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PRELUDE: 

WELCOME 

INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister Marilyn, to 
give thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort 
one another in our grief. 

GATHERING HYMN: Abide with Me (ELW 629) 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In her baptism, Marilyn was 
clothed with Christ. In the day of Christ's coming, she shall be clothed with glory. 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, 
who by your breath gave us life, 
We glorify you. 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who 
rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, 
We praise you. 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 
confidence and everlasting hope, 
We worship you. 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister Marilyn. We 
thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give 
us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are 
gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

TIME OF REMEMBRANCE: We take time to tell Marilyn’s story. It is through telling 
our stories that we share our lives and our hopes and dreams.  

Speakers: Larry Curnutt, Elaine Floyd, Carrie Anderson and Brian Anderson. 



FIRST READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now 
for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of 
your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire 
— may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you 
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

HYMN: When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) (ELW 785) 



PSALM 121: 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills —  
 from where will my help come? 
 2My help comes from the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
 3He will not let your foot be moved; 
 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 4He who keeps Israel 
 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 5The LORD is your keeper; 
 the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 6The sun shall not strike you by day, 
 nor the moon by night. 
 7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
 he will keep your life. 
 8The LORD will keep 
 your going out and your coming in 
 from this time on and forevermore. 

GOSPEL READING: John 8:31-32, 36 
31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free." 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.  

SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY: How Great Thou Art (ELW 856) 



APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on 
earth your light and your peace. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to 
sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving 
care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where 
this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your 
light and life. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither 
death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from 
your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Marilyn to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Silence for reflection. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Marilyn. Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 
your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
May the silence of the hills,  
the joy of the winds,  
the peace of the fields,  
the music of the birds,  
the fire of the sun, 
the strength of the trees,  
and the faith of a little child,  
in all of which is God go with you  
and be with you today and always.  
Amen  



CLOSING HYMN:  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779) 

POSTLUDE: 



Marilyn Dianne Anderson 
Marilyn Dianne Anderson, a loving mother of three children, passed away on June 
11th, 2022 at the age of 75, after a long and brave fight with Parkinson’s.   

Marilyn was born on August 7th, 1946 to Sydney and Margaret Fairbanks in Oxnard, 
CA.  She was a self proclaimed “surfer girl” while she attended Oxnard High 
School.  She received her bachelors of Science in Mathematics from the University of 
Redlands in 1968 as a member of Alpha Theta Phi, and her Masters of Science from 
the University of Washington in 1974.   

Marilyn loved to learn and loved to encourage others to do so as well, spending 36 
years as a teacher at colleges in Washington including Edmonds, Shoreline, North 
Seattle, and finally Bellevue College.  She was always ready to show up early, or stay 
late after class to help a student in need. 

Marilyn was a servant leader in her many years as Women’s Athletic Commissioner 
for Bellevue College, going on to become Athletic Director.  She encouraged, and 
fought for “her players and coaches”, yet made sure they knew the importance of 
the college they represented. 

Marilyn’s love of people and activities drew her to many different groups and 
organizations in her life.  She raced cars and won trophies in open road 
competitions, was always in a book club, played pickle ball on her lunch breaks, 
never passed on a tough puzzle, and always looked for chances to bring her family 
together to watch her kids and grandkids enjoy themselves. 

She was known for her quick wit, interest in others stories, and lightness of heart in 
any situation.  Marilyn didn’t get frazzled, and would actually focus on helping 
others through tough life situations, despite the obstacles she was walking through in 
her own life.  If you knew Marilyn, she probably asked you for your story, and 
genuinely was interested in you. 

Marilyn loved life, and fought through her illness and many challenges to enjoy her 
time on this earth through relationships with others.  She knew God, and was a 
devoted member of her Lutheran church no matter where her path took her in 
life.  Marilyn challenged others to live fully, and would want those left behind to do 
the same. 

Marilyn was preceded in death by her father, Sydney, and her mother, 
Margaret.  She is survived by her three children, Sean Ottey, Carrie Anderson, and 
Brian Anderson as well as her seven grandchildren, Zach, Emma, Asher, Jackson, 
Judah, Avery, and Lincoln. 

Memorials in Marilyn’s memory can be made to the First Lutheran Church 
Endowment Fund or the BC Foundation at: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/
foundation/ways-to-give/. 



How Marilyn Chose to Live: 
“Not one day in anyone’s life…is an uneventful day, no day without profound 
meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether you are a 
seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star.  Because in every day of 
your life, there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by 
conscious acts of will and unconscious example.   

Each smallest act of kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed, the 
remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that engenders a smile - reverberates 
across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose 
generous spirit was the source of this good echo, because kindness is passed on and 
grows each time it’s passed, until simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless courage 
years later and far away. 

Likewise, each small meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious 
and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and is therefore the seed 
that ultimately produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and 
never will. 

All human lives are so profoundly and intricately entwined - those dead, those living, 
those generations yet to come - that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope 
of humanity rests in every heart and in every pair of hands.  Therefore, after every 
failure, we are obliged to strive again for success, and when faced with the end of 
one thing, we must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain 
and grief, we must weave hope, for each of us is a thread critical to the strength - 
and to the very survival - of the human tapestry.  Every hour in every life contains 
such often-unrecognized potential to affect the world that the great days for which 
we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great days and 
thrilling possibilities are combined always in this momentous day. 

Or…”Brighten the corner where you are, and you will light the world.” 

From: From the Corner of His Eye by Dean Koontz 



Assisting with Today’s Service: 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Tor K. Berg  
Organ / Piano: Lucy Kay Osborne 
Altar Guild: Donna Hillard 
Usher: David Osborne 
Sound Tech: Roger Wolter 
Camera Tech: David Osborne 
Reception Coordinator: Nora Strotman  


