
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

December 11, 2023
The meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Thomson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 8th, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Commissioner Hudson, Commissioner Thomson, Chief Berg, Battalion Chief Klinefelter and Secretary Berg. Firefighter Mark Redis (Zoom), Firefighter Phill Zimmerman, Firefighter Chuck Royal and community members Andrea Xaver, Mark Reilly and Cindy McKeon were also present.  There were also two other individuals that signed into Zoom (iphone2 and Michael A.)
Commissioner Hudson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.   Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
* November 13th Minutes

* Accounts Payable Check #’s 4355-4373 in the amount of $41,182.78
* Payroll Check #’s 4351-4354 and EFTPS in the amount of $3,090.84
Correspondence:  A letter from Liz Loomis.  Also, a letter from FEMA turning down our grant request for radios.
Public Comment:  Firefighter Zimmerman thanked Commissioner Thomson for all his years of service to Big Lake Fire.  Andrea Xaver also thanked him!  Andrea also let everyone know that the Big Lake Historical Society has calendars available for purchase.
Old Business:  

Financial Status – Our financial status has not changed.
Training Requirement – Tabled until next month.  Chief Berg asked BC Klinefelter to see if he can find out what other volunteer departments are requiring.
Fire Engine – We still need a new fire engine.
EMS Levy - The EMS levy will be on the April ballot.
Resident Agreement – Commissioner Hudson made a motion to accept the resident agreement as written.  Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Call Report – Secretary Berg gave an update on the call volume.  We have responded to 327 calls so far this year.
New Business:  
2024 Board Chair – Commissioner Thomson made a motion to appoint Commissioner Hudson the board chair for 2024.  Commissioner Hudson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Commissioner Vacancy – Commissioner Thomson received three letters of interest for the vacant commissioner position.  After reviewing each letter, Commissioner Hudson made a motion to appoint Michelle Pidduck as the new commissioner.  Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Both commissioners agreed that the other two applicants were also very good but they felt Michelle was the most qualified.
Chief’s Report:   
· Chief Berg is working on getting a new quote for hose testing.
· A headlight was damaged on E911 at the fire on Little Mountain last week.  
· Chief Berg is going to ask the Association if they will purchase two new light bars for E911.  The old ones are not working correctly. The cost for both is approx. $5,500.

· The tender has a coolant leak.

· The aid car’s fuel leak was fixed.

· Chief Berg’s mother’s estate donated money to the Association to purchase rescue equipment.

· All three EMT’s passed the class.  (Michael Bejar, Tove Schweizer, and Israel Villalon).

· Region 3 is coming back to the college to offer pump operations.  After discussing the class with our mechanic Paul, he has offered to come teach a class here at Big Lake for our firefighters.  He will hopefully teach over half of the department pump operations.

· Our reporting softwares have merged.  ESO purchased Emergency Reporting and has been working to combine them.  Starting next year, we will only be using ESO once the merge is complete.  The cost for just the one program will be almost double though.  
· Chief Berg and Commissioner Thomson attended the academy graduation last week.

Assistant Chief/Battalion Chief Report: 
· The EMT students did great.
· We have two EMTs that need to complete an OTEP make up.

· BC Klinefelter is working on getting a DNR grant for hoses and nozzles.

· BC Klinefelter is looking into having Firefighter Dugger teach our wildland refresher early next year instead of sending everyone over to Mt. Erie.

Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:  Commissioner Hudson thanked Commissioner Thomson for his phenomenal service and tireless work and dedication.
Meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Bruce Thomson, Commissioner Chair


