St. Paul’s and St. Matthias Lutheran Churches
Sunday Worship Service Bulletin

Baptism of Our Lord / Lectionary 1, Year C
Introduction
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as
God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God
when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens
open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread
and wine.

Welcome:
Prelude: TBD
Confession and Forgiveness
As the presiding minister begins, all may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.

Pastor:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
ALL: Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
ALL: Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #448 This Is The Spirit’s Entry Now

Prayer of the Day:

Read by LaDelle Daly

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him
as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7 Read by: Judy Ormsby
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no
longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them
from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4
Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5
Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6
I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 29
Men - Led by TBD
Women - Led TBD
except for the leaders, all leave their microphones on mute
Men:

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
pause

Women:

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. R
pause
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

Men:

pause
Women:

The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
pause

Men:

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
pause

Women:

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17 Read by: Vicki Snyder
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized
after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of
them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and
John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is
not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was
heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Anne - “I love you. - God”

A Time of Silence - please be sure you are muted.

Hymn of the Day: ELW #800 “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”

Prayers of Intercession - Read by Judy Wylde
Please reply to each intercession - Hear our prayer.

A Prayer of Peace and Reconciliation

Offering
Song of Offering: ELW #793 “Be Thou My Vision”

Thanksgiving for the Word

Read by: Vicar Teresa

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,
ALL: we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,
ALL: we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your selfgiving love. For your Word of life, O God,
ALL: we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word,
O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
ALL: Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Vicar Teresa: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing & Dismissal
_____________________________________

Faith Sharing with Pastor Anne
Pastor Anne invites you to remain for another 30 minutes for a time of faith sharing.
What did God say to you today? What is God inviting for this coming week? We will
formally dismiss before faith sharing begins so that those who choose to go on with
their day may leave comfortably. We will let everyone grab a cup of coffee and meet
back at our computers to break open our worship experience.
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Announcements - 01-09-22
St. Paul’s Congregational Meeting for the sole purpose of approving last year’s
minutes, electing the new council, and passing the missional expenditure plan will be
January 23 immediately following the worship service. Formal emails will go out this
week. Mark your calendar today.
St. Matthias Congregational Meeting for the sole purpose of approving last year’s
minutes, electing the new council, and passing the missional expenditure plan will be
Tuesday, January 25 at 5:30 PM via zoom. Formal emails will go out this week. Mark
your calendar today.
Taizé Prayer on January 21 has been cancelled.
Bible Study & Faith Sharing: The Gospel of Luke resumes this Thursday at 7:00 PM
on Zoom. We will meet on January 13, 20, and 27. You might want to read Luke 2:41
- Luke 4 before we begin. Feel free to invites friends and neighbors to join us. We use
the “business” Zoom link for the congregation:
ZOOM LINK 2 - For Business
https://zoom.us/j/971000153
password 12345
or by phone 1-646-558-8656
and enter ID Number (971000153)
and password 12345

Problems & Possibilities: We continue to wait for the YMCA meeting on January 12
to know how they will proceed. I did hear this week that they have begun moving out
of the building on Highland Avenue and the other locations they are using for pop up
classes are working well. Covid has struck their staff, so it has been a quite week.
Next time you are on the property, take a closer look at the bell tower. There is wood
coming loose from top of the tower. It will need to be addressed SOON. I will send out
pictures this week.
Communication:
If you are not receiving weekly emails from Pastor Anne, please send her an email at
pastoranneharman@gmail.com You might also want to check your “promotions” file or “junk or
spam” file. We use an online email marketing service. Some email servers determine that anything
that goes out to groups is less important. This past week two notices went about. The first reporting
the councils’ decision to return to online worship until Covid positivity drop and a second email went
out suggesting ways to make our online worship more engaging and meaningful.
If you are new to our community and would like to be added to our email distribution list, please email
Pastor Anne at: pastoranneharman@gmail.com.
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