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A 20-year-old man presented for consideration of repair of a 
 rectal prolapse that had been present since birth. Physical examination re-
vealed hyperelasticity of the skin (Panel A) with easy bruisability, hypermobil-

ity of the joints (Panel B), and a rectal prolapse of about 15 cm in length, which was 
easily reducible. Results of laboratory tests and chromosome studies were normal. 
Results of a skin biopsy showed disorganization of collagen bundles in the dermis. 
The diagnosis of the Ehlers–Danlos syndrome was made. None of the patient’s 
family members had the disease or similar findings on physical examination. No 
evaluation for vascular abnormalities was performed. Surgery was deferred, given the 
mild nature of the rectal prolapse and concern that the patient was at increased risk 
for surgical complications. He received conservative treatment and has done well for 
more than 6 years.
Copyright © 2007 Massachusetts Medical Society.

Ehlers–Danlos Syndrome

Chuang-Wei Chen, M.D. 
Shu-Wen Jao, Ph.D.

Tri-Service General Hospital 
Taipei 114, Taiwan 
1211cathy@yahoo.com.tw

39p6

AUTHOR

FIGURE

JOB: ISSUE:

4-C
H/T

RETAKE 1st
2nd

SIZE

ICM

CASE

EMail Line
H/T
Combo

Revised

AUTHOR, PLEASE NOTE:
 Figure has been redrawn and type has been reset.

Please check carefully.

REG F

FILL

TITLE
3rd

Enon ARTIST:

Jao

  a-c

9-13-07

mst

35711

A B

The New England Journal of Medicine 
Downloaded from nejm.org at RUTGERS UNIV LIBRARIES on April 16, 2012. For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 

 Copyright © 2007 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. 


