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This meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Township of Franklin, 
Gloucester County NJ was called to order on January 28th, 2025 @ 19:00 and attended by 
the members noted below. This meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Law. This meeting was included in a list of meeting notices sent to the 
Courier Post newspaper, filed with the Municipal Clerk at the Township of Franklin, 
County of Gloucester and posted at the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company. 
 
Point of Order – The public review of the 2025 budget is taking place tonight.  
 
1. Members’ Present 

 X Andrew Bellone Jr. - Chairman 
 X  Samuel Scapellato - Vice Chairman 
 X Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj - Secretary 
 X Joseph Scapellato - Treasurer 
 X Thomas Bellone Sr. – Commissioner 

 
Public Present & Others:  
None 
 
2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting 
A motion to accept minutes as read was made by Thomas Bellone and seconded by Samuel 
Scapellato. No changes to be made.  
 
3. Treasurers Report & Bills against the Commission  
Joseph Scapellato reported: 
 
Petty cash balance $300.00. This is a new balance for 2025.  
 
Glenn Insurance reported to the Board that they had not received our last payment. After many 
discussions with our account representative Jeff Dunn, it has been determined that the Post 
Office must be losing the checks. This has happened many times before, and Jeff reported that 
checks from other clients sent to them have also been lost . From now on, all payments to Glenn 
Insurance will be hand delivered or picked up to avoid further loss and ensure that the payments 
are safely received.  
 
The 2018 Chevrolet Tahoe Command vehicle’s last payment was made.  
 
A motion to pay all bills and to accept the Treasurers report was made by Andrew Bellone and 
seconded by Mykola Myronowskyj. 
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4. Old Business 
Mykola Myronowskyj reported on the following: 
 
The Board did receive notification that the truck chassis is being built, delivery is still expected 
in the fall of 2025.  
 
The adopted budget for 2025 was sent to the DCA for review.  
 
The ballots for the 2025 Fire District elections were picked up from the printers. The invoice will 
be paid at tonight’s meeting.   
 
5. New Business 
Applications for new members were received. John Butschky and Joseph Sumpter’s applications 
were approved by the Board and will be given to the Chief and President for further processing.  
 
There was an incident with the ERV trailer and 43-57. While loading the ERV back onto the 
trailer, the safety coupling that was not properly latched popped off of the trailer hitch and hit the 
tailgate of the utility truck 43-57. There were no injuries, the matter was reported and 
investigated immediately pursuant to SOP. A written report was filed with the Chief and with the 
Commission. The damage was superficial to the truck and the tailgate has been replaced.  
 
The auditor sent the Board a form to confirm the bank balance’s. The form was completed by the 
bank and has been sent to the auditor.  
 
The 2024 audit is beginning. The auditor has sent a list of files. These files will be put together 
and as soon as all the needed filed have been received, Mr. Myronowskyj will hand deliver them. 
 
The 2025 Fire District election ballots have been hand delivered to the Gloucester County Board 
of Elections, a quantity of 500 ballots were delivered for use as mail in ballots.  
 
The Board received the VFIS quote for our 2025 auto policies. The insurance cost for 2025 will 
be $37,568.00. 
 
The Workers Compensation audit is in progress. The files will be sent to the auditor via their 
portal. Mr. Myronowskyj will compile the files and submit them as soon as possible. 
 
The Board will be looking into creating a login for Newfield bank to electronically download the 
monthly statements. As noted previously, the Post Office continually loses mail, including our 
statements. The bank login will be a read only account and only used to download statements. 
This will eliminate the need for Mr. Scapellato to have to go to the bank to get statement copies.  
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5. New Business continued 
Mr. Scapellato and Mr. Myronowskyj have filed their election registrations. Copies are on file.  
 
Crossroads Trailer sales reported that their payment for the new enclosed trailer had not been  
received. After verifying that the check had not been received, check number 13628 under PO 
7084 amount of $6843.00 was cut and Mr. Myronowskyj will hand deliver it to Crossroads.  
 
Joe Scapellato placed a motion on the floor to increase the monthly payment for DTA Solutions 
to $175.00. The motion was seconded by Thomas Bellone. The motion was voted and passed.  
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Chief of the Fire Department: Not Present 
 
President of the Fire Department: Not Present  
 
Others: Not Present  
 
7. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Andrew Bellone and seconded by Tom Bellone.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 19:23 hours. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 
Secretary of the Board 
Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 
Township of Franklin, Gloucester County NJ 
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