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Worship Plan for Sunday, October 4, 2020 

Feast Day of St Francis 

Blessing of the Animals 

CLC 11:00am 

 
GATHERING 

 

PRAYER OF ST BASIL – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Triune God, who creates, redeems, + and sanctifies. 

Amen. 

 

God of all creation, 

Enlarge within us the sense of communion with all living things, 

Our sisters and brothers, the animals, to whom you gave the earth  

As their home in common with us. 

We remember with shame that in the past 

We have exercised the high dominion 

Of humans with ruthless cruelty 

So that the voice of the earth, which should have gone up to you in song, 

Has been a groan of anguish and a cry of torment. 

May we realize that they live not for us alone 

But for themselves and for you, 

And that they love the sweetness of life.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

estranged from ourselves, each other and all of creation.  God has made 

us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the 

name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  You are restored to 

yourselves, as stewards of God's creation. Almighty God strengthen you 

with humble power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

heart, mind and body, in creation, with each other, through faith. 

Amen. 

 

 



2 

 

GATHERING SONG All Creatures Worship God Most High  

(ELW 835) All Creatures, Worship God Most High! 
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1 All creatures, worship God most high! 

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 

sing, sister moon and stars of night: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain 

you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Dear sister water, useful, clear, 

make music for your Lord to hear: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, 

drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Dear mother earth, so rich in care, 

praise God in colors bright and rare: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 All who for love of God forgive, 

all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ bears your burdens and your fears; 

still make your song amid the tears: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 And you, most gentle sister death, 

waiting to hush our final breath: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, 

fair is the night that leads us home. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part, 

and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All creatures, bless the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to 

renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of 

St Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation 

with complete joy and gladness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:20-25 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." 21So God 

created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 

every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of 

every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, 

"Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth." 23And there was evening and there was morning, 

the fifth day. 
24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 

cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." 

And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, 

and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground 

of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 148 

1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
7Praise the LORD from the earth, 

you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, 

tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, 

fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, 

creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, 

old and young together. 
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and 

heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all 

faithful servants, 

the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. 

Hallelujah! 
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SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-20 

A reading from Colossians. 

 
15He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, 

things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

powers — all things have been created through him and for him. 17He 

himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is 

the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.19For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 

was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL SONG:  Morning Has Broken (ELW 556) 

1 Morning has broken like the first morning; 

 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

 Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

 Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

 

2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven, 

 like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

 Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

 sprung in completeness where God's feet pass. 

 

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 

 born of the one light Eden saw play! 

 Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning, 

 God's recreation of the new day! 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 11:25-30 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

25At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 

and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your 

gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 

and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 

Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 

him. 
28Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

KEIKI STORY 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY This Is My Father’s World (ELW 824) 

 

1 This is my Father's world, and to my list'ning ears 

 all nature sings, and round me rings  the music of the spheres. 

 This is my Father's world; I rest me in the thought 

 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2 This is my Father's world; the birds their carols raise; 

 the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker's praise. 

 This is my Father's world; he shines in all that's fair. 

 In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 
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3 This is my Father's world; oh, let me not forget 

 that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

 This is my Father's world; why should my heart be sad? 

 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; God reigns, let earth be glad! 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

Collect 

O Lord, give us humility to thank you for the creation of animals, who 

can show affection which sometimes puts us to shame. Enlarge our 

respect for these your creatures, of whom we are the guardians. And 

give us a sense of responsibility towards all your creation, for Jesus 

Christ’s sake, Amen.  

-A Prayer from Robert Runcie, 102nd Archbishop of Canterbury 

  

The Blessing  

Animals to be blessed may stand in place with their human companions 

and the following prayer will be used.  Animals online may be blessed 

via text message to pastor or via “chat” function on Zoom. Those 

watching on FB may do better to text than to make requests via the 

“comment” button, which is not monitored from the sanctuary. 

Celebrant: N., (the animal) may you be blessed in the Name of God who 

created you,  

       and May you and N. (the guardian) enjoy life together with our 

God. 

 Amen 

  

Prayer for Pets 

Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all life, 

let your blessing be upon all these animals. May our relationships with 

them mirror your love, and our care for them be an example of your 

bountiful mercy. Grant the animals health and peace. Strengthen us to 

love and care for them as we strive to imitate the love of Jesus Christ our 

Lord and God’s servant Francis. Amen. 

From: Saint Paul the Redeemer Episcopal Church  

Chicago , IL 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us praise God for the creation of the world and for all the living 

creatures in the earth, sky, and sea. 

Brief silence for reflection. 

For the gentle eyes of the deer, the friendship of dogs, the purr of cats, 

the strength of the boar, the beauty of a butterfly, the humor of chimps, 

the intelligence of gorillas, the grace of dolphins, and the magnificence 

of whales.  Help us to keep them safe. 

We are thankful, O God. 

For the bond between all living creatures created by the same Creator, 

and for the memory of our kinship to the animal world kindled each time 

a rainbow appears. 

We are thankful, O God. 

Keep us mindful of the vision of that peaceable place in which all living 

creatures dwell in harmony. 

This we pray, O God. 

Give us a voice to speak in protest when any of our beloved creatures 

are treated cruelly.  Help us to be advocates for those innocents who 

cannot speak for themselves. 

Give us speech, O God. 

Give us ears to hear the cries of those creatures tortured in the name of 

science, skinned in the name of fashion, and neglected in the name of 

economy. 

Let us hear their cries, O God. 

Give us eyes to see our responsibilities, not just to the human 

community, but to the community of all living creatures.  Let us be 

mindful of the rabbinic injunction that, "The way a person treats an 

animal is an index to their soul." 

Help us to see, O God. 
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In this world so full of violence and unkindness, let us act in a gentle 

way toward all your creatures.  A simple stroke on a dog's head, a 

scratch on a cat's chin, and food for birds. 

Help us to be gentle, O God. 
 

Help us to feel the suffering of your creatures, O God.   Especially do we 

remember .... and all those whom we name in our hearts and whose 

names we now speak aloud ....  Hasten the coming of your reign when 

the sun will shine on all your creation living in peace and love. 

This we pray, O God. 
 

We pray this, O Lord.  Help us to be kind and gentle like our Lord 

Jesus.  And may we remember St Francis' love of animals whenever we 

see one of your creatures hurt, suffering, and in need of help.    

Amen. 

 

PEACE AND ALOHA 

Aloha nui e ‘oukou.  

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku  

e mau ana me ‘oukou  

apau loa  

 

Friends and neighbors, sisters and brothers, the peace of Christ be with 

you always. And also with you.  

 

MEAL 

 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 

of those in need. You may send a check via USPS mail to the church 

office or you may go to the church website, www.clcmililani.org, click 

on the “Donate” button and use tithe.ly or PayPal. Mahalo to those of 

you using Simply Giving (Thrivent). And don’t forget us on 

www.smile.amazon.com ! 

http://www.clcmililani.org/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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OFFERING PRAYER 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 

your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we 

may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
 
 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

E komo mai, e kipa mai. 

Come, all is ready.  All are welcome. 

 

COMMUNION 
  

COMMUNION SONG   The Queen's Prayer 

 O kou aloha no A ia I ka lani  

A o kou oia io He hemolele hoi. Amene. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

Go with God, behind and before you,  

with Christ's cross + on your forehead,  

and the gentle breath of the Holy Spirit to keep you in faith. Amen  
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SENDING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 
 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,  God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
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2 All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav'n reflect thy 

rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain  call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
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