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Combined, Donald Trump, Bernie Sanders and Ben Carson now outpoll their
establishment rivals, lopsidedly in New Hampshire. We are at the leading edge of a
national political revolt, driven less by ideological litmus testing, far more an expression
of open disgust for the Washington insider class who give lip service to average
Americans and enrich and aggrandize themselves by selling power and economic
privilege to the high bidder.

A blatant case in point is the Group Purchasing Organization (GPO) safe harbor
exemption, an obscure one-paragraph law written by medical industry lobbyists and
snuck into a 1987 Medicare/Medicaid reform bill. The six dominant GPOs are
middlemen, supplying most of the $300 billion in generic drugs and medical equipment
and supplies used by U.S. hospitals.

The GPO safe harbor is unique in federal law, permitting vendors to pay kickbacks to
GPOs who in turn pay kickbacks to hospitals and for-profit hospital executives in return
for sole-source contracts. This legalized corruption warps traditional free-market
incentives that give us continuously improving products and services at lower cost.
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Combined with lax antitrust enforcement, legalized GPO kickbacks have sharply
suppressed competition, manufacturing capacity and innovation in the generic drug and
medical equipment and supply industries. Additionally, American health care costs are
increased by at least $30 billion annually, $17 billion of this paid by taxpayers. Doctors
are stuck with periodic shortages and price spikes for commodity anesthetics, antibiotics
and even bagged sterile saline. Patients are subjected to unnecessary risk.

For 15 years, doctors, health care entrepreneurs, muckraking journalists and a handful
of senators (Grassley, Coburn, Kohl and Leahy) have fruitlessly pressed Congress to end
this corrupt, crony capitalist market distortion by simply repealing the GPO kickback safe
harbor law.

Why no action by Congress?
Leadership barons in both parties get
millions in campaign contributions
from GPOs, hospitals, manufacturer
cartels and their lobbyists. The
Democrats’ lead handmaiden and
recipient of GPO campaign money is
Sen. Chuck Schumer, who went
ballistic during a 2006 Senate hearing
because GPO kickbacks were even
being discussed.
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What to do? Repealing the GPO
kickback safe harbor is but one of
thousands of discrete and widely supportable reforms that would end crony capital
corruption and restore government of, by, and for the people. But congressional party
barons use their hammerlock over procedure to block reform bills like these on behalf of
their donors. One simple solution is to allow every member of Congress to do what
every member of the New Hampshire Legislature can do: bring bills to the House or
Senate floor for a straight up-or-down vote.

Under U.S. Senate rules and custom, only the Senate majority leader can offer a motion
to proceed to floor debate on a bill. | propose a change to Senate rules allowing a simple
majority of 51 senators to agree to allow floor debate and a vote on specific, single-
subject bills. Under this special rule, debate time limits would be agreed to by sponsors
in advance, only germane amendments permitted, and the right to filibuster retained.

As in the New Hampshire Legislature, this procedural change would not grind Congress
to a halt. It would force debate and votes on more issues. Senators would spend more
time on our nation’s backlog of pressing and unresolved issues. They would stop
spending half their time groveling for money from the crony capitalists who have
corrupted Washington.

Every citizen in our first-in-the- nation primary state should be asking the candidates
what they will do to break Washington gridlock and end crony capitalist corruption.

Jim Rubens, of Etna, is a former New Hampshire state senator and ran for U.S. Senate
last year.

Share: Email

Print (/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices?print=true)

0 Like Share

clinton)
Oct 1,2015 11:48AM

~ ’nion/FeaturedVoices/RaiseYourGlass.
:YOUR GLASS
NION/FEATUREDVOICES/RAISEYOURGLA!
e Your Glass: From France, a
sy White Wine That’s Perfect
Seafood
://[www.vnews.com/opinion/fea
5/raise-your-glass-from-france-a-
citrusy-white-wine-thats-perfect-
with-seafood)

Sep 23, 2015 12:39AM

~ inion/FeaturedVoices/Mackie/) OVER
' (/OPINION/FEATUREDVOICES/MACKIE/)
1 Mackie: The ‘Everything Vest’
- 1ld Be an Aging Antidote
p://Www.vnews.com/news/news]
an-mackie-the-everything-vest-
d-be-an-aging-antidote)

Sep 26, 2015 12:13AM

AdChoices [

yOour new
favorite

Just Posted
(http://www.vnews.com/news/lir

JusTIN  Enfield Costume Designer Tak
(http://www.vnews.com/opinio
costume-designer-takes-best-i1

JusTIN The Latest on US storms: Rain

(http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV
10-02-US--East%20Coast%20F


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BXgq92bYOVpKIOY2XMLnsnKgFuuuDpQcAAAAQASCy1dIbOABY0pDh77MCYMmu_IiEpOwPsgENd3d3LnZuZXdzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBU2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudm5ld3MuY29tL29waW5pb24vMTg4MzUyODktOTUvY29sdW1uLXBvbGl0aWNzLWNvcnJ1cHRpb24tYW5kLWRydWctcHJpY2VzwAIC4AIA6gIjLzExMzUzMDAyL05ld3NfSW50ZXh0X01lZF9SZWN0YW5nbGX4AoHSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5GiGChj9m_KgX1RMJ_wpqDh8&sig=AOD64_212Ykkau38KZr3iCQQnt9p7f2CJQ&client=ca-pub-4960834282443967&adurl=http://www.uppervalleystove.com/harman
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu0kXRr4qgyF3xaDIYchNEMnjp4jNeBc2gdC1xMzHeGI1nRNBeDaDDUyGuVYRjQ4n7AUyInTtRnyAUA-BkZubKrR6GX&sig=Cg0ArKJSzH4ZfGpTil7-&adurl=http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site%3D848713/mnum%3D2031571/cstr%3D86668386%3D_560eb6da_1704748235_848713*2031571*87*0_1_/xsxdata%3D%24XSXDATA/imptid%3DAS401056a0fb57413794c41cbb99c2f4cd/bnum%3D86668386/optn%3D64%3Ftrg%3Dhttp://www.zulily.com/womens-tops%253Ftid%253D18476634
http://adinfo.aol.com/
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices#
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices?print=true
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices#
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices#
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices#
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices#
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices#
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/18835289-95/column-politics-corruption-and-drug-prices#
http://www.vnews.com/news/18834457-95/john-gregg-loyalists-sticking-by-clinton
http://www.vnews.com/Opinion/FeaturedVoices/RaiseYourGlass/
http://www.vnews.com/Opinion/FeaturedVoices/RaiseYourGlass/
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/featuredvoices/raiseyourglass/18716447-95/raise-your-glass-from-france-a-citrusy-white-wine-thats-perfect-with-seafood
http://www.vnews.com/Opinion/FeaturedVoices/Mackie/
http://www.vnews.com/Opinion/FeaturedVoices/Mackie/
http://www.vnews.com/news/newsletter/18747487-95/dan-mackie-the-everything-vest-could-be-an-aging-antidote
http://www.vnews.com/news/livenews/
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/featuredvoices/maggiecassidy/18861149-95/enfield-costume-designer-takes-best-in-show-at-nh-comic-con
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2015-10-02-US--East%20Coast%20Rainstorm-The%20Latest/id-52965b317a184462b7184a8227c512e0

Contribute:

Suggest a correction (http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/correction)
Send a photo (http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/photo)

Suggest a link (http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/link)

Send a news tip (http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/news_tip)

Letter to the Editor (http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/letter-to-the-editor)

52965b317a184462b7184a82:

JUSTIN  Asleep: Sleeping bags not gon
(http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV
10-02-NH-ODD--Sleeping%?20t
3275d11586c4405b8bd958b4¢

11:59AM  Open lieutenant governor's sei
(http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV
10-02-VT--Lieutenant%20Gove

11:29AM  School bus overturns in Berlin
(http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV
10-02-VT--Bus%200verturns/ic

09:590AM  The Latest on US storms: Hit f
(http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV
10-02-US--East%20Coast%20F
53cb620ea5644b13b2a80443f

09:35AM  Court upholds $236M verdict i
(http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV
10-02-US--Pollution%20Trial/ic

08:47AM  The Latest on storm: 12 crew {
(http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV
10-02-US--East%20Coast%20F

ACI_ACCrAdTANAON~AL A7 110 A

Popular

Most read stories in the past 7 days.

1. Infamous Thetford Wall Will Come Down
(http://www.vnews.com/news/18806483-
95/infamous-thetford-wall-will-come-
down) (2488 reads)

2. Seldon Technologies Lays Off All Windsor
Employees
(http://www.vnews.com/photos/inthenews
95/seldon-technologies-lays-off-all-
windsor-employees) (1888 reads)

3. A Life: James Cantore, 1928-2015; ‘He
Was a Cool Guy Who Lived a Great Life’
(http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytowr
95/a-life-james-cantore-1928-2015-he-
was-a-cool-guy-who-lived-a-great) (1566
reads)

4. State: E. Coli Tied To Hamburgers
(http://www.vnews.com/news/18821544-
95/state-e-coli-tied-to-hamburgers) (1530
reads)

5. Dartmouth Outlines Fix for Geisel Deficit
(http://www.vnews.com/news/dartmouth/:
95/dartmouth-outlines-fix-for-geisel-
deficit) (1392 reads)

6. Liberty Utilities Proposes Natural Gas
Site for 12A
(http://www.vnews.com/news/18807173-
95/liberty-utilities-proposes-natural-gas-
site-for-12a) (1286 reads)

7. Vt. Poet, Dartmouth Mathematics Grad
Named ‘Genius’ Fellows
(http://www.vnews.com/news/dartmouth/:
95/vt-poet-dartmouth-mathematics-grad-
named-genius-fellows) (1108 reads)

8. Congregation Votes to Sell White River
Junction Church
(http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytowr


http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/correction
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/photo
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/link
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/news_tip
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/letter-to-the-editor
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2015-10-02-US--East%20Coast%20Rainstorm-The%20Latest/id-52965b317a184462b7184a8227c512e0
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/43dda9ff6c4347c09d7ecdb8d0d1cdea/Article_2015-10-02-NH-ODD--Sleeping%20Bag%20Snafu/id-3275d11586c4405b8bd958b46537c72d
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2015-10-02-VT--Lieutenant%20Governor/id-ab57ce080f78453dbc0db6f16caea6e4
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2015-10-02-VT--Bus%20Overturns/id-c3c566090e084d979d3e207fd624e013
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2015-10-02-US--East%20Coast%20Rainstorm-The%20Latest/id-53cb620ea5644b13b2a80443fbaa258a
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/04c7aadb6f33487a95d103d06e6a00db/Article_2015-10-02-US--Pollution%20Trial/id-61254e4ff8954e5c9ff9e89516ee12ab
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2015-10-02-US--East%20Coast%20Rainstorm-The%20Latest/id-3fda4f50d71248069ad7dbfbd2af9af5
http://www.vnews.com/news/18806483-95/infamous-thetford-wall-will-come-down
http://www.vnews.com/photos/inthenews/18809140-95/seldon-technologies-lays-off-all-windsor-employees
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/hartford/18751484-95/a-life-james-cantore-1928-2015-he-was-a-cool-guy-who-lived-a-great
http://www.vnews.com/news/18821544-95/state-e-coli-tied-to-hamburgers
http://www.vnews.com/news/dartmouth/18808319-95/dartmouth-outlines-fix-for-geisel-deficit
http://www.vnews.com/news/18807173-95/liberty-utilities-proposes-natural-gas-site-for-12a
http://www.vnews.com/news/dartmouth/18820422-95/vt-poet-dartmouth-mathematics-grad-named-genius-fellows
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/hartford/18806061-95/congregation-votes-to-sell-white-river-junction-church

Categories

* Home
(http://www.vnews.com/home/)

= News
(http://www.vnews.com/news/)

» Obituaries

(http://www.vnews.com/obituaries/)
"

* Opinion
(http://www.vnews.com/opinion/)

= Sports
(http://www.vnews.com/sports/)

v Life & Times
(http://www.vnews.com/lifetimes/)

= Calendar
(http://calendar.vnews.com)

» Marketplace
(http://classifieds.vnews.com)

Newspaper & Website

= Terms of Service (/terms-of-
service)

= Privacy Policy (/privacy-policy)
= Copyright Notice (/copyright)
= Reader Services (/contact-us)
Contact Us (/contact-us)

= Submit an Obituary
(/submitting-obituary)

Our Newspaper Family Includes

DALY HAMPSHIRE
(M:rnN-:r.!Ol;;

AMHERST
BULLETIN

THE RECORDER A(]\

95/congregation-votes-to-sell-white-river-
junction-church) (970 reads)

. Liberty Utilities Details Natural Gas Site

Plans
(http://www.vnews.com/news/18820224-
95/liberty-utilities-details-natural-gas-
site-plans) (965 reads)

. Dartmouth Replaces Newly Hired Native

American Program Director
(http://www.vnews.com/home/18850387-
95/dartmouth-replaces-newly-hired-
native-american-program-director) (935
reads)

trendy
tops

UP TO
70% OFF

SHOP?>

dress for BLUE skies

Advertise

SHOP
DAILY DEALS UP TO 70% OFF
Connect With Us
= Advertise (/advertise) RSS Feeds Subscribe Facebook
= Place a classified ad (/place- (http://www.vnewd aninsfriisé) (http://www.fe
News/246562'

classified-ad)

Contribute

= Suggest a correction
= Send a photo
= Suggest a link

= Send a news tip

Newsletters
(/newsletters/)

Main Office
(http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/correction) .
24 Interchange Drive

West Lebanon, NH
(http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/phoge)7g4

603-298-8711
(http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/link)

(http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/news_tip)

= Letter to the Editor

(http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/letter-

to-the-editor)

vAL LY

VALIEYABVOCATS cOM

MONATNOCK

r()(filte Coxcorp 2 Moxtron  Ledger-Transcript VALLEY NEWS

(http://www.ledgertrans......_-...,


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuOtjranGDy62Ow3ZIFdAs1wkta0xvsqBz7RSzMfVUevl2B3aCfgdOqDkcF_YvtvJM5TKwnLIU6BHsCyy4HcrxSn2cp&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA-CG2684z0m&adurl=http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site%3D815944/mnum%3D2031570/cstr%3D66319289%3D_560eb6d9_1375107774_815943*1093644*-20*0!815944*2031570*1183*0_1_/xsxdata%3D%24XSXDATA/imptid%3DAS4010562562e2479cb058f473d91e6526/bnum%3D66319289/optn%3D64%3Ftrg%3Dhttp://www.zulily.com/womens-tops%253Ftid%253D18476626
http://adinfo.aol.com/
http://www.vnews.com/home/
http://www.vnews.com/news/
http://www.vnews.com/obituaries/
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/
http://www.vnews.com/sports/
http://www.vnews.com/lifetimes/
http://calendar.vnews.com/
http://classifieds.vnews.com/
http://www.vnews.com/terms-of-service
http://www.vnews.com/privacy-policy
http://www.vnews.com/copyright
http://www.vnews.com/contact-us
http://www.vnews.com/contact-us
http://www.vnews.com/submitting-obituary
http://www.vnews.com/advertise
http://www.vnews.com/place-classified-ad
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/correction
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/photo
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/link
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/news_tip
http://drupal.vnews.com/forms/letter-to-the-editor
http://www.vnews.com/rss/
http://www.vnews.com/subscribe
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Valley-News/246562960523
http://www.vnews.com/newsletters/
http://www.gazettenet.com/
http://www.amherstbulletin.com/
http://www.recorder.com/
http://www.valleyadvocate.com/
http://www.concordmonitor.com/
http://www.ledgertranscript.com/
http://www.vnews.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst4zsc8x5Et21fAmf0RiLobG85hpEGF3SuKw6gwckfxiVCiDq_m3o8toBBbZUu9-_gaDaS0JsgydNex-kPmg7H5CUdE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEb7JpEnFo1s&adurl=http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site%3D815942/mnum%3D2031572/cstr%3D69161725%3D_560eb6da_0260161564_815941*1093643*1183*0!815942*2031572*1183*0_1_/xsxdata%3D%24XSXDATA/imptid%3DAS4010560bb5aa4374af85d2847fbf0503/bnum%3D69161725/optn%3D64%3Ftrg%3Dhttp://www.zulily.com/womens-dresses%253Ftid%253D18476654
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/hartford/18806061-95/congregation-votes-to-sell-white-river-junction-church
http://www.vnews.com/news/18820224-95/liberty-utilities-details-natural-gas-site-plans
http://www.vnews.com/home/18850387-95/dartmouth-replaces-newly-hired-native-american-program-director

(http://www.gazettenet.¢bttd)//www.amherstbullétitpzdwwiwv.recorder.cothithp://www.valleyadvocategdimivw.concordmonitor.com) (http://www.vnews.com)
IENTERPRISI (httpi//enterprise.vnews.com/) %‘%W (http://goinggreen.recorder.com/) POLITICALMONITOR

(http://politics.concordmonitor.com/)


http://www.gazettenet.com/
http://www.amherstbulletin.com/
http://www.recorder.com/
http://www.valleyadvocate.com/
http://www.concordmonitor.com/
http://www.vnews.com/
http://enterprise.vnews.com/
http://goinggreen.recorder.com/
http://politics.concordmonitor.com/

