As we continue our journey into what is needed to be Covenant Friends, 

friends who build the kingdom of God together, 


in one another's lives, 


and in the lives of the community in which they live, 



we take a deeper step into the depths of things we are afraid to do.  

As if being vulnerable were not hard enough, 


letting someone else see you for who you really are, 


letting people peak behind the mask 



and see the unique and wonderful creation God has made, 


the creation that is supposed to be one thing 



and keeps swallowing the lies of the world 



and trying to be something else.  

This week we step into the realm of honesty.

While we do need to be more honest with ourselves about who we are, 


the honesty we will be looking at today 



is the honesty that good friends give us.  


Do you have friends who tell you your strengths and weaknesses well?

There are two sides to honesty 


and either side can do great damage 


or great Kingdom building.  

We hear both sides in that short series of conversations from Jesus to Peter.  


In one breath 



Jesus is encouraging Peter into a reality he has not yet imagined, 



but Jesus sees the pieces there and tells Peter, 




“Upon this rock I will build my church.”  


Jesus saw something Peter did not, 



gave words to it 



and the world was forever changed.  




That is the power of our words.  

In the next breath however, 


Jesus is rebuking Peter from going down a road 



that does not build up the Kingdom of God.  

Imagine what would have happened if Jesus said, 


“Well Peter, 



you are the rock, 


so if you don't think I should go to Jerusalem 


and suffer, die, and be raised to new life, 



well you are the boss.”  

We rejoice today that Jesus said those harsh words to Peter, 


“Get behind me Satan!”

We might be quick to say, 


“Well Jesus is God incarnate, 



so he can get away with saying those things.




He wasn't going to be around for next Thanksgiving.”  

A quick scan of scripture 


shows that all of the great figures of scripture rise to prominence, 



because they have great friends around them 




encouraging them and rebuking them.  

David, the greatest King in Israel's history, 


has Samuel to thank for encouraging the smallest shepherd boy of 8 children



the idea that someday he would be king.  

David also has Nathan to thank 


for giving the King in the height of his fame his greatest rebuke, 



“You are the man!”  


David would not have been who he was without friends to encourage 



and also rebuke him.

Moses had Jethro to thank for helping him not work himself to death


by creating judges amongst the people.

We look to Elizabeth and Mary.  


Mary has a great task in front of her, 



but as Elizabeth shares what she has experienced, 



Mary finds herself ready to face what lies ahead for her and Joseph, 




even if she can't imagine how it happened.  


Mary would have struggled more to have Jesus 



without Elizabeth's involvement in her life.  

I remember how God called me through encouragement and rebuke 


to pursue seminary.  

I found myself unemployed as a male elementary teacher.  

I called friends who knew me from camp and from college.  


I talked with the first friend 



who encouraged me to get a Master's degree.  




It would delay having to pay off Gonzaga 




and move me up in the teacher pay scale.  

As I thought about this, 


I knew I did not want to get a masters in Education.  

A friend from camp heard my reluctance and asked, 


“Well why don't you get a Master's in Divinity and become a pastor?  


You have a gift of taking the word 



and making it applicable with the campers.”  




She had something that awakened a deeper dream.  

But I responded with, 


“I will go and do that when I am done with teaching 



and ready for a second career.”  

This is when the rebuke happened.  


She was currently working on her doctorate in medicine 



and told me how foolish this was.  

“I am watching these other students try and enter med school 


after they have a wife and family 


and I see the inordinate amount of stress it puts on the whole family system 



to be uprooted 



to be here for a couple of years 



and then returning to where they came from.  


Do your future family a huge favor



and go get your schooling done while you are single.”  

That encouragement and rebuke 


helped guide me on the path to enter Seminary that Spring, 

when two weeks before, 


it was not on the table,



only teaching was.  

That is what friends are to do, 


so that the Kingdom of God can break into our lives sooner 


and in ways we don't expect.

There is a double sided danger to this encouragement and rebuke however.  


What if your friends don't have your best interest in mind?  

Both encouraging and rebuking can become dangerous.  


We can encourage people to do things they have no business doing.  

I know that we tell our children, 


“You can do anything you put your mind to.”  



But this could be setting them up for catastrophic failure.  

If I tell a teenager with glasses 


that I really think they have the skills to fly an F-16, 



I am doing them no favors.  


They are not going to pass the physical 



to fly one of these multi-million dollar machines, 


so how can my encouragement do anything 



but to set them up for failure?  

I can also extinguish a flame that God has lit 


with unwarranted rebukes.  



“Why do you want to be a missionary, 




they have no health insurance 




and will not build a 401K?”  


If God is calling you to be a missionary, 



health insurance and 401K will soon seem like the least of your issues.  

I had a number of friends at Gonzaga who entered a degree field 


because that would make their parents proud 


and provide a great income, 



while their hearts were always desiring to do something else.


God can still use that passion, 



but the rebukes and expectations crushed the call to follow their gifts.

Our study had a great definition of encouragement I want you to hear: 


“Naming the good that exists 



and putting courage in another to seek it.”  

Do you have friends who know you well enough 


that they can see the good that exists in you un-mined?  



They can't without you being vulnerable.  



They can't with out being honest with you.  

Rebuking is also well defined: 


“Naming a problem 



in order to call one forward into a better version of oneself.”  

I confessed on Wednesday night 


that I had a camp director tell me in college 



something that my mother had only said a million times.  


“You don't do a good job of picking up after yourself.”  

Now unfortunately for you and for Lisa, 


that did not magically solve the issue.  

But the words were said in a way 


that I heard them clearly for the first time.  

The key thing that Keith did when he told me that, 


is that he offered a vision for the way forward.  

He said, 


“If I would pick up after myself, 



instead of just running to the next activity, 


then I would be able to find what I needed the next week 



when it was time to do this again 



and everything would be ready for use.  


It would actually save time.”  

There are countless campers 


who were able to put on dry lifejackets 



because of Keith's words to me.  

I am still working on getting everything put away, 


but it is better than it once was.  

I am thankful for the honest words.

One of the key parts of receiving honest words, 


is actually letting people know what is going on in your head, 


your heart, 


and your soul. 

A reality in the church is, 


we are not very good at this. 

In our denomination, 


there is a requirement that if you are a Pastor in the ECO denomination, 



that you are in a Pastor Accountability Group.  

This is a time where you meet with other pastors 


and talk about what is going on in your church, yes, 


but also in your marriage, 



your life, 



your family, 



your finances, 



and your relationship with God.  


It was the piece that most drew me to the denomination.  

I saw how beneficial it would be 


to have someone else who knew me well, 


who I could share my struggles in being a pastor.  

We pastor's are a bunch of broken sinners 


in need of God's grace as well.  

But the reality is, 


of the 100 or so instances 


where pastor's have caused issues 



where the higher governing bodies have had to step in, 


all but one of those pastor's were not actively involved in an accountability group.  



They had not told anyone they were struggling with money, 



or lust, 



or burnout.  


They carried it by themselves as a secret, 



it multiplied with shame, 



and by the time the sin gave birth, 


whole congregations were torn apart and hurt.  

One question might have prevented endless pain for those congregations.  

One question could prevent endless pain for your family and friends.  


That is the simple, 



“Is there anything you have not told someone?”  


If we have not told someone our full story, 



then we are opening ourselves to trouble, 



because they can't fully be honest with us.  




They can't encourage us 




or rebuke us, 





because they don't know us fully.  

Now notice I didn't say, 


“Have you told everyone everything?”  


Have you told someone, 



everything.  


Some things might be enough for your spouse, 


others might be more than your spouse can handle right now.  

But God has people in your life 


that can handle hearing every part of you.  

In that vulnerability, 


they are able to see the good creation before them clearly, 


and often have insight from the Holy Spirit 



about what God may be leading you toward.

As I hear more about each one of you 


and where you are, 



I get a clearer vision of where we could be going as a church.  

I pray that we can be hear each other 


where we are ready to share 


and be listening for the Holy Spirit to help us encourage 



and rebuke each other well.
