FOR HUBERT KLEIBOEKER

Romsns 8, 28: "We know that all things work together for good to them that
love God,"

In Christ Jesus, Our Savior, Dear Christian Friends, particularly
you the members of the bereaved family:

1t is & solemn occagion that has brought us together this affer-
noon, We have come together to pay our last respectis to the mortal remaing
of our brother in the faith, our comrade in arms, a fellow soldier in the Army
of the United States, Hubert Xleiboeker, Our Service this afterncon iz some-
what wmasual in that our departed left this life over three and ene-half
years age in Germany, After all this while he has now been brought back to
hisg final reating place.

The Lord meves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform, 1
feel like it was by the grace of God that I was permitted to minister unte
him, The more we think aboub i%, the more we will be convinced of the truth
of the statement of our text: "We know that 21l things work together for good
to them thaet love Bed". We shall se how also in the case of Hubert the grace
of God has been shown.

Tet me tell you some of the debails of the story of how Hubert and
I met in France in Februaery of 1945, The Third Infantry Division had estab-
1ighed 2 Rest Camp in a little French town of Bourbon les Bains., It was a
heslth resort, similsr to Hot Springs, Ark. Pecple from all ever the country
would coms there for the baths, Nuring the war, however, it wasn't used
very mach by the civiliang, It was put to good use by the army, and served
a8 2 good Rest Camp. Soldiers from the Third Division would be sent back
there for a four day rest. It was an opportunidy to rest up from the fatigne
of battle, teke seversl good hot bsths, and sa% good hot meals. Church
Services were provided every day for the men, A Chaplsin was gent there
for a2 pericd of thirty dsys to take care of the Services. I was asked if
T wanted to take charge of the Services for the month of December. I turmed
it down., A 1ittle later I was asked if I wented to go in Jamuary. I turned
1t down again, and suggested that I would rather go in February. So at the
end of January 1 was on my way $0 the Rest Camp., Had I gone in Decenber or
January, I would never have seen Hubert, I feel as theugh the good Lord
directed my decision %o that I weuld be able to minister unto Hubert. Indeed,
the Lord moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform.

T nsd been at the Rest Jamp for over three wesks and was making plans
to return $0 my regiment. One day, the 26th of Febraary, 1945, 1 stopped in
at the Red Cross Club about one half hour before my 11 a. m, Service %o remind
the men about the Church Service. The Red {ross Club was in & large bulldin
which was srranged as a writing room for the men, There were a yumber of
tables snd chairs st which men were sitting, writing letters. I went from
$able to tabdble reminding the men of the Church Service. I then went back
into the kitchen to have 2 cup of coffee. I had barely sat down when I heard
someone sxcitedly call, *Bev. Grapatin, do you remember me?” I locked up
and saw Bubert. I 4id not recognize him immediately., I said, "No, I ecantt
recall your name off heud, but I believe youlre from Frelstatt®, He then
said: MI'm Fubers Xleihoeker®, I asked him to sit down with me, We Salked



about the pesple from Freistatt. It had boen over two and one half Fyears
since I left Monett, I didn't expect to see anyone from the Honett oy
Freistatt area over in Frence. Hubert was the Tirst Tutharan of the Monett
area that I had met oversess., It was bime for the Church Service, and
Hubert and I went over to the auditorium, Hubert attended a1l four Services.
I% was during the geason of Lent, so I preached about Jesus our Savior, who
suffered and died for our sims, I spent a lot of time with Hubert those
four days. I made several trips in the sfterncons to some of our hospitals
located nearby. Hubert rode along with us., (My driver was a Intheran from
Wisconsin.) We talked a lot about Prelstat and Honett, the Chureh, the
Walther League, and other mathers of interest to both of us.

Then on the first of March we Were to return to our respective
regiments: I to the 15th, Hubert $o the 7th. Before leaving the camp,
Eubert requested the Lord's Supper. I served it to hin in my room Just
shortly before the time we were to leave. — ¥hen you think about it new,
wasn't it really by the grace of God that Fubert and I were there in the smame
little Sown in France at the seme time. There in the 1ittle town of Bourbon
les Bains, over five thousand miles from home, Hubert heard four sermons
about his Savior and also partock of the Lord's Supper, -— Soon after that
we had %o leave. I cen still see Hubert sitting in the truck, smiling and
waving "Goodbye”. I had ne ides then that that would be the last time I wonld
ever see him again,

_ 1 believe it was the latter part of Msy of 1945 when T was inm a
1ittle town in Zustria that I received a letter from Pastor Stuenkel, telling
me that Hubert was listed as missing in action, The very first opportunity
I had, I drove the fifty miles to Salzburg, Austris, where the Divisien
Fersonnel Gffice was located, te find out about Hubert, I was very mich
shocked when I learned that Hubert had died in action around the Siegfried
line. I learned that his grave was in St. Avold, Prance, near Metz, I
determined that at my firss opporbunity I would visit his grave.

In July our whole Division moved ocut of Austria inko fernany between
Frankfary and Xassel. In August I veceived word that I was going back home
%o the U,B.A. I was assigned o asnother Division and Joined them near
Wiesbaden, Germany. In early September we started our leng journey for home,
Zn route to the port of ewbarkation, Le Havrs, France, our long convey
stopped in Metz, France over night, I asked the colonells permigsion to
bresk out of convey the next morning to drive to 86, Aveld, which wes between
twenty to thirty miles away. The permission was gladly given, I arrived at
the cemetery, located Huberi's grave, had a short Service, todk several
pictures, and hurried back to the rest of the convoy.

And so now, after more tham three Years, we mest again, That last
time, in Bb, Avold, Frence, I stood alone st his grave, DBut today his
relatives and many friends are gathered together to honor and rewvect his
memory. And that ig as it should be.

Bat let me return to the text and speak a word of emmfori to you,

his relatives. Isn't 1% wonderful the way the Lord works? When you think
of that meeting in France, deesn't it seem as though the Lord arramged 1t all?



It seens as though the Lord had said %o me, *I want you over in that Rest
Camp in Pebruary®. It seems as though He said to Hubert, "I want you e
hear sermons about your Savier, and to partaks ¢f the Lord's Supper. You
will meed it %o comfort and strengthen you for the coming trials.® It
shows you how the Lexd looks after His ewn., Indeed all things do work
together for good to them that love God., I clailm no ecredit at all, 1%
was all the lord's doing, To Him belong all honor and praise, TYou see,
when you trust in the Lord, you don't have to werry adbout a thing., Yo
&mft;nm prayed many prayers for Hubert, Rest assured, the Lord answersd

The spostle Paul, in our Sext, is very definite. He says, "We know",
He dosmn't say, "we think", * we have reasons to feel that it might be se'.
He doemn't say, “we have gmé. sclentific knowledge which seems to brimg
about the following conclusion®, He seys: "WE KNOW®. Thers's ne guess
work about it, Ii%s a positive fact. Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but the word of the Lord shall not pass away.

Pmlmt. "Ye Enow THAT ALL THINGS WORK TOGRIH*R FOR GOOD to them
that love God." This statement comes from a msn who endured 21l kinds of harde
ships for the sake of the Gospel. Paul had a heavy cross to bear, he endured
many safferings, mich pain and anguish of body and soul, And yet he says that
it 211 works out for the good, for ithe best of evearything., Ve ars %o look
upon it in the same manner, All our hardships, serrow and afTlictlen, cross
and $risl, 1ife and death, »l1l works oub for our good. And while we do not
understand it and may have many guestions mpon our hearts and minds a2z %0
why Hubert was taken; yet, as Christiang, we will trust the Lord and scknow-
ledge that He meant it in love.

These are words that I conldn't ssy to everyone. I couldn't say
them to an unbelieving Arad family in Nerth Africa. I couldn’t say them te
an athelstic family in France. These words apply only to Christians, because
all things work together for good TO THEM THAT LOVE 80D, I can say these
words to you, becsuse as Christians you love God., Take these words te heart.
They are meant %o comfort you,

I% im & good thing that you have brought Hubert back. As you go by
the cemetery and see his grave, may you be reminded of the supreme sacrifice
he made, Hubert, as well as eover three hundred thousand other imericam youth
died to preserve our American way of liﬁ:ag. We often take our blessings fer
granted, We in imeriés have blessings such ss are not found in other places
in the world. We have liberties and fresedom that ceannot be found elsewhere
in the world, One of the freedoms we enjoy in America is religious liberty.
We can come togebher in a church like this and worship God in pesce and in
quiet. You don't have to werry about your Services being disturbed by enemy
action, You don't have Yo worry about bombs £alling on you whils you're
worshiping, You den't have %o worry sbout enemy planes shooting at you
while you're on your way home from Chmrch.

Bamknwxmm it is like %0 be in & Duilding while bombs are
falling down all arvound youl! I know whet it is like. I had such an experience
on Anxio, An enemy plane was dropping bombs down upon us, They came clomer
and closer, so that we felt certain that the next one would fall right upon
the house and kill all forsy of us in the building. There was no next bomb,
And so, by the grace of God, I am sble to stand before you this afterncen,

%%



Do you know what it is like to have your Church Service inter—
rupted by csnon fire?! I had such a Service on 2 hillside on inzio, I had
barely started the Service when a shell hit nearby and exploded. 1 felt
ccﬂamthwuwmanmmmtwm*mmmm Imgmttsi
to the men there, that if any fel¥ 1like returning to his dugeul
fesl free to do s0, One of the men replied: Mﬁmﬂww m,m
might as well die in Church.® By the grace of God, there were mo meére shells,
and we completed our Service unharmed. Can you imagine the anxiety thet was
ourg as we wondersd if snd when the next shell was coming?

Do you know what it is like %o have your Service broken up by an
eneny plane strafing at you! I had such 2 Service in Germany, We were
ginging one of our hymns, when out of the clear sky a low flying enemy plane
began shooting at us, We all van for cover., ¥No ons wae hurt., Bub can you
imsgine the pounding that went on in our hearts as we ran for cover wonder-
ing if we would make 131

I mention but these few among many such experiences just to led yom
¥now what you are spared by the sacrifice of Hubert and all the other American
youth who died for their country, They gave their lives that you might have
the freedom you enjoy today. DLet us not forget thelr sacrifice., Treasure
your liberties. Pray God that He may preserve them unbto us,

And so come whet may, remember that all things work together for
good %o them thst love God., I think of an 0ld lady in Alsace, France, Ghe
had lost everything, and yet she said to me: "Herr Pfaarer, Sie (the enemy)
haben alles wez genomen, aber nicht den 1ieben Gott!" She lost her home,
her cows, chickens, yes, everything she had; but not God., &he gtill had Geod.
And so, no matter vhat may happen to us, may we never lose faith in Ged.

Human words fail us in giving comfort, However, God's Word is rich
in comfort. I recommend you to the Word of God. May it give to you the
comfort you need in your bersavement, Remember: "All things work iogether
for good to them that love God".

AMENR .,



