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VFW POST 7397 

 

Greetings Comrades, Sisters, and Brothers, 
 
First of all, I would like to congratulate the post on earning 100% Membership honors for the 2019-2020 year.  This makes 4 
consecutive years at 100% or above.  Thank you to all for what you do as this was a team win.  Also, congratulations to our new 
VFW National Commander-in-Chief Hal Roesch II and Auxiliary National President Sandi Onstwedder along with the rest of the 
leadership as we look forward to another exciting and productive year. 
 
It certainly has been an interesting and different year with everything going on in our nation.  We have continued our mission 
which is to take care of our veterans and families.  Even locally at the post we have adapted to the changes.  We resumed our 
steak nights in May but with a twist.  The curbside delivery option has been a success and we will continue with it until we can 
reopen fully with no restrictions. 
 
July kicks off our new membership year, so we are offering an “Early Bird Special” for our VFW Comrades that have an annual 
subscription.  Until Aug 31st, all annual dues for renewals and new members will be $30.  For those that renew, this will add a 
year to your current expiration date, even if it’s not till next June.  Take advantage of this option and get renewed for another 
year.  We even have a Venmo option to pay your dues by sending to @VFW7397.  For those that want to upgrade to Life 
Membership, you can pay a lump sum or there is an installment plan.   
 
As summer starts to wind down, it’s back to school time.  This year’s Voice of Democracy theme is “Is This the Country the 
Founders Envisioned?” and the Patriot’s Pen theme is “What is Patriotism to Me?”.  Please help push these 2 programs along 
with Teacher of the Year for Elementary, Middle, and High School.  The program information is under Programs & Newsletters 
on vfw7397.org.  All of these entries are due to the post by Oct 31st. 
 
Please continue to submit Veterans and Community Service reports to our Junior Vice at jrvice@vfw7397.org. 
 
Save the date – KS VFW Department Mid-Summer Meeting and School of Instruction will be on August 7-8 in Russell, KS. If 
you are interested in attending, get in touch with one of the Post Officers and we can get you details 
Save the date – District 2 Mid-Summer and School of Instruction will be on September 12th at 1000 hrs. at VFW Post 1980 in 
Emporia.   
 
As always, if there is anything, we can do for you, let us know. 

 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Jason Parkes 
VFW Post 7397 – Commander 
334-614-6693   j.parkes@comcast.net 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:j.parkes@comcast.net


Just in case you missed the new officers, here they are again. 
 
Sr. Vice Commander     Jr. Vice Commander    Quartermaster 
Rick McKenna    Dave DeWitt     Bob Moyer 

         
 
 

Chaplain    Surgeon     JAG 
John Linstra    Jeff Laurendeau    Bruce Fischbach 

        
 
 
Adjutant    3 Yr. Trustee     2 Yr. Trustee 
Bob Teetsel    Corey Hunt     Jeff Winters 

        
 
 
1 Yr. Trustee    3 Yr. House Committee   2 Yr. House Committee 
Chris Stergos    Bridget Shannon    Ralph Schneider 

         
 
1 Yr. House Committee  Service Officer 
Fred Churchill    Mike Petersen 

     
 



  



 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
  



  



 

VFW AUXILIARY 7397 

 
 
 
 

Greetings VFW Auxiliary members, 

It has been one heck of a year with this Pandemic we are living. We are learning a lot about ourselves and each other. We have 

to make sure and stay safe. Please wear masks and wash your hands often. Being kind goes a long way.  

The Department Mid-Summer School of Instruction is August 7-9 in Russell, KS.  All members are welcome.  This will be 

available via ZOOM.  Check your Sunflower Express for more information.  

District 2 School of Instruction will be September 12th at 10:00 am. Post 1980 located at:  932 Graphic Arts Rd, Emporia, KS  

If you know anyone who would like to be part of the VFW Auxiliary, let Maribeth Fischbach or I know and we will get the 
application to you.  The new year has started, and your membership renewal is now due. If you haven't done so, please send in 
your remittance. When an auxiliary reach 100%, we get awards! Let’s reach this goal early. Think about life memberships also. 
Any changes of address, emails or phone numbers can be directed to Maribeth at mbf1923@gmail.com or 913-620-0913. 
  

 

Respectfully  
 
Kimberly Keane 
VFW Auxiliary President 
913-709-3639 
keane.kim@gmail.com 
 
 
 

         
 

mailto:mbf1923@gmail.com
mailto:keane.kim@gmail.com


          
  
   



 
    AMERICAN LEGION POST # 407 

 
 
 
 

Greetings Legionnaires 
 
At this writing our country is in a war against the Corona-19 virus. I pray that you and your family are all healthy as we continue 
this fight. 
 
Thank you all for the fine job on membership 2019, we achieved our goal and more with 103.4%.  We now kick off our 2020 
Membership Drive.  We expect to keep up the good work to achieve 100% again this year. Please mail in your dues ASAP and 
look for a new member to join our ranks in 2020. 
 
                                   I’M ONE, I’LL GET 0NE 
 
Regular Monthly Meetings: 
 
August   8-17-2020       Monday @ 7:00 PM 
September 9-21-2020 Monday @ 7:00 PM 
 
FISH AND CHICKEN DINNERS ------- ARE SUSPENDED UNTILL FUTHUR NOTICE DUE TO CORONA-19 RESTRICTIONS 
 
To help offset our loss of income from our dinners we plan to do some fund raising by having a couple Drive-Thru pick-ups for 
SMOKED RIB’S.  More information will be covered in this newsletter about the dates and times. We will appreciate your 
participation. 
 
CANCELLED EVENTS: 
 
Boys State 
Cadet Law 
Leadership College 
Baseball 
Kansas Start Fair 
Camp O Rama 
 
Continue to support your American Legion we will beat this virus and get things back to normal. We need to continue our 
important programs for our veterans and families. 
 
Thank you for your service. 
 
 
Charile Grieco,  
Commander 
American Legion 
913-208-8734 
cpg@everestkc.net 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
           Michael L White Gravesite 
           Memorial Day Ceremony 
           Ralph Schneider & Corey Hunt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Labor-day weekend, the American Legion will be offering Ribs out the door.  Spare Ribs per slab will be $18, 
2 slabs for $35, smoked with tender loving care. Pick-up dates are Saturday, August 29th and Sunday, August 
30th, from 12:00 – 6:00. 
 
Please call your order in by Wednesday, August 26th to 913-492-2244. As the Pitmasters need a count. 
 
Ralph Schneider 
Pit Master 

                                              
         

https://bigwaynerbbq.wordpress.com/2011/03/23/did-someone-say-ribs/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


 

 
American Legion Auxiliary Post # 407 

 
 
 

 

Legion Members, 
 

As everyone is aware, this has been an unparalleled year which has certainly affected our usual activities with 
cancellations or rescheduling which will probably continue for some time.  Most of the Legion activities have been 
cancelled as well including the National Convention.  The decision was made to cancel the Kansas American Legion 
Auxiliary Convention which results in all the state officers remaining in place for 2020/2021.   Our usual fund raisers 
have not been held which will limit what we will be able to do the rest of the year. 
 
At present we are planning to have a Reuben Sandwich and chips dinner for $5.00 on September 10 th from 5-6 pm.   
Curbside service will be available.  At present a Chief’s game is scheduled for that day. 
 
Should anyone have ideas on future projects, please do not hesitate to let me or an officer know. 
 
As a reminder, thank you for submitting the 2021 Membership renewals of $24.  
 
To you and your families, please be safe and stay well!   
 
 
 
Pat Willcox, 
American Legion Auxiliary President 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

 
 
 
American Legion Riders 

 
While the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has disrupted numerous activities, the Riders continue to participate is those 
activities that we can.   
 
On June 20th we did the Dam Fun run with lunch at Johnny’s in Lawrence, July 28th saw many of the group ride to Holton for lunch 
at the Trails Cafe. We had 10 riders from ALR 407 participate in a ride on, July 16th honoring the 100th birthday of Mike Katzman, 
an Air Force veteran of World War I, at the Jewish Community Center in Overland Park 
 
The Riders have scheduled rides for August 22nd to Chicken Annie’s in Pittsburg and September 19th to Atchison with lunch at 
Buller’s.   
 
Our ride donation is $10.00 per person (rider, passenger or cage).  KSU usually occur at 10am the morning of the ride; more 
details will be sent out closer to the day of the ride. 
 
Our monthly reoccurring activity schedule is: the 2nd Thursday is our meeting night at 7pm; the 2nd Sunday is normally our ALR 
Breakfast, however buffet breakfasts are not permitted in the current environment. We continue to explore alternatives.  
 
The 4th Tuesday of each month is usually our Dine Out, 6p – 8p at selected restaurants. Our schedule has been altered due to no 
groups at some of our regular establishments have no dine out or are not taking groups. 
 
On July 28th we had 19 participate in dine out at the Hereford House.  Great food and fellowship. 
   
On September 20th 9-4 our fellow ALR Chapter 370 will have their annual “Ride to Remember”. 
 
The last Thursday of the month the Riders normally attend an End of Month (EOM) ceremony at Leavenworth National Cemetery 
to honor our brothers & sisters that have passed away since last ceremony. The National Cemetery is still not allowing group 
activity but is allowing support for some funerals.  We invite anyone to join us at this honor ceremony when this event resumes; 
we send out notice of staging & KSU location & times. 
 
Enjoy the upcoming summer months and stay safe in your travels and activities. 
 

 
OBO Dee ‘Disaster D’ Smith, Director    Clifford ‘Paladin’ Shinski, Asst Director 
ksdisasterqueen@gmail.com  cshinski@kc.rr.com 
913-522-2740  913-387-9644 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ksdisasterqueen@gmail.com
mailto:cshinski@kc.rr.com


 
Jerry ‘Cheesehead’ Bascombe, Secretary    Vince ‘Ironhorse’ Chirafisi, Treasurer 

               cheezehead.jerry@yahoo.com     vincechirafisi@yahoo.com 
 913-940-5088       913-221-6528 

                                                                           

  

 Website: www.alr407.org 
 
 

     
 
 

                      
 Jerry Ingram one of the Riders Friends 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cheezehead.jerry@yahoo.com
mailto:vincechirafisi@yahoo.com


 

GREETINGS FROM THE CLUB ROOM 
 

Hello Members, 
 
The clubroom is so happy to be back in operation.  Thank you all for your continued support. Hand sanitizer is 
provided at the door please use before entering.   
 
Taco Tuesday will return on August 4th, from 5:00 – 7: 00, however, you will place your order with the bartender of 
what you would like, for example 3 tacos, cheese, tomatoes, etc., and we will prepare them for you. There will be an 
order form for you to fill out.  
  

 
 
Friday August 21st the clubroom will be hosting a Goodfellas style dinner, Italian rope sausage with cherry tomatoes, 
garlic and basil with rhubarb strawberry tart served 6-7 pm for $8.00. 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
September 10th, join us in the clubroom for bucket specials.  Cheer on the returning Superbowl champions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The canteen will be starting an ongoing fundraiser until the end of October. Which Commander or Past Commanders 
of the post would you like to see dress up as a Lady?   Cans will be put out with the Commanders pictures on them, 
put money in their can.  The top three money making cans will be pulled a week before Halloween and those 3 men 
will dress like a woman, with the help of the bartenders. We will make them pretty as they can be.  The lucky guys 
that get to become gals will show off their look at the Halloween party this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/food/recipes/beans/pinto-bean-and-beef-tacos
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 
Halloween will be a special red white and blue theme this year.  Prizes for most (red, white and blue), best (Historical 
American figure), and most (Patriotic). We hope to see you all join in the fun and we will see you in the clubroom. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for your support 

Farrah Fiocati, 
Club Room Manager 
VFW 7397 
hallrental@vfw7397.org  
913-492-2244 

 
 

mailto:hallrental@vfw7397.org


 

 August 2020     No Tuesday or Saturday Holdem, Tacos Are Back 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

    1 
 

2 3 4            Tacos Return 
5-7pm 

 

5              MCL 
Meeting 7pm 

 

6         VFW & Auxiliary 
Meetings 

7pm 
 

7 8 

9 
 

10 11             Tacos 
5-7pm 

12 13                    ALR 
Meeting 

7 pm 

14            Drive Through 
Steak Night 

6-7 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17    American Legion & 
Auxiliary Meetings 

7pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18              Tacos 
5-7pm 

19             MCL 
Meeting 7pm 

 

20          VFW Planning 
Meeting   7pm 

 

 

 
 

 

21      Clubroom Italian Dinner  
6-7pm 

 

22 
 

23 
 
 
_______________________ 
30             Rib Pick-Up 

12-6 

24 
 
 
_____________________ 
31 

25            Tacos 
5-7pm 

 
 
 

Rider Dine Out 

26 27 28          Drive Through 
Steak Dinner 

6-7pm 
 

29                   Rib Pick-up 
12-6 

 

5-CARD STUD EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 

 



 

  September 2020  No Tuesday or Saturday Holdem, Tacos Are Back 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1              Tacos 
5-7pm 

2         MCL Meeting 
7pm 

3         VFW & Auxiliary 
Meetings 

7pm 
 

4 5 

6 7 
 
 
 

Labor Day 

8              Tacos 
5-7pm 

9             10         ALR Meetings 
7pm 

Bucket Special 
Rueben 

Sandwiches 
 
 
 
 

11              Drive Through 
Steak Night 

6 -7 
 

12 

13 14 
 

15            Tacos 
5-7pm 

 

16          MCL Meeting 
7pm 

17       VFW Planning 
Meeting 7pm 

18                POW/MIA 
Recognition Day 

19 

20 21 American Legion & 
Auxiliary Meetings 

7pm 

 

22           Tacos 
5-7pm 

23 24 25              Drive Through 
Steak Night 

6-7 pm 
 

26 

27 28 29            Tacos 
5-7pm 

30    

5-CARD STUD EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 

 



CHANNING WOLFE, CLU, CHFC 
 

Medicare Supplements, Part D or Medicare Advantage plans 
Life, Dental, and Long-Term Care Insurance 
 
913-888-8382      Associated with Affordable Medicare Solutions 
channingwolfe@gmail.com  
 
8676 West 96th Street, #101   
Overland Park, KS 66212 
www.amskc.com/channingwolfe 

  
 
 

 

mailto:channingwolfe@gmail.com
http://www.amskc.com/channingwolfe

