“Historically Speaking” - Summer 2017
Annual General Meeting 2016-2017
On Monday, April 3rd, the Collingwood and District Historical Society held its Annual General Meeting for
the year 2016 - 2017 at the Leisure Time Club, 100 Minnesota St. in Collingwood.
A large audience of members and guests was present to receive and approve the Annual Reports that
described in some detail the activities of the Society and its Board of Directors during the year 2016-2017.
These reports together with the annual financial statement clearly reflect the success of the previous year
and auger well for 2017, the present year.
The minutes of the 2015-2016 Annual General meeting were presented by Kathy Scott, Recording Secretary,
and approved by those present. The Report from the Board of Directors focused on the work done during
the regular board meetings and throughout the year. Of particular interest was the Programme Report that
outlined the meetings held during the year and the Membership Report, given by Membership Secretary,
Joan Miller, that indicated in 2016, the Collingwood and District Historical Society had the largest number
of members, 138, in the Society’s 40 year history. The Communications Report, presented by Irene
Pradyszczuk, spoke to the phenomenal success of the Society’s Facebook sites and strongly supported the
Board of Directors earlier decisions to utilize the opportunities that electronic media offers. The business
portion of the meeting concluded with the approval and acceptance of the Report of the Nominations
Committee; the Board of Directors welcomes to its ranks Mary Lou Dunn. Copies of the Annual Reports are
available on the Information Table at the Society's General Meetings or by contacting Bruce Mackison, Past
President at 705-446-1820 or at twoblackcats@rogers.com
continued on page 2
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The guest speaker for the evening was Penny Skelton, retired co-owner of the Skelton Galleries
Limited and Crow’s Nest Books and Gifts who is well known as the host of the program Penny
Skelton Live that appears on Rogers TV. Penny offered an interesting and informative
presentation that detailed the many changes that have occurred on Hurontario Street during her
lifetime; members of the audience responded with enthusiastic comments and stories of their own
about the changes they have seen on Hurontario Street. The meeting concluded with coffee and
refreshments.
The Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges the ongoing interest and support of the Society’s
members and friends and wishes everyone a very safe and happy summer.

Simcoe County Regional Heritage
Fair

My name is Izabel Filiplic, and I am a student at
CCI. My mom is Irene Pradyszczuk, who is a
member of the Historical Society.
This past spring, grade eleven and twelve
students who had taken history at CCI got the
chance to help in adjudicating elementary
school students’ history projects at Byng
Elementary School, as well as at the Simcoe
County Heritage Fair that was held at the
Simcoe County Museum on April 26.
Students from grades four to eight from around
Simcoe County had created projects on
influential Canadians, inventions, human rights,
stories of First Nations’ peoples, sports teams,
railways and so many more subject areas! The
projects that had impressed me the most were
on Canada's black culture and influential
women who had made a change in Canadian
society. Projects were judged on criteria such
as clarity and
organization,
originality,
creativity in design, research and how well the
student understood and presented their subject
matter.
There were a number of awards
presented including one from the Ontario
Historical Society. Four students moved on to
the Provincial Fair which was held at York
University on June 9-11. Judging at the fairs
was a lot of fun and it was interesting to see
how younger students see Canada, and what
they think makes our history so unique. I look
forward to having the opportunity to help out at
the Simcoe County Heritage Fair again next
year!
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What Happens at a CDHS General Meeting….???

Be greeted at the Registration Desk by Joan
Miller and Mary Lou Dunn

Make sure you arrive early as seats fill up quickly!

Win a raffle prize!

Browse the information table to see what’s happening
in the community

Have a chat with the guest speaker

Enjoy some refreshments before or after the meeting
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Do you know who our Guest Speakers are?
Some of our speakers are “locals” who grew up in Collingwood or the area, such as Patti Livingstone,
Penny Skelton, Carolynn and Sylvia Wilson and Helen Blackburn. Other speakers are known and
respected in their area of expertise on local subjects such as Carole Stuart of the Collingwood Public
Library and Melissa Shaw from the Collingwood Museum. We have featured local authors who have
recently published books like Pat Raible from Creemore. We have had experts from outside of
Collingwood that are authorities on local subjects like Michael Moir from York University, noted archivist
and historian on ship building in the Great Lakes. Some of our speakers have practical experience and
knowledge of the area like pilot George Daniels. We have featured speakers who work in the heritage
field, such as Rob Leverty, Executive Director of the Ontario Historical Society and Janie Cooper Wilson,
guiding light at the Oro African M. E. Church. We have also featured “amateur” researchers and
historians with strong interest in the local scene such as David Vuckson and Peter Case. These are only a
fraction of the speakers that have graced our podium and we look forward to many more!

Janie Cooper Wilson

Melissa Shaw

David Vuckson

The CDHS Executive
for 2017-2018
Top Row from Left: Joan Miller, Mary
Lou Dunn, Irene Pradyszczuk, Kathy
Scott
Bottom Row from Left: Glenn
Copeland, Selby Boyd, Bruce Mackison.
Absent: Susan Warner
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Books Books Books!
For the past several years, The Collingwood and District
Historical society has offered for sale at its general
meetings a selection of previously read books that deal
largely with the many aspects of Canadian history, public
affairs and geography. These books have been given to
the Society by members and “Friends of the Society” to
use as it wishes and to support the organization’s
activities in any way possible. Recently, a collection of
over thirty volumes, many signed by the authors and in
excellent condition, was received from John Nichols and
for this the Board of Directors is most appreciative.
These books which are available for sale are offered at a
price that reflects the quality and condition, the original
price and the current availability of the individual book.
The patronage and support of those who donate the
books or who make purchases are greatly appreciated.
The money realized by these sales comes close to
covering the cost of the honoraria paid to two or three of
our speakers and thus is an important part of the
Society’s yearly income.
A complete list of the items available can be obtained by
contacting Bruce Mackison, Past President at 705-4461820 or by emailing at twoblackcats@rogers.com

SAVE THE DATE!
The Collingwood and District
Historical Society
is pleased to announce
A SPECIAL MEETING
December 4th, 2017 at 7:00pm
at The Leisure Time Club
100 Minnesota Street, Collingwood
In Celebration of

TWO IMPORTANT
ANNIVERSARIES

The Collingwood Museum presents…
Collingwood Retrospective

Mark this date on your calendar and plan

150 Years of Innovation

now to attend this celebratory evening!

A New Exhibit starting July 1, 2017

More details to follow in the

At The Collingwood Museum

Fall Newsletter

45 St. Paul Street

museum@collingwood.ca
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Executive of the
Collingwood and District
Historical Society

Officers for 2017-2018
Past President-Bruce Mackison
Vice President – Glenn Copeland
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Membership/Treasurer – Joan
Miller
Members at Large:

Social Time
Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings. We invite members and guests to stay at the completion of our
meetings and enjoy a social time.
Meeting Cancellation Policy If one of our meetings has
to be cancelled due to inclement weather or conditions beyond our control, notice of cancellation will be by telephone
and/or email and the general public by radio announcement. In addition, a notice will be placed on the main door
of the Leisure Time Club. A notice will also be posted on
our Facebook Page(s). If there is a last minute cancellation
by a speaker, everything possible will be done to have the
meeting take place as scheduled.
Meetings begin at 7 pm— at the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood, ON.

Selby Boyd

All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:

Irene Pradyszczuk
Susan Warner

Collingwoodhistoricalsociety.com and on
Facebook

Mary Lou Dunn
Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions
helpful to our Society, please pass
them on to an Executive Member.

Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future CDHS newsletter,
please forward the item to Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at
email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

Coming Up in the Fall of 2017

Please note that the Guest fee for
regular CDHS meetings is $5.00

October 2: “The Great Fire of 1881” Author and historian, David Vuckson will speak
about the destruction of the town’s business and commercial section when a
disastrous fire swept Hurontario Street in 1881.
November 6 : “The Royal Canadian Legion, A Local and National Institution” Ken
Templeman recounts the history of Collingwood's Branch 63, Royal Canadian Legion
and describes its importance in the lives of its members and the wider community.

Memberships are due in January each year – If you have not already renewed your membership for 2017, won’t you please do so now.
We thank you for your continued support of the CDHS!
Please be advised that there will no longer be a couples membership price effective January 1, 2017.
To become a member of the Collingwood and District Historical Society, or renew your membership, please complete this application.
Name:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
Tel #:………………………………..

Email: ……………………………………………….

Membership: Single ($20.00)………………………………………………………………...
Corporate ($30.00)……………………………………………………………….
I would be interested in working with the Society in areas pertaining to:
[_] Programs [_] Special Events [_] Publicity [_] Membership [_] Other
Please mail with cheque or money order to: Collingwood & District Historical Society, Box 181 Collingwood, ON. L9Y 3Z5
Payment can also be made at our regular meeting
“Supported by a grant from the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport”
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