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HOLY COMMUNION 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 27, 2025 8:00 am and 9:30 am 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when 
Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up 
in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and 
so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my 
strength within me.” 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE:     
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 
Stand 
HYMN: God of Grace and God of Glory  

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants. Open our 
hearts and minds to you, that we may live in harmony with your will and 
receive the gifts of your Spirit; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

C Amen. 
 
 
Sit 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32 
In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and 
sinful humanity. Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the 
city of Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people there, including Abraham’s 
nephew, Lot. 

A A reading from Genesis. 
20 Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and 
how very grave their sin! 21 I must go down and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 
  22 So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham 
remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will 
you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for 
the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that 
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the LORD 
said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place 
for their sake.” 27 Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are 
lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not 
destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are 
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, 
“Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He 
answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Let me take it upon 
myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For 
the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be 
angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For 
the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
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A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Later service only: 
PSALM 138 (The congregation’s verses are in bold face type.) 
 1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and | praise your name, 
  because of your | love and faithfulness; 
 3 for you have glori- | fied your name 
  and your word a- | bove all things. 
 4 When I called, you | answered me; 
  you increased my | strength within me.  
 5 All the kings of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 
 6 They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
 7 Though the LORD be high, he cares | for the lowly; 
  he perceives the haughty | from afar. 
 8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right |  

hand shall save me. 
 9 The LORD will make good his pur- | pose for me; 
  O LORD, your love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your  

hands.  
 
 
SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-15 
The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty 
lure” of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of 
faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection 
which is enacted in baptism. 

A A reading from Colossians. 
  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, 
and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 
10 and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and 
authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by 
putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12 when you were 
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buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the 
power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with 
him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14 erasing the record that stood against 
us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed 
the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over 
them in it. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13 
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s 
coming reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus 
encourages his disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer. 

P The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2 He 
said to them, “When you pray, say:  
 Father, hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come. 
  3 Give us each day our daily bread. 
  4 And forgive us our sins, 
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   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
  5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of 
mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he answers from 
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are 
with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he 
will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of 
his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 
  9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a 
snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
SERMON Pastor Kochenderfer 
 
Stand 
Later service only: 
HYMN OF THE DAY: All Depends on Our Possessing 

Printed on the next page. 
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Stand 
The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 
APOSTLES CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 
growth in grace.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 

of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 
among peoples.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say 
Peace be with you or similar words. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  
OFFERTORY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 

 
 
The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE: 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with 
the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
The assembly sings the SANCTUS: 



 

 
Page 14 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 
himself composed specifically for this purpose. 
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 

OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 
THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 

 
Sit 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
R Amen. 
 
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 
to come forward for a blessing.  
 
Music during Communion: 
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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Stand 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 
that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. 
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: Glorious Things of You Are Spoken 

Printed on the next page. 
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OFFERING 
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  
 
POSTLUDE:     
 

+ + + 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License # SAS017622. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+ + + 
 
The Time of the Church is the season after Pentecost, beginning with The Holy 
Trinity and ending with Christ the King. These weeks focus on Christ’s ministry 
and teaching. 
 
On Sundays for which the color is green, it is appropriate to omit either the 
Kyrie or the Hymn of Praise, reserving both together for festival seasons. 
 
The liturgical color green, symbolic of growth, is used for the season after 
Epiphany and after Pentecost. 
 

+ + + 
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2025 Vestry 
Member Special Area E-mail Address 

Gary Wessner President/Property gtwess@comcast.net 
Dick Allebach Vice President Doot44@gmail.com 
Alison Fishell Secretary alisonhfishell@gmail.com 
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer jeanniefunk@gmail.com 
Sherry Jessee Trust Fund Treasurer dsajessee@hotmail.com 
John Kochel Parish Life John.kochel@thrivent.com 
Karl Stefan Mutual Ministry kssurf@verizon.net 
Chilly Lyaro Christian Education chillylyaro@yahoo.com 
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24@gmail.com 
Shane Elison Christian Education Selison87@gmail.com 
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church Committee jawentw@aol.com 
Matthew Vera Cemetery Committee Matthew_vera@verizon.net 

 

Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Scott Halteman and Dick Allebach 
Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor 
Lectors:  
 8:00 am: Debra Augustine 
 9:30 am: Lessons: Rebecca Catagnus Prayers: Sherry Jessee 
Communion Assistant:  
 8:00 am: Debra Augustine 
 9:30 am: Earl Catagnus 
Altar Guild: Debra Augustine, Sally Sweeney, Deb Scholl, and Marie Conver 
Offering Tabulation: Jennifer Wentworth, Brian O’Hara, and Chilly Lyaro 
Video Streaming: Jim Lien and Chilly Lyaro 

The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by the McClain 
family in loving memory of mother and grandmother, Mary McClain. 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by David and Fran Ivarson in 
remembrance of Carl, Ruth, and Henrietta Ivarson and Wilhemina Weaver, all of 
whom we miss having in our lives. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. David 
Ivarson and family in memory of loved ones. 
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We’d love to add some new teachers when our Sunday school resumes in the 
fall.  You can teach every single Sunday or just sometimes.  You can prepare 
lesson plans and/or activities like crafts or science projects or just be an extra pair 
of hands in the room.  We welcome anyone who has a lot or a little time to give to 
our children—and the free snacks are a bonus!  Clearances are required but are 
fairly easy to obtain.  Contact Sonya at education@augustustrappe.org if you'd like 
to help! 
 
TEA ON THE LAWN Hosts needed!  Volunteers are needed to provide 
beverages and light snacks after both services during the summer. The long-
standing tradition of Tea on the Lawn is a great way to get to know your fellow 
worshippers and spend a few minutes relaxing in the sunshine during the summer. 
Contact Gary Wessner (gtwess@comcast.net) if you have questions about hosting. 
The sign up sheet is in the Muhlenberg Center.  
 


