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NO-KILL MOVEMENT
Companion Animals in New Jersey
by Adriana Bradley
Executive Director NJ STRAYS
We are NJ STRAYS, an Animal Welfare Organization
located in Northern Jersey, that has focused its efforts on
local companion animal saving through community outreach
and assistance. Established in 2012 and as a pet owner
assistance organization, our mission is to reduce shelter
intake through education, advocacy and the promotion of
local pet adoption. Following the path of organizations
like Austin Pets Alive and Paws Chicago, NJ STRAYS
is looking to create an impact in the local community
spreading awareness about unnecessary euthanasia and
implementing progressive ways of handling and sheltering
companion animals. This progressive way sets its roots in
the controversial No-Kill movement.
Overview of No-Kill
“No-Kill” is not easily defined. The term No-Kill has been
adopted by animal rights advocates across the country
to express a position and to make a statement against
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unnecessary euthanization. In recent decades the term
has been used by companion animal’s supporters to fight
unnecessary euthanasia inside pounds and shelter facilities
- to end the killing of all animals who are not irremediably
suffering or aggressive, and the belief that an animal that
can be helped through medical intervention or behavior
modification is entitled to humane, life-affirming treatment.
When you think about animal rights, going back to the roots
of ancient Greek philosophy or any ancient philosophy
where our morality and ethical precepts rest, it will show
that the human race has always considered the treatment
of animals, as a part of the universal compassion for all
beings. “Because one species is more clever than another,
does it give it the right to imprison or torture the less clever
species?” expressed Richard D. Ryder (British writer,
psychologist, and animal rights advocate) when referring to
animal rights. But it was not until the 1930’s as the control
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of reproduction and overbreeding had escaped from our
own hands decades before, the issue of euthanasia of
companion animals became problematic and the center of
the attention, and “lifesaving” efforts aroused.
No-Kill is a very straightforward concept: No-Kill. In spite,
what is behind the movement, the path to the definition, is
not a straight road. The lifesaving concept has been adapted
and represented by many activists and in many different
ways; from spaying and neutering efforts to community cat
programs, all together in favor of life. The multi-path is and
has been, very important to maintain the relevance of the
concept and to ensure its survival and passage. Although
the definition always remains, its adaptive essence has
allowed generations to redefine the path and to adjust it to
the constant changes of our knowledge and understanding
of animals.
The No-Kill Movement is a universal compassionate way
of thinking that criminalizes unnecessary euthanasia. This
vision shows two different but complementary perspectives:
first, the traditional movement against high kill shelters,
place where the taking- a - life decision take place; the
second one, an inclusive perspective where prevention,
education, and community outreach play an important role
when considering unnecessary euthanization outside the
shelter system.
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Considering both perspectives, the No-Kill movement is
leading the rethinking of ways to increase lifesaving and the
abolishment of old practices that lead to the unnecessary
euthanization of innocent lives. Not only shelters but
complete cities like San Francisco, thanks to the amazing
work of Richard Avanzino and Austin with the amazing
organization Austin Pets Alive, have been proving that
lifesaving is not an easy path but not an impossible one.
New Jersey’s Animal Welfare
In New Jersey, animal advocates are currently fighting for
a No-Kill policy and shelter reform that can secure life over
death. New Jersey does not have the highest euthanization
rates (of dogs but cat numbers are alarming) however,
animal welfare matters, regarding companion animals and
even wildlife, are moving very slowly.
In New Jersey, a double phenomenon is occurring. First,
the No-Kill mentality has not been adopted, and the
unnecessary euthanasia continues as a control measure
of overcrowded shelters; second, shelters and private
rescues use the term No-Kill as a marketing slogan but have
not adopted clear ways to increase lifesaving. Reasons
behind the fear of adopting a No-Kill policy at the shelter
level can be found in the challenges of reconfiguring an
entire system and to the implementation of new ways of
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saving lives versus the easy and fast way to clear space via
euthanasia. Another reason can be found in the radicalism
of the concept and the bad reputation the term carries due
to misinterpretation.
The concept, the definition, is autological, but the path, as
mentioned before, is multiple and adaptative, and must be
to secure its survival. Most shelter facilities in New Jersey
have created static structures and procedures on how to
handle the intake problem; structures that are outdated
and that respond to old-fashioned necessities and lack
of knowledge about dog and cat behavior for example.
It seems frightening to them to think outside their own
traditions.
Currently, there is fragmentation within the state’s animal
welfare. Rescue organizations, trap neuter and return
groups and shelters are working in separate ways. The
focus remains on the massive transportation of animals
and adoption as the only solution to the overpopulation
and abandonment problem instead of prevention and
education. Animal advocates are using legislation to secure
the protection of companion animals. However, there is not
enough support from the public due to a lack of awareness
from families and pet lovers regarding this matter.
Thinking Outside the Box
The progress within the animal welfare sector has been
reflected in spaying and neutering to pet vasectomy;
individual evaluations of playgroups; animal as pets to
animals as individuals across the world. The No-Kill
concept has opened the door to the conversation and
reconsideration of old discussions. The challenge for all
animal advocates, rescuers and pet owners in New Jersey
is to find the ways, approaches and paths to achieving NoKill.
NJ STRAYS has decided to build a progressive path towards
prevention, education, and awareness by working directly
with the community, outside the traditional shelter structure.
There is no doubt that adoptions are a big necessity to
increase lifesaving, but so is the creation of long-lasting
solutions to the overbreeding and abandonment problem.
It is clear, that the euthanization of companion animals is
happening inside shelters. However, it is not a secret that
as citizens and pet owners, we have a big responsibility in
all animal welfare matters and that cruelty and suffering
is happening outside facilities. Thus, the prevention of
abandonment and cruelty is key for the animal welfare in
any state, inside and outside the shelter.
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new alternatives for handling strays outside the shelter
structure. This approach is only one way and a one piece
of the large puzzle of New Jersey’s animal welfare system.
This path allows to make a difference in both animals and
humans experience but also offers an invitation to the
community to get involved in animal welfare matters. Our
current services are free to the public and we are hoping
to expand our efforts to new projects that can increase
lifesaving.
Our work is only one piece of a huge puzzle; it is one way to
respond to New Jersey’s animal welfare current situation.
As local necessities and policies change regarding
companion animals, NJ STRAYS plans to evolve and
adapt to upcoming challenges. In the meantime, we wear
the No-Kill badge proudly, and we are hoping for more to
join us in this crusade.
For More Information / How to Get Involved:
https://www.njstrays.org/
https://www.facebook.com/njstrays/
https://www.austinpetsalive.org/
http://www.pawschicago.org/

NJ STRAYS is an organization that complements the work
of rescue organizations and advocates and it is always
looking to cooperate and work in conjunction with others.
The No-Kill approach of the organization has been focused
on the reduction of shelter intake through prevention and
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