pocket Archie
takes 2 black metal box about the size of a cigarette pack,
turns a knob and walks through the brush . . . éeep beep,
says the box . . . Archie points it this way and that . . . the
beeps grow louder . .. Archie finds his arrow . . . yessir,
those tiny radio transmitters they build mto shafts thesc
days are great . . . and you can’t tell the built-in aluminum
fletching from real feathers!

Archie walks to the next position, raises his lightning-
fast 25 lb. glass-and-magnesium bow . . . after shooting
the back 56 of his club’s well-kept 112-target course, he
heads for the club house bar and lofts a brew ., . . he
can’t make up his mind to swim in the club pool or take
a shower in the locker room . . . that pool’s too small, he
thinks: we better build a new one, what with 350 mem-
bers. His wife’s coming out to the club for dinner on the
terrace, so Arch heads for the showers . . . he steps in the
trophy room to read the weekly Eastern BowHUNTER . . .
he secs the account of the $50,000 Nadonal Open, and
wishes he could have been one of the 6{00 archers who
competed . . . but after all, there’ll be $15,000 in purses at
the upcoming state shoot . . . they say 32-year-old Jay
Peake will be there . . . be’s darned near as famous as the
President or old Mickey Mantle . . . that was a nice photo
of Mr. Peake on the cover of Life magazine last week . . .
getting tired of seeing him on TV, though . . . Dad re-
members when Mr. Peake won his first National . . . only
20,000 NFAA members then . . . now, a mllion, and
thousands of clubs . . . more bowhunters than gunners,
too . .. so many you have to go to Alaska if you want to
hunt alone, apd that’s a 2-hour jet trip . . . oh well, you
can’t have everything. . . .

(Turn to page 34)

YOU BET I'LL SUBSCRIBE!

Sirs: THE EASTERN BOWHUNTER, Ameri-
ca’s fastest growing archery magazine, is just as
important to my enjoyment of the sport as my
bow, I don’t want to miss a single issue, so here’s
my dough!

{ ) Here’s my $2 for a year’s subscription

( )} Here's my $38 for a two years’ subscription

Name

Streetl City Zone

State

THE EASTERN BOWHUNTER, RIDERWQOD, MD.










































































































