 THE FIRST CHURCH OF WEST BRIDGEWATER

Unitarian Universalist Association and United Church of Christ

Jan. 19, 2020   Service of Word  2nd Sun. af. Epiphany  10 A.M.
Gathering Songs                                  Rosemary Valentine, Organist

Welcome        
Centering Music      “Surely the Presence of the Lord”      H No. 556
Choral Response                   

Call to Worship                                         Jenny Williams, Deacon
L: God is calling. You are being called by name, for a purpose.

P: God, you have searched us and know us. You discern our thoughts from far away.

L: Do not confuse the siren calls of the world for God’s call. Do not confuse the values of this world for God’s values. 

P: You know, O God, when we sit and when we stand. You know when we lie down and where we go.
L: Your words and your deeds are known to God. You were known to God before you were born.

P: Your knowledge of us is more than we can understand. Your thoughts embrace us amid all you have created.
* Hymn               “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”               H No. 235
Lighting the Chalice 

Unitarian Universalist Principle                 Jenny Williams, Deacon

L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Unitarian thinker W. E. Channing         Pastor Steve Finlan

“In regard to the spiritual influence by which God brings the created spirit into conformity to his own[:] It is gentle, that it may not interfere with our freedom. It sustains, mingles with, and moves all our faculties. It acts through nature, providence, revelation, society, and experience. . . God, being immediately present to the soul, holds immediate communion with it.” Works, p. 417

Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation             “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                H No. 414
Scripture                          Psalm 40:1–10                           H No. 621
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: O God, our lives are an open book to you. Help us to recognize in ourselves what you have seen there. Remove our distortions. Awaken in us a sorrow over the wrong we have done and the good we have neglected. Create in us an earnest desire to change. Because of your love and care, we can face and overcome the sins we here confess. Amen.

Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”             H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
in the light of his glory and grace.

Scripture                         Isaiah 60:1–4
1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Prayer Requests             “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.

Prayer by pastor and by members of the congregation.

Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine 
like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

Inviting Children to Sunday School

Scripture                    John 1:32–35, 40–42
32John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples. . .

40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
Sermon                  “Arise and Shine”                 Pastor Steve Finlan 

* Hymn     “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”                H No. 155
Thank Offerings

  Invitation                                                                 Jenny Williams, Deacon 
  Anthem                                                                                              Choir
 *Doxology                                                                                    H No. 563
 *Offering Prayer 
* Hymn         “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”                   H No. 322
* Benediction                                                    First Church President
L: Jesus said, “Follow me,” so Philip followed. Jesus says to us, “Follow me!” Will we follow?

P: We do not always know where Jesus will lead. But we hear the call, and we intend to follow.

L: Philip found Nathaniel and led him to Jesus. There are many we know whom Jesus is seeking.

P: It is often difficult to share our faith with friends. But we hear the call, and we intend to invite them.

L: Jesus promised, “You will see greater things than I have shown you.” We are Christ’s messengers of revelation today.

P: Wonderful are the works of our God. Christ is our mentor, our Savior and friend.  Amen.

Extinguishing the Candles

* Congregational Response     “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”     H No. 571

* Postlude                                                    Rosemary Valentine, Organist
On Sunday, January 12, we collected $1,489.25 towards meeting our weekly

budget need of $1,451.00
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“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




__________________________________________________________
Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                           THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH________
Today    

  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                               8:50 A.M.
No Confirmation Class with Pastor Steve
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word  

     
Greeters: Barbara and Gaynol Waugh
Ushers: Jane Hatch and Leslie Simpson 

Elementary Sunday School – Martha Amara
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour

 Hostesses: Christine Chisholm & Tina Reed 
Mon., Jan. 20         6:30 P.M.
KA Club Meeting

Tues., Jan. 21      10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.

                               6:30 P.M.
Line Dance Instruction 

Wed., Jan. 22         6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan



  7:15 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Thurs., Jan. 23 
10:00 A.M.
Office Open until 2:00 p.m.

 

10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



11:30 A.M.
Pastor Steve’s Office Hours until 1:00 p.m. 



  1:00 P.M.
Afternoon Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., Jan. 24
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.______________
                                           LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sunday, Jan. 26
  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                               8:50 A.M.
Confirmation Class with Pastor Steve

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word


No Elementary Sunday School
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


 Hostesses: Karen Finlan & Jenny Williams 


11:30 A.M.
The First Church Annual Meeting

Tues., Jan. 28
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Line Dance Instruction 
Wed., Jan. 29        6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., Jan. 30 
10:00 A.M.
Office Open until 2:00 p.m.

 

10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



11:30 A.M.
Pastor Steve’s Office Hours until 1:00 p.m.



  1:00 P.M.
Afternoon Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., Jan. 31
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.______________
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26th. Please be sure to pick up your copy of the “Annual Report” before leaving church today.
Our next Newsletter will be distributed on Sunday, February 2nd. All articles from committee members and any “news bits” are due into the office no later than Sunday, January 26th. You may email your article or news to Jane Hatch at janeh1353@yahoo.com or to Maria at firstchurchwb@juno.com, or you may leave your reports/news on Maria’s desk.
                                  Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	Roberta Anderson
	Norma Anderson
	Prayers for healing

	Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s father
	Lung cancer

	Theresa Capachione
	Christine Chisholm’s friend
	Cancer

	Winnie Christensen
	First Church Member
	Health issues

	Larry Flanagan
	Jane Hatch’s relative
	Needs heart/lung transplant

	Marc Forman
	Norman Fenn’s friend
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	 Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn -- support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Jack
	Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Karen
	Edna Shave’s daughter
	

	Joe and Cathy Kelley
	Members of First Church
	Prayers for healing

	Kerry
	June & Ron Metcalf’s relative
	Lymphoma treatment

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Brain cancer

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Cancer & Alcohol treatment

	Alice Manugian
	Warren Turner’s friend
	

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Brenda McClare
	Janet Salvador’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Richard McMullan
	Kathy Turner’s father
	

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Al Richardson
	Sharon Trojano’s friend
	A.L.S.

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Patricia Santilli
	Keith Crosby’s friend
	Cancer

	Dorothy Seablom
	First Church Member
	Healing from back pain

	Warren Shave
	Edna Shave’s husband
	Multiple health issues

	Cheryl Stevenson
	Carol Vecchi’s friend
	Stage 4 Brain cancer


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________  

Reason __________________________________________________________________ 
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