“I am Jacob!” Jacob anhswered.

But that’s not who JaCob was ahymore. He was hot a Cheater

ahymore. Now Jacob khew that everything he had Came from

God, and not from his own doing. And so od gave him a hew
hame, a princely hame.

“You shall be Called Israel, which means ‘I have wrestled with
God’.”
And then GGod blessed him, saying,

“T am with you always. In all that you do, and you shall be blessed.
Your children shall be as mahy as the stars in the sky, and the land
1 promised to your fathers, you shall possess.”

That night, JaCob |earhed the most important lesson of his life.
Grab hold of God, and never |et him go.
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.. contihued.

JacCob divided his gifts into groups, ohe ih front of the other, ahd
sent them on ahead of him. He told the shepherd of each herd,
“When you meet my brother, say to him, “These are a Sift from
your serVant JaCcob. He is coming right behind.” ”

That way, Jacob hoped that Esau would forgive him.

That hight Jacob and his family Came to a Small stream. JaCob
sent his Family aCross the stream to make Camp, but he stayed oh
the other side.

He was afraid. He felt like runhhing away.

Under a starry sky, he Sat hext to a Small Fire, with his head down
in his hands. “IWhat am ] going to do?” he said.

And that’s when a stranger stepped out from the darkness.
“IWhat do you want?” JaCob Said to the stranger.
“You asked for my help,” the stranger said.

“Go away! [,eave me alone!” Jacob said. Somehow, Jacob knew
the strahger was the angel of (zod. It was God himself, in the
form Of a man.

“My uncCle hates me, my wives Can’t get along, and my brother is

coming to Kill me. A |0t of help You have been!” Jacob said, and

he tried to push the stranger away. But the stranger grabbed a
hold of Jacob’s robe.

“O away! I don’t need your help!” JaCcob said, and the two of
them beganh to wrestle to the ground. The strahger wouldn’t et
Jacob go.

“But without me, You have nothing at all,” the stranger said as
they struggled baCk anhd forth.

“1 don’t Care, just [eave me alohel”

“All right then,” the stranger said, ahd he begah to pull away (but
he didn’t |et go of Jacob’s robe).

“Not WWait! You Can’t |leave me here all alohe!” Anhd how Jacob was
grabbing a hold of the strahger, ahd he wouldn’t |et him go.

“Why would you want to help me? T have been a liar ahd Cheat all
my life. I don’t deserve your help.” JaCob Said as the two rolled in
the sand. “You won’t help me ahyway! You have Caused me hothing
but trouble!l!” (which, of course, wasnt true at all!)

But the stranger just held on all the tighter.
“You heed me,” the strahger Said.

“1 don’t heed you! T donh’t wanht your help!” Jacob said. But deep
down inside, deep in his heart, he knew that that was what he
heeded most. He tried to push the stranger away, but he couldn’t
let him go.

Anhd so they wrestled baCk anhd forth, oh ahd on, al| hight long.

Jacob wouldn’t |et the stranhger g0, and the strahger wouldn’t let
Jacob go.

Finally, the early light of morning beganh to Creep aCross the
eastern SKy.

“I won’t let you g0 unti| you bless me!” Jacob finally said, and he
wrestled with the stranger all the more. In his heart he was Crying
out,

“Don’t let gof Don’t ever |et go!”
Anhd he wouldn’t let God go.

At |ast, God struck JaCcob oh the hip ahd put it out Oof joint.
Jacob walked with a limp from that day on. It would always
remind him of the night he wrestled with God.

And then God said to Jacob, “What is your hame?” A strange
question to ask after all of this!

“You khow who T am!” Jacob Said.
God certainly did khow. Remember, ‘Jacob’ meant ‘Cheater.’



	Page 1
	Page 2

