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In June 1982, Brian entered the US Army, where he later became a Medic in
the 2nd 75th Ranger Battalion Recon Platoon, and an instructor in hand to hand
combat. He then served as a combat
medic and bodyguard for the commanding General of the renowned 82nd Airborne Division. After a near fatal accident and intensive rehabilitation, he retired from the Army in 1989. While in rehab, he graduated from the University of
Florida with a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice. His combined experience
and engaging personality has accelerated him into teaching Crime Prevention
and became a Crime Prevention Practitioner under the auspices of the Office of
the Florida Attorney General. Brian has
spoken to hundreds of groups over his
11 years in Crime Prevention, educating
the public and business leaders on key
prevention topics, such as identity theft,
fraud and scam prevention, disaster
safety and workplace violence.

WWW.DWCManatee.com

September’s Guest Speaker
Brian MacNeel
DWC LUNCHEON
September 10th 2019, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

The Crime Prevention Task Force of
Florida is a community service organization developed by former law enforcement officers. It’s mission is to achieve
greater awareness by businesses leaders, as well as, the general public about
the criminal threats facing everyone in
today’s society and to demonstrate effective measures to counter that threat.

Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by
Noon September 5th, 2019
Call Sandy Gander 941.803.6900

or email
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread and cookie
Cost is $18.00
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER FOR SEPTEMBER
Erika has been tied up assisting her mother, who is in the hospital and will be
having surgery, so she asked Joanie LeBaron to prepare the President’s Letter
for September in her absence. Thank You Joanie!
It with great excitement and anticipation that we look forward to September and
the rest of 2019.
Our Club is proud to be represented at the annual convention of the Democratic
Women’s Club of Florida with seven delegates. Many thanks to Mary Young,
Mary Duda, Judy Drake, Hazel Green, Jacqui DesMarets and Pat Benson who will be joining me
September 12-15 in Orlando. I’m sure we’ll have lots to report in next month’s newsletter
A special thanks to Jami Heye for spearheading the October luncheon for all Manatee County Democratic Clubs. Featured speaker will be Larry Eger, vice president of the Sarasota Chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union.
What a timely topic: An insight to the current plight of immigration and voting rights and a discussion
of the Fourth Amendment which protects people from unlawful search and seizure.
We have invited the Manatee Democratic Club, Manatee LGBTA Democratic Caucus, Manatee
Democratic Environmental Caucus, North River Democratic Club, Manatee Democratic Progressive
Caucus, Manasota Young Democrats, Anna Maria Island Democratic Club, Lakewood Ranch Democratic Club, Longboat Key Democratic Club and the Manatee Black Caucus.
Please mark your calendars for this great event. Deadline for reservations is September 24 and the
luncheon is on October 8 at IMG at 11:30.
The 2020 elections are right around the corner and I am looking forward to meeting and supporting
our Manatee County candidates.
See you in September!
Joanie LeBaron
"In Economic Warning Signals, Trump Sees Signs of a
Conspiracy":"President Trump, confronting perhaps the
most ominous economic signs of his time in office, has unleashed what is by now a familiar response: lashing out at
what he believes is a conspiracy of forces arrayed against
him.
"He has insisted that his own handpicked Federal Reserve chair, Jerome H. Powell, is intentionally acting against
him. He has said other countries, including allies, are working
to hurt American economic interests. And he has accused the
news media of trying to create a recession.
"Mr. Trump has repeated the claims in private discussions with aides and allies, insisting that
his critics are trying to take away what he sees as his calling card for re-election. Mr. Trump has been
agitated in discussions of the economy, and by the news media's reporting of warnings of a possible
recession. He has said forces that do not want him to win have been overstating the damage his
trade war has caused, according to people who have spoken with him. And several aides agree with
him that the news media is overplaying the economic fears, adding to his feeling of being justified,
people close to the president said." By: The New York Times
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McConnell playing old NRA con game
on gun legislation
There's an old game that Congress and the NRA have been playing for decades to slow down and ultimately defeat gun safety
legislation, and it sure looks like they're at it again, with Moscow
Mitch McConnell helping them along. We watched it as long ago
as the Clinton administration in the aftermath of the Columbine
school massacre, and it sure looks like it's going to happen again.
In 1999, before everything was filibustered to death, the Senate
passed a Democratic proposal to require background checks at gun shows (sound familiar?) 51-50, with Vice
President Al Gore casting the tie-breaking vote. They packaged the provision in a larger "juvenile justice"
bill. Then it went to the House, where Republican leadership, with an assist from NRA board member and
Democrat John Dingell, killed it with a poison amendment that weakened existing law. The amendment
passed, making the whole package so untenable that Democrats couldn't support it.
At the moment, there are two good bills from the House to expand background checks sitting on Mitch
McConnell's desk. He says he's intent on doing something this time, so here's his chance. All he needs to do
is bring the Senate back from recess and pass them. But that's out of the question for him. So instead,
he's having his Republicans come up with a whole mess of bills.
One is a weaker background checks bill than either of those from the House. It's sponsored by Republican
Pat Toomey and Democrat Joe Manchin. It previously hasn't garnered enough Republican support to pass,
and McConnell won't let anything on the floor that won't pass without majority support among Republicans.
Another option are a couple of "red flag" bills to allow a family member or police "to petition a court to restrict access to firearms for individuals who might be an imminent threat either to others or themselves."
Trump supports these. Democrats, including Richard Blumenthal and Dianne Feinstein, support these, but
argue that they're not nearly a strong enough response to the threat of gun violence. Judiciary Committee
Chairman Lindsey Graham has one of these bills, as does Florida Republican Marco Rubio.
Democrats Feinstein, Blumenthal, and Chris Murphy also have companion legislation to a House bill, sponsored by Democratic Rep. David Cicilline, that would ban the "sale, transfer, manufacturing or possession of
assault weapons like a semiautomatic assault weapon or a large capacity ammunition feeding device, including a magazine." Sen. Robert Menendez has teamed up with Rep. Ted Deutch to introduce companion bills
that would ban the sale, manufacture, and importation of high-capacity magazines holding more than 10
rounds. Graham isn't even going to let these bills get a hearing in his committee, let alone come to the floor.
There are also bills from House and Senate Democrats to order crackdowns by Homeland Security, the Justice Department, and the FBI on domestic terrorism and white supremacy groups that will languish under
McConnell as well.BY: Joan McCarter, Daily Kos
AFTER SIGNING THE BILL INTO LAW — “Florida’s GOP governor asks state high court to
weigh in on voting rights battle,” by POLITICO's Gary Fineout:
Florida’s Republican governor has asked the state’s high court to weigh in on whether a recently-adopted
constitutional amendment restoring voting rights to former felons requires them to first pay fines or fees
imposed by a court.
Why this is important — The move suggests that DeSantis, an ally of President Donald Trump, might be
hesitant to strip the state‘s voting rolls of thousands of former felons who have registered since Florida’s voters overwhelmingly approved the amendment in 2018.
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Trump slams Fox News after poll shows him losing
to Democratic rivals: "There's something going on"
President Donald Trump denounced Fox News after the network released
a poll showing him lagging behind the four current frontrunners for the
Democratic presidential nomination.
"Fox has changed, and my worst polls have always been from Fox. There's something going on at
Fox — I'll tell you right now," Trump told reporters Sunday in New Jersey. "And I'm not happy with it."
The president went on to list which talent on the Fox News roster he was pleased with, while also
suggesting that the hosts of the presidential debates could be determined by who treats him most
favorably.
"Fox was treated very badly by the Democrats — very, very badly having to do with the Democrats
and other things. And I think Fox is making a big mistake," Trump added. "Because you know, I'm
the one who calls the shots on the really big debates. I guess we're probably planning on three of
them. And I'm not happy with Fox."
"I'm certainly happy, I think, Sean Hannity, and Lou Dobbs," the president continued. "And I think
Tucker Carlson, and Laura [Ingraham], and Jesse Watters and Jeannine [Pirro]. We have a lot of
great people."

There were at least two factual errors in Trump's remarks: First, he claimed that he "calls the shots"
about the presidential debates, when in fact the debates have been controlled by the nonpartisan
Commission on Presidential Debates since 1988. The president also repeatedly lumped himself in
with Fox News when he referred to the network as "we," even though Trump is at least ostensibly not
an employee or manager at the right-leaning station.
The Fox News poll referenced by Trump found the president trailing four of the frontrunners for the
Democratic presidential nomination in 2020, including former Vice President Joe Biden and Sens.
Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Kamala Harris of California. According to the survey, Biden bests Trump by a margin of 50 percent to 38 percent, Sanders bests
Trump by 48 percent to 39 percent, Harris bests Trump by 45 percent to 39 percent and Warren
bests Trump by 46 percent to 39 percent. The survey had a three-point margin of error and is consistent with other surveys, which generally show Trump either trailing behind or roughly even with his
various potential opponents.
On the same day, Trump also took a swipe at Fox News analyst Juan Williams, who has been more
willing to criticize the president than other pundits at the network.
"Juan Williams at @FoxNews is so pathetic, and yet when he met me in the Fox Building lobby, he
couldn’t have been nicer as he asked me to take a picture of him and me for his family. Yet he is always nasty and wrong!" Trump tweeted on Sunday.
This is not the first time that Trump has attacked Fox when he has perceived the network as being
insufficiently favorable to him and his political interests. In April, he complained that Fox News hosted
a town hall meeting with Sanders, tweeting: "So weird to watch Crazy Bernie on @FoxNews. Not
surprisingly, @BretBaier and the audience was so smiley and nice. Very strange, and now we have
@donnabrazile?"
Fox News anchor Bret Baier, who had co-hosted the event with Martha MacCallum, tweeted in response to Trump: "Thanks for watching Mr. President - we’d love to have you on a town hall soon —
or even an interview on @SpecialReport —it’s been awhile. We cover all sides."
By: MATTHEW ROZSA, Salon
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Trump Campaign Official Claims People Are ‘Lying’
About Trump’s Racist Twitter Rant
Three of the four progressive female lawmakers Trump
seemed to be targeting were born in the United States.
The media misled Americans when it reported that President Donald
Trump ordered progressive congresswomen of color to “go back” to their
“crime-infested” hellhole countries, a Trump 2020 re-election campaign official insisted Sunday. According to Matt Wolking, Trump did say that, but he didn’t say forever. The president pointed out
that they could return to the U.S. after they help “fix” things in the other countries he imagines
they’re from.

Three of the four progressive female lawmakers he was clearly targeting were born in the United
States. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) and Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) have more
generations of Americans in their ancestries than Trump, whose paternal grandfather and mother
were immigrants. Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) was born in Detroit to Palestinian immigrant parents.
Only Rep. Ilhan Omar of Minnesota was born in a foreign country — Somalia — and moved as a
child to America, where she became a citizen.
“Anyone who says the president told members of Congress to go back to where they came from is
lying,” tweeted Wolking, communications deputy director of Donald J. Trump for President. “He told
them to ‘Then come back and show us how it is done.’” Wolking’s tweet included a screenshot of
Trump’s message in which he clearly writes: “Why don’t they go back” to the “crime-infested places
from which they came.” By Mary Papenfuss, HuffPost

NRA Calls Trump After He Cites Background Checks Support
(NEWSER)

– Since the mass shootings in El Paso and Dayton,
President Trump has suggested to reporters, aides and members
of Congress that background checks for people wanting to buy
guns might be a good idea. That has earned him warning calls
from the head of the National Rifle Association, the Washington
Post reports. Wayne LaPierre, the group's chief executive, called
Tuesday to tell Trump his supporters wouldn't like that, and the
two talked several more times Wednesday. There are bills in the
works to expand background checks, which the NRA officially opposes. A White House official told
the Post that Trump has been asking whether the recent turmoil and accusations involving the gun
rights group will leave it weakened as a political force.
Gun control legislation can't be sent to the president quickly unless Mitch McConnell, the majority
leader, orders the Senate back into session. He hasn't done that, so House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
called on Trump on Thursday to bring the Senate back from recess to take up the background
checks legislation already passed by the House. McConnell said Thursday that the Senate will look
at the legislation next month, per the AP. Also on Thursday, more than 200 mayors wrote Senate
leaders asking that members return to take up the issue. "Our nation can no longer wait for our federal government to take the actions necessary to prevent people who should not have access to
firearms from being able to purchase them," wrote the mayors, including the leaders of El Paso and
Dayton. (Trump took action at an NRA convention.)
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Growing majority of Americans
supports allowing Central American
refugees into U.S.
By: Laura Clawson, Daily Kos

Support for allowing Central American refugees into
the U.S. has grown from 51% in December to 57%
in a July Gallup poll, even as Donald Trump continues to try to turn his cruelty toward asylum-seekers
to his electoral benefit.
Much of the growth in support came from Republicans, rising from the rock-bottom level of 14% to
24%. Independent support grew from 52% to 58%, while support from Democrats edged up
slightly from 82% to 85%. This growth comes despite Trump’s best efforts to appeal to voters’
worst impulses. Maybe most Americans don’t like seeing their government inflict suffering on vulnerable people?
According to 39% of those polled, the border situation is a crisis, while another 35% called it a
major problem. That level of intensity combined with majority—and growing—support for letting
refugees into the U.S. suggests that this may not be the big winning issue Trump has counted on
it being.

THE ADVISER WHO SCRIPTS TRUMP'S
IMMIGRATION POLICY:
With unswerving loyalty, Stephen Miller has singular control
of an issue central to the presidency," by Nick Miroff and
Josh Dawsey: "In Trump, Miller has found a champion for
his ideological goals. He is the singular force behind the
Trump administration's immigration agenda — making him a
crucial White House figure on an issue central to the president's reelection campaign.
"In an interview Friday with The Washington Post, Miller aggressively minimized his role in the administration and would accept no credit for its direction. He said he sees himself as a conservative
populist, someone who pushed his liberal high school in California to have the Pledge of Allegiance
recited on a daily basis, who says he sees U.S. citizenship "as something sacred" and who regards
immigration as a defining element of the nation's future.
"Effusive in praising his boss, Miller said he experienced a 'jolt of electricity to my soul' when he saw
Trump announce his presidential run, 'as though everything that I felt at the deepest levels of my
heart were for now being expressed by a candidate for our nation's highest office before a watching
world.' ...
"Miller, who turns 34 in the coming week, said he has no plans beyond his current job and no personal ambitions. There is only Trump. 'Every day of my life I thank God for having the privilege to
come and work here for this president and this mission,' he said. 'And you cannot understand me,
you cannot understand anything that I say, do or think if you do not understand that my sole motivation is to serve this president and this country, and there is no other.'
by Nick Miroff and Josh Dawsey:, The Washington Post
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Chart: Medical marijuana markets expanding at varying rates, with Oklahoma,
Florida setting the pace
By: Maggie Cowee, Marijuana Business Daily

While medical marijuana is legally available in 36 states and Washington DC, the fragmented nature
of the industry – each state creates its own set of rules – means each market grows at a different
rate.
The new quarterly release of the Marijuana Business Factbook presents updated profiles of each
state market, highlighting the growth occurring in each.
An analysis of state markets that release patient counts on at least a quarterly basis reveals several
key takeaways:
Oklahoma is the fastest-growing medical marijuana market in the average number of daily patient increases, and MMJ patients represent 4.1% of the state’s total population – one of the highest rates in
the nation. Growth is bolstered by low barriers of entry, including the fact there’s no list of qualifying
conditions for patients.
Florida is the second-fastest-growing market in terms of patients joining the registry, with registered
patients making up 1.6% of the state’s total population. This leaves room for further growth, which
may occur from the recent legalization of smokable flower and continued wide access to dispensaries.

Despite having operational markets for only a few months, Arkansas and Ohio have reached a
statewide proportion of medical marijuana patients on par with mature markets such as Illinois, New
Jersey and New York.
After a strong first year of sales, Maryland’s medical marijuana program continues to grow, and regulators are evaluating a second round of business license applications for 10 processors and four cultivators to meet demand.
Arizona and New Mexico continue to post solid growth and may benefit from recent developments in
each state. New Mexico regulators expanded the state’s list of qualifying conditions for patients, are
increasing the number of plants allowed to be grown by the state’s 35 vertically integrated operators
and may be forced to allow for out-of-state reciprocity. Arizona regulators extended the life of medical
marijuana cards from one year to two, and the state Supreme Court recently ruled that marijuana extracts are legal, ending nearly a year of confusion over the legality of sales of edibles, concentrates
and other infused products.

7

OCTOBER SPECIAL LUNCHEON
Our club will be hosting the annual joint meeting for all of the Democratic Clubs in Manatee County
on October 8th, 2019. It will be held at IMG Academy Country Club at 11:30 am. The cost will be
$25 and must be paid prior to September 24th.
You can mail your payment to: Joanie LeBaron,
834 Wee Burn St,
Sarasota, Florida 34243
You can now also pay by credit card, by using our new Pay Pal account. Just follow the Pay Pal
link. There is no additional charge to you for using this service.

CLICK HERE TO PAY THROUGH PAY PAL
If you would like to help set up for the event, please contact Jami Heye at 303.324.0212 or email
her at jheye@ix.netcom.com

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR LUNCHEON POLICY
If you reserve a seat for our meeting and lunch, remember that if you
cannot attend and do not let Sandy Gander know prior to the reservation cut off date, you will still be charged for your lunch. Our club has
to pay for the number of people reserved for regardless of the number
that shows up. You can reach Sandy Gander by phone or email.

We are starting our regular meetings again in
September It’s time to start giving!
Please remember to bring any donations that you can to our meeting.
Our charities are The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as
dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and more.
Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a few. The Bethesda
House is in need of toiletries for both men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon. Together we can
make a difference.
We have two musical videos for our members receiving their Newsletter electronically. The first is
a parody called “GOD BLESS THE NRA”, performed by Kenwyn Dapo. The second musical is
by Rainbow Randy entitled “SUCKERS”. Hope you enjoy.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH

CLICK HERE TO WATCH
“GOD BLESS THE NRA”

“SUCKERS”
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

DWCManatee@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

303-324-0212

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-209-2096

Alysia Simms

alysia.simms@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-803-6900
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Regional Representative
Vacant

Environmental and Ricki Mazzullo 941-746-3471
Legislative Liaison Ricki.Mazzullo@yandex.com
Website Links
DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Position is Open

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
August 25th is the Women’s Equity Day Luncheon

At Lakewood Ranch
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida Convention is
September 12th— 15th in Orlando, Florida
There are numerous events for Democratic Members
throughout the month of August. To check times and dates
of these events please visit our Manatee County Democratic
website at www.ManateeDemocrats.com.
You can also stop by the Democratic Headquarters located
435 Manatee Ave W, Bradenton, FL to receive and event
information or call (941) 301-4336 to speak to a volunteer.
Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

(switchboard) 202-456-1111
OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

(202) 224-5274

941.727.2042

Newt.newton@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)

202-224-3041

www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov

941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

