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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
You know I am really excited coming off of our 75th Anniversary Celebration. We had a blessed gathering with so many people here in this very place. We got to worship, pray, sing, eat, drink, and have fellowship time with one another. We got to celebrate 75 years of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, including all of the other moving pieces that made the story of this Congregation happen. We are the church was front and center last Sunday, and we need not lose that feeling folks!
Now, we move on to today. We move on to more excitement, and more to rejoice in. Today, we resumed Sunday School classes and year two of Confirmation preparation. Our young adults will be getting ready to stand in front of God and all of us to affirm their baptismal covenant when classes are completed at the end of this school year. Today is also Reformation Sunday, and I see that several of you out there are wearing red to commemorate that special day in history. A day we as Lutherans rejoice in because someone stepped out and did not just continue to accept things as ordinary or right.
So, with all the excitement around this place in the last few weeks I must remind you that it is still time to get down to business. It still is time to get on with our studies. With that being said, I am not too sure that Martin Luther pictured us still being divided some 500 years later. I also am not all too certain that Martin Luther did not hold out one final hope from his death bed that we all would find a way to come back together somehow. Martin Luther started this movement with one goal in mind, and that very goal is actually still going on today. For the church is in constant need of reform, and reform it we shall!
So, how do you and I manage to play a part in this desired need for reform? How do you and I manage to carry on Martin Luther, and all of the Reformers, desire and plans for that fact? Well, we do not allow our brains to just go ahead and equate history to the past. For this is a continued and breathing history that happens to still be reshaping the church each and every single day. With that, I invite you into the simple yet complex way of shifting your mind, and I inform you that it is extremely similar to how the Living Word from Scripture reshapes our hearts and minds each and every single day when we dive into it as well.
We are reminded that movements are actually called movements for a reason. They do not cease to exist! They do not end! They continue to move! They continue to have a guiding light! This very movement still exists and continues to reshape and call the church to question. For the church is not a man-made structure, even though we all happen to think so at times. Of course, we are blessed to have a place and a space to gather, but the church is indeed the people who come together to worship and praise God for all God has done and continues to do. We are the church, and we are responsible for how it moves and changes. We are responsible for whose lives it touches. We go out there into the world and plant the seeds of faith in our family, friends and neighbors. We invite people and then, we step back and we let God do the watering, cultivating, and harvesting.
So, with all of that excitement and history in mind, I know that I could easily stand up here and keep going on and on as I deliver a sermon solely on the church and on Reformation. I could easily focus on Martin Luther, and all that he and his colleagues did to push on this movement. I could also clear the air of the fact that the entire focus of this movement was fixing the church from within. I could continue on with how it was not about creating some new kind of church, or creating some new kind of following. I could even continue on with Martin Luther being absolutely annoyed with people trying to name it as such, as the movement continued to grow and reshape history and the church.
However, I am going to focus on what calls us to remember that we are indeed part of the universal church, just like we recite in our Creed together each time we gather together for our Worship Service. I am going to focus on a church that has God front and center. I am going to focus on a church that cares for everyone and neglects no one. I am going to focus on a church in this world, but not of this world. I am going to focus on a church that God has completely radical ideas and mindsets for that we happen to find ourselves as an extremely vital part of.
So, with all that being said about church, what words do we hear in Scripture from our Gospel Reading today that relate to all of this? Well, believe it or not, we actually hear the tale of two kinds of church. First off, we hear the tales of a church that is so focused on itself and doing right that it has almost completely forgotten about God being front and center at all times. We hear the tales of a church that is so caught up on what it has done that it has completely forgotten what God has done and continues to do. We hear the tales of a church that is so caught up in a world of achievements that it has been blinded to its core. We also hear the tales of a church that manages to somehow put down their other brothers and sisters who are not quite like them. We hear about this church through the very eyes of the Pharisee here this morning. Secondly, we hear of the tales of another kind of church through the eyes of the tax collector. These tales of the church pour themself out, and comes fully to Christ with no expectations. These tales of the church feel guilty for all they have done, and even for what they have become. These tales of the church do not even feel worthy of God’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness; but this church is not afraid to ask for them. These tales of the church only focus on God, and nothing else. Both of these tales of the church have positive and negative natures to them, and they both have some work to do.
What I will inform you all, and that is whether you like it or not, is that both of these tales, both of these kinds of church, are inside all of us. Sometimes we cannot help to feel righteous when we have done awesome things, when we have stayed on the straight and narrow path, when we have achieved something great. However, we constantly need to humble ourselves and realize that we would have none of that without God. We would not succeed without God and all the skills, strength, and knowledge that God has provided. We also must remember that we are not to worry or put ourselves above another fellow human being and family member in Christ no matter what we accomplish or where we journey. Sometimes we also cannot help to feel completely beaten down, to know that we have done the wrong things, to admit that we messed up, and to just pour ourselves out in total and utter defeat. The good part is that God loves us the same in the hot mess that we are when we come to God’s feet. God expects us to break down and come back to center sometimes. However, there is more that this church must do as well. This church in its confession must also agree to do better and move forward, and not just ask for help and forgiveness so blindly as if it were just something they could buy off the shelf time and time again when it is convenient and needed. 
What we all need to come to realize is that the trick is that we have to create a delicate balance of both of these churches in our outward expressions and in our hearts. We can merge the wonderful skills and attributes of both of these churches together, and make them one as God has intended. Then and only then can we fully glorify and magnify God. Then and only then can we show that we are truly thankful for all that Christ has done by going to the cross and becoming an atonement for our sins through his death and resurrection. Then and only then can we share it with others fully and rightly in our continued walks of faith.
Now, that might very well be an entirely different take on this scripture today. I hope that I did not lose you or further confuse you, but I really do hope I brought an alternative light to this this scripture for you. This is where I can also pull the continued movement of the Reformation back in and continue to say that it remains so vital to the church. That is why I can say that the Reformation is so vital to the community. That is also precisely why I can say that the Reformation is so vital to who we are, and who we desire to be day in and day out. For the church is in constant need of reform, and reform it we shall! Then, we can let God refine it, and we all can rejoice together!
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.
Luke 18:9-14 (NRSVUE)
     The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with 
     judgment rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles 
     himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled.

     9 [Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
     righteous and regarded others with contempt:10 “Two men went up to the temple 
     to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing 
     by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: 
     thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I 
     give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
     even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be
     merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified 
     rather than the other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 
     humble themselves will be exalted.”
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