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Contact Michael A. Smith, michael.smith@galvnews.com

Talking about TCISD
Melissa
Tortorici is
the Director
of Communications
for Texas
City ISD.

Students
to compete
at speech
and debate
contest
Nancy Motley, an educational consultant with Seidlitz Education
and a former teacher, talks about strategies for teaching academic English to all students during a training session Thursday

for teachers in the Dickinson school district. Photos by JENNIFER
REYNOLDS/The Daily News

Learning English branches out
By SHANNON
DAUGHTRY
The Daily News
Demographic
researchers say that
English Language
Learners are the fastest
growing population
group in the United
States.
Early projections
show that by 2050,
Hispanic children
could make up nearly
two-thirds of the Texas
public school enrollment while white children, which currently
fills about 30 percent,
will have dropped to
less than 20 percent.
Across Galveston
County, area school
districts are implementing a number of
different programs,
curriculum and teaching practices to help
gives these students
the learning opportunities they need
and deserve, district
officials said.
However, many of
the practices being used for English
language learners is
also being used for
native English speakers because in some
cases, what students
are being taught in
school about academic
language is not being
reinforced at home
or outside of class,
teacher said.

Whether that’s
through providing
support for parents,
having more one-onone time with students
or encouraging group
learning in the classroom, teachers of English language learners
are constantly searching for new ways to
teach this unique
student population.
In Dickinson ISD
Thursday, more than
60 teachers gathered
for a professional
development with a
former Aldine ISD
teacher who specializes in finding ways
for teachers to engage
English language
learners in the classroom.
Like all students,
there are some challenges that face English language learners,
Motley said.
As part of an interactive learning lesson
Thursday morning,
Motley asked teachers to use things such
as hand supports and
group participation,
which can be very
beneficial to English
language learners
because often times,
they may not have
the vocabulary yet to
properly communicate
what they want to say
in class.
Other challenges
Dickinson ISD teach-

ers identified these
students face are fitting
in with a new peer
group, adapting culturally, understanding
teacher expectations,
having confidence,
and the struggle of
always having to learn
two things at once.
In Galveston ISD, a
district with a 45 percent Hispanic population, older English
language learners have
the opportunity to use
resources like Rosetta
Stone that they cannot
only use at school,
but at home, district
spokesman Johnston
Farrow said.
Students also are
given access to use the
district’s balanced literacy program that seeks
to increase reading
levels of students in elementary and middle
schools by giving them
the opportunity to
pick reading material
that interests them.
In the next few
weeks, the district
will also host a Latino Family Literacy
Project, which is a
six-week program that
works with English
language learner
parents and provides
them with books they
can read with their
students.
Clear Creek ISD has
both dual language
and two-way emersion

Nancy Motley, an educational consultant with Seidlitz Education and a former teacher, above, listens
as Larry Zeringue, below, lists some of the challenges English language learners face in the classroom.

O

n Jan. 30 and
Jan. 31, between 500 to
700 high school speech
and debate students
will be competing in
the Sting Classic Speech
and Debate tournament
at Texas City High
School.
The students competing come from Galveston County, surrounding counties, and as far
away as San Antonio
and Dallas. This is a
huge tournament with
high participation from
students in the greater
Houston area and
beyond. This is also a
state-qualifying tournament, so students are
eager to participate in
it to try to earn enough
points to qualify to
compete at the state
level.
Texas City High
School is looking for
volunteer judges from
the Galveston County
community for this
tournament. Volunteers
do not have to have any
previous judging experience. The ideal speech
and debate judge only
has to have an opinion
and some time to give.
If you can form an
See contest | B3

Tip from
a teacher
programs where the
goal is for students to
be bilingual, biliterate
and bicultural by the
time they’re in high
school, said Tacy King,
director of instructional service for English

language learners.
“We’re also looking
at continuing where
they can have an
internship somewhere
where Spanish speak-

Mondays, The Daily
News publishes a tip about
learning and teaching. If
you have a tip you’d like
us to consider, send it to
newsroom@galvnews.com.
Please keep it short — no
longer than 50 words.

See learners | B3

The greatest rewards are those you didn’t intend

I

remember the
captain stopping
on his way out of
the galley that morning,
turning to face us with
a sentence prepared on
the tip of his tongue.
“We’re going to be
expecting some weather
over the next few days,”
he said, proceeding
next to review precautions of the situation, as
good captains tend to
do. But I’ll admit to you
that the captain’s notices
were all but lost on me
as I began to imagine
the coming of a scenic
adventure on the high
seas.
It was June 2013,
aboard the USTS General Rudder, the Texas
A&M Galveston training vessel. We were sail-

Aggie Corners
Joe Pessa is a graduate
student at TAMUG.
ing an easterly course
past the Florida Keys
destined for Fort Lauderdale. I, for one, was
excited to see a storm
and would later spend
that afternoon watching
the angry swells of the
storm brew around us.
Eventually, a group had
gathered with me on the
first deck. We cheered
as the bow of our ship
slammed into the swells.
In retrospect, these early
moments of the storm
might be considered
something of a honeymoon stage for a cadet.
As the storm persisted

over the next three days,
I would learn to cherish
a calm day. Yet, sailing through a tropical
storm is the type of salty
endeavor that can’t be
planned in a cadet’s curriculum and I embraced
the experience.
I am not a typical
cadet. Entering the
Maritime Academy
as a 24-year-old freshman cadet, I was older
than most senior cadets
aboard, and abiding
their seniority and
guidance was uniquely
challenging. I found it
hard not to envy them,
having started their
careers as seafarers with
a few extra precious
years before them. Now,
halfway to 30 years old,
I was developing a sense

of how short life really
is.
One year before my
experience aboard “the
Rudder,” I had recently
graduated from Bridgewater State University,
where I studied English and studio art. I
also played ice hockey
for my university and
would have pursued
hockey as a degree, if
it were an option. My
plan was to teach English and coach hockey,
but before graduation
I began to undergo a
change of heart that left
me desperate for a new
adventure. So, in the
summer of 2012, my
brother and I loaded
our belongings into a
car and drove south
from our home in Bos-

ton, toward Galveston,
to begin our careers
as merchant mariners,
with intentions to one
day return home with
all the riches of our
journey.
Now, in my senior
year as a graduate student and license option
cadet at Texas A&M
University Galveston
campus, I have discovered that the greatest
rewards of my journey
have been the ones that
I never had the intention of finding. I have
learned also to embrace
the elements in life that
are too great for me to
control. As I learned
that day sailing through
a storm, you can only
navigate where the sea
will let you.

Stacy Daughery

Parents should help
students to be testready
On test day, it is important that children are
physically and emotionally
prepared. They need a full
night’s rest, a good breakfast and positive atmosphere to start their day. A
hug and kind words offer
reassurance to send them
on their way to success.
Stacy Daughery is executive director of testing and
accountability at Friendswood Independent School
District.
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Recycling Club honored by FISD, city of Friendswood

R

ecycling items
is a lifelong
habit that helps
everyone as well as the
environment.
Friendswood High
School’s Recycling Club
has been active for
several years but this
year has really been a
productive one.
The group of freshmen through seniors
provides bins for classes
and asks teachers and
students to use them for
plastic bottles and cans
only. Each month the
group gives a Traveling Trash Trophy to the
classroom that has the
most full bin with no
extra trash consisting of
other than the bottles
and cans. They also
reward a student recycler who has been found
to be recycling regularly
and present him or her
with an award sash to
wear designating the
student as the Recycler
of the Month.
The fun trophy and
announcements have
added to the awareness
and has produced more
recycling action at FHS.
This year’s officers and
a large group of club
member were honored
at the January meeting
of the Friendswood ISD
School Board January
12 with Celebration of
Excellence awards for
their service at FHS.
Sponsor Elizabeth
Woodley joined them.

Inside Friendswood
Karolyn
Gephart is
director of
communications for
Friendswood ISD.

The same night at
the meeting, the City
of Friendswood and
the Keep Friendswood
Beautiful committee
president recognized
and honored the group
with an Environmental
Partnership Award and
plaque.
The City and committee thanked them
for their work in many
of the city activities
through Keep Friendswood Beautiful. James
Toney, Director of Parks
and Recreation, praised
the Reycling Club for
its work on campus and
the city. He was joined
by Recreation Aide Katy
Blanchard, an alumna
from FHS who is also
on the Keep Friendswood Beautiful board
of directors.
President of the committee, Sherry Goen
shared with the School
Board members and
the audience that this
award to the Recyclers
also puts into effect
their partnership. The
city committee would
continue to help the
club in any way needed
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ing is a necessity, like
a doctor’s office,” King
said. “A place where
they can give back to the
community.”
Besides Spanish learners, Clear Creek ISD
also has a high-level of
Vietnamese and Urdu
speakers, which the
district also has support
and programs for, she
said.
“Research shows the
stronger students are in
their first language and
the longer that can be
provided to them, the
better they can do when
learning English,” King
said.
Which is why the
district has a focus on
continuing education
in the student’s native
language and developing that vocabulary, she
said.
Developing academic
vocabulary is something
Texas City ISD has a big
focus on too, district
spokeswoman Melissa
Tortorici said.
“We also have been
working hard to get
more teachers ESL certified in the core classes,”
Tortorici said.
The district trained
45 core content teachers
last summer in ESL, she
said.
Teachers are also incorporating cooperative
learning, small group
learning and using some
computer reading programs to teach English
language learners.
“Those type of learning strategies create
engagement for all
students,” Motley said.
”They allow everyone to
share in thinking.”

opinion on whether
you like a certain book
or movie, you can
judge a speech and
debate event.
Speech and debate
is an academic activity. Similar to athletic
sports, speech and debate events are challenging, competitive
in nature and require
regular practice,
coaching, dedication
and hard work.
Speech involves a
presentation by one,
two, or sometimes a
group of students that
is judged against a
similar type of presentation by others in a
round of competition.
Speech events range

Contact reporter Shannon
Daughtry at 409-683-5337
or shannon.daughtry@
galvnews.com.

and the students would
be invited to volunteer
in the committee’s activities, such as recycling
programs, free tree
giveaway, adopt a spot
and others.
Goen also shared that
the club at FHS had
prepared a video of their
activities and members.
She said her committee is going to enter the
student video in a contest sponsored by Keep
Texas Beautiful. They
hope to share news of
how the entry fares in
the upcoming months.
Woodley shared
with the group that the
traveling trophy that
remains on display in
the winning classroom
has brought recycling
awareness to everyone
at the high school. The
trophy itself is made
of recycled materials
found in various spots
on campus and put
together artistically to
be a noticeable object
wherever it is placed.
One of the club members owned a costume
head that became the
club mascot. The mascot presents the sash to
the student winner and
the trophy to the winning class.
“The Recyclers have
made their presence
known on campus and
are an asset to FHS and
FISD,” Superintendent
Trish Hanks said at the
meeting.
from limited preparation events that require
extensive knowledge of
current events to dramatic and humorous
interpretation, which
challenge students to
find powerful moments in literature and
recreate them for an
audience.
Debate involves an
individual or a team
of debaters working to
effectively convince a
judge that his or her
side of a resolution is,
as a general principle,
more valid. Students
in debate come to
thoroughly understand both sides of
the resolution, having
researched each extensively, and learn to
think critically about
every argument that
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AFFORDABLE

TODAY
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Monday’s Special
$10 Lunch Special
Burger, Fries
& drink
2105 Postof!ice St, Galveston, TX
1615 West FM 646, League City, TX
littledaddysgumbobar.com

Come join us for Lunch!
ABOVE: Friendswood
High School teacher
Lacy Bogar won the
Traveling Trash Trophy
for having the most
filled recycle bin in
her classroom in
January. She is joined
by Recycling Club
members.

$6.99
4400 Seawall Blvd, Galveston, TX
409-766-7272
freehotpizza.com

RIGHT: Friendswood
High School teacher
Kara Buster displays
the Traveling Trash
Trophy she won by
filling her recycle bin
with only cans and
plastic bottles in her
classroom. COURTESY PHOTOS/Friendswood Independent
School District

Monday’s Special!

Seasame Chicken

$8.95
attend both sessions; it
is the same workshop
repeated.
For each volunteer
judge, the TCHS
Speech and Debate
team saves money on
having to hire outside
judges. Money raised
from this tournament
helps to give Texas
City students scholarships, pay for students
to attend speech and
debate camps during
the summer, and pay
for entry fees for the
TCHS Speech and Debate students’ debate
tournaments for the
2015-16 school year.
To serve as a judge,
contact Debate Tournament Coordinator Jennifer Kunard,
jkunard@tcisd.org or
409-916-0924.

could be made on each
side
Judges are allowed
to choose the times
they are able to serve
and the events they
would like to judge. No
amount of time served
will be too small. Judging runs from 3 p.m.
until 10:30 p.m. Jan.
30 and from 7:30 a.m.
until 7 p.m. Jan. 31. A
description of each of
the tournament events
is available at www.
tcisd.org.
While not mandatory to volunteer, for
those desiring instruction on judging speech
and debate contests,
a workshop will be at
6 p.m. Jan. 28 or Jan.
29 in the Lecture Hall
at Texas City High
School. You need not

Affordable Hearing Aids
Receiver
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AIR & HEAT

69
FREE ESTIMATES

Monday Special
ALL YOU CAN EAT
LUNCH BUFFET

100% Digital

Sales Price

1,09500

$
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$
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Sales Price

100% Digital

skybargalveston.com

MONDAY’S
SPECIAL

Daily Fish
Speical
$12.99

2017 Postoffice St., Galveston, TX
409-762-3474 • saltwatergrill.com

Today’s Blue Plate Special!
11:00 am ‘Till We Run Out

Seafood Po-Boy
& Cup of Gumbo
3602 Seawall Blvd.,
Galveston, TX
409-762-3232

thegumbodiner.com

1,19500

$

Retail Price

1,69500

$

expires 1/31/2015

White Hearing Care
1026 Tremont (23rd Street), Galveston
Since 1972
We accept Blue Cross/Blue Shield
United Health Care
Texas Health Spring
45 Day Trial/100% Refund

TACLB022538E

409.925.8275

2105 Postof!ice Street,
Galveston, Texas
409-621-4SKY

FREE HEARING TEST

Call 409-765-5555
www.whitehearingcare.com

Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the soul.

Monday Special
Hot & ready at 11:00
Served til it’s gone.
Regular $7.99 • Large $9.99

Home-Made Meatloaf
Glazed with a tangy sauce
served with mashed
potatoes & green beans

910 38th St., Galveston
Open 10am-3pm, Closed Sunday

- Henry Ward Beecher

409-789-6355
“Homecookin’ w/out the hassle”

